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In a world intoxicated by noise, indulgence, |
and distraction, Scripture calls us to
something radically different: sobriety.
Not only sobriety of body, but of mind and
spirit. It's not about deprivation, it's about
freedom. Freedom to see clearly, to love
deeply, and to live with purpose.

Paul urged Timothy, “Be sober-minded,
endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 Timothy
4:5). This isn't just pastoral advice; it's a Paul Stasi
blueprint for Christian living. To be sober- Executive Director
minded means to live free from the things

that cloud our judgment, whether chemical, emotional, or
spiritual. It's to keep our heads clear, our hearts anchored,
and our eyes fixed on Christ.

Sobriety isn't just about putting down the bottle; it's about
picking up a new way of life. It's a journey of personal growth,
honesty, humility, and transformation. That's what happens
here at City Rescue Mission. Every day, men and women come
to us broken and burdened. Through faith, accountability, and
community, they discover a spiritual awakening, a life rebuilt
on truth, grace, and hope.

Peter reminds us, “The end of all things is near; therefore, be
alert and of sober mind so that you may pray” (1 Peter 4:7).
Sobriety clears the fog so they can finally hear God's voice
again. It restores relationships, renews purpose, and revives
the soul.

It's not simply the absence of substances that defines sobriety,
but the presence of joy and peace. And it's through your

generosity that lives are being changed, one person, one
prayer, one day at a time.

e
fullness of life that comes from walking in —_?
the light of Christ.

by phone

Thank you for helping people find not
only freedom from addiction, but the

online

by mail

| (904) 421-5183
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Packers, Purpose, and Passing It On

What sets the Green Bay Packers apart from
their NFL rivals isn't just their rich history, 13
world championships, and cheesehead-wearing |
fans. It's also their unique ownership structure.

The Packers are a publicly owned nonprofit

corporation, the property of more than

500,000 shareholders who love the team and

the Green Bay community. The shares can't

be traded; they can only be passed between

immediate family members, as a gift or through inheritance.

The result? A football franchise that thrives in a small market and

a legacy of loving tradition that’s handed off between generations.

As you draw up your own legacy game plan, there are some
helpful takeaways from the Packers and their fans.

Your legacy is as unique as you are. Like those who pass off
their Packers shares, you also have a distinctive legacy for those
who come after you. That can include tangible assets, but more
importantly, the faith and values that have guided your life.

Invest in what's important to you. What enduring things are
you investing in? Consider your relationships, your faith, and the
causes close to your heart like the work of City Rescue Mission.

Legacy keeps on giving. It's not unusual for people to purchase
Packers shares as gifts ?or significant occasions, inspiring a new
generation of fans. The legacy you're creating now will impact
those who come after you through the values you live out. One
meaningful way to do that is by including City Rescue Mission

in your will, a gift that makes a lasting difference in the lives of
those we serve.

For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of
“Lessons for Building Your Legacy Game Plan” by contacting
Monica Baker at (904) 421-5147 or mbaker@crmjax.org. Visit
crmjax.legacywill.org to bless your family with an up-to-date will.

City Rescue Mission is in need of the following:

@® \Women and Children Garden:
» Pavillion - $8,000
» Two-Bay Post Swing Set - $5,500
»(1) Pavilion table - $1,250
»(12) Pavilion chairs - $1,500
»(3) Pavilion side tables - $750
» Fence - $2,500
» Arbor - $500
Twin sized blankets (400)
Twin sized white sheet sets (400)
Bus Passes: Weekly - $20 each, Monthly - $65 each
Clothing, shoes, and accessories for men, women, and children
for the Thrift Store
Volunteers in reading, math, and English to help our students
White towels (1,000) and white wash cloths (2,000)

Men & women’s deodorant
Sherrie Mack | shmack@crmjax.org | (904) 387-4357 ext. 224
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“GOD BROUGHT ME OUT OF THE DARKNESS"”

James was ready to die. Years of struggle, including substance abuse, crime
and emotional pain drove him to a place so dark he no longer wanted to live.
But at City Rescue Mission, he found love, healing and a relationship with Christ
that inspired him to live for the Lord. Today, he’s sober, reunited with his family
and faithfully serving others. Thank you for your partnership, gifts and prayers
that continue to make transformations like this possible.
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CRM exists to transform the lives of those experiencing homelessness, hardships and addiction through the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.



JAME S 9 S TORY “It was the darkest time of my life. Everything | loved had been ripped HO—/”’D&K&S S (_M emjo-/r‘-‘i/ajz

away.”
GOD BROUGHT ME OUT OF THE DARKNESS Broken and desperate, James finally agreed to enter rehab as an A heartfelt thank you to the community members and organizations in Jacksonville, like Changing
alternative to prison. For a time, life improved - he regained custody of Homelessness and the City of Jacksonville, who stand with us in the fight to end homelessness.

his daughter, held d job and embraced his sobriety. But the chai
'S caughten ci‘suabgsatoa%cejoabaze f;; nrgﬁoee:csgmglee%/elyubrokeerf, i;g Together, we honor the 42 lives lost in 2025 while experiencing homelessness.

For years, Je_ames.lived on the slid back into his destructive ways and to a place even Thank you for loving them and joining us in remembrance.
edge - run-ins with the law and
running from the Lord. He hated
himself and believed he would die When his wife nearly died giving birth to their

in that dark and broken state. But at City Rescue Mission, youngest child, he was ready to die himself. With
surrounded by prayer, compassion and the truth of the no other option, he turned to God — begging
Gospel, James discovered how to live in the Light of God. Him to save her. She lived. That’s when he knew
it was time to change, and it would take God's
help to do it. So he surrendered to the Lord and
joined the Mission’s faith-based LifeBuilders
Program.

darker than before.

Growing up in Jacksonville, James recalls a normal
childhood. “I had what | needed and most of what

| wanted,” he shares. But one important aspect was
missing — a relationship with God. His family never went
to church or prayed over a meal. For the first few days, James faced grueling
withdrawals. “I lay in that dorm so sick | couldn’t
even shower.” But with the encouragement of

our staff, he didn't give up.

“"God was pretty much the furthest thing from my mind.”

Without a spiritual foundation, James struggled. At age
13, he experimented with drugs and quickly started
facing substance abuse. Soon, he was no longer
welcome in his parents’ home. He took to the streets. His

“They loved me, prayed for me, and walked
with me through it all.”

destructive behavior escalated. He spent time in jail. He As his health improved, he excelled in every
even dabbled in witchcraft. aspect of our faith-based curriculum - Bible study, adult education,
" . . .. L, . workforce development, life skills development, counseling and case What a wonderful turnout from our

| was se::'klng something spiritual. | didn’t really know if it was bad management. As with all participants, our goal was to help James neighbors in Jacksonville who joined
or good. discover how to be a sober, productive, self-sufficient member of his us for our annual Christmas Public
Eventually James started a family, but he continued his toxic community. Meal and Sheeberes 6f Leve dfive.
lifestyle. After graduating, James began to rebuild his life - step by faithful step. This year we received over 4,000
After his first child was born, he was incarcerated again. His mother, He found steady work, reunited with his family and recommitted himself shoeboxes!
who had long ago cut ties, reconnected. For the sake of to his wife who, too, had turned to God in Thank he individual d
his baby girl, she urged him to check into a faith-based her darkest moments. Today, they are raising ank you e i e e sls e
recovery program. But James had no place for God in their children in a Christ-centered home. elganiZErems wh.o d(.)nated.and
his life. = volunteered, making it possible to
Then, while still behind bars, he received devastating news. His best TO VIEW JAMES’ STORY %ﬁ“@l pro:;dj a Tgurlsml:g meal an-;ihm ukch-
friend had died. His baby’s mother was struggling with challenges of IN VIDEO, PLEASE USE  3:; 'aé' e e UL TGl 1 el el
her own, and his little girl had been taken into state custody. THE QR CODE [CE e for being the hands and feet of Jesus!
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et J 0 F N You also provide job readiness,

= GED classes, emotional and
If you’d like to serve on the committee

spiritual care.

( CONTACT ) 94 w Your purchase becomes

the lifeline of hope, healing and
change for those who are in the

Monica Baker SR W most need.

(904) 421-5147 Thank you for supporting the Mission.
crmdevelopment@crmjax.org

PROVIDING HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946 CRM exists to transform the lives of those experiencing homelessness, hardships and addiction through the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.




