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•    One (1) 15 Passenger Van - $20,000
•    New flooring for cafeterias at New Life Inn    
      and McDuff Campus - $27,000
•    Pavilion at New Life Inn - $30,000
•    Red Barn renovation - $12,000
•    PPE Masks
•    Twin size sheet sets and pillows 
•    White towels and washcloths
•    Travel Size Shampoos and Conditioners
•    Sanitizing Wipes
•    Flip Flops (rubber or plastic)
•    Bus Tickets (1 day each)
•    Bibles NIV - Large print
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Dannon needed to find something that worked. He needed to find a 
way to break the perpetual cycle of addiction and sobriety. 
He finally found his hope - in God and running. 

Dear Friend, 
I am so excited to take the helm 
of this great organization as 
executive director. City Rescue 
Mission has been ministering to 
our disadvantaged neighbors 
for 75 years, and this would not 
be possible without your help. 
Together, we can make a difference.
I was called to the social service 
ministry forty years ago and have 
spent the last twenty years in 
Jacksonville serving those suffering 
from hunger, experiencing 
homelessness, and facing substance 
abuse. I’ve been with CRM for six years and am privileged 
to be part of the amazing team of board members, staff, 
volunteers, and you, our donors.
As I look back to CRM’s humble beginnings in 1946, when 
a small group of businessmen saw a need and took action 
by serving soup in downtown Jacksonville, I am amazed at 
where God has brought us since. Today, we offer so much 
more. All that we do has a Christian foundation, because true 
transformation cannot be accomplished without our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. I look forward to where He will take the 
Mission, as we have a robust future serving the most needy 
and vulnerable in Jacksonville. Please join us on this journey.

Paul Stasi, MSW, LCSW, ORDM
Executive Director

Paul’s Ponderings

In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He will make your 
paths straight. -Proverbs 3:6
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HOW TO WEATHER THE STORMS OF LIFE
The storms of life can 
blow in unexpectedly and 
overwhelm us, but God 
remains faithful. Here are 
three ways you can rise up 
in the face of adversity: 

1. Pray. Ask Gof for help 
to see as He sees. 

2. Serve. Shift your 
energy and focus to helping someone else. 

3. Practice generosity. Knowing that you’ve put good 
into action feels good. When you give financially, you 
impact someone else’s life! 

For  more information on how you can impact lives 
with a gift from your estate, request our free bulletin 
“Trusting God Through the Storms of Life.” 

Reply with the enclosed envelope or contact 
Angela Washington at (904) 421-5147 or 
awashington@crmjax.org. To bless your family with 
a God-honoring Will, go to christianwill.org/crm. 

CRMjax.org

WE NEED YOUR HELP
City Rescue Mission is in need of the following items: 

CRM Needs ListStudent Christmas Party

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.PROVIDING  HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946
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For more information, please contact Angela Washington at 
(904) 421-5147 or awashington@crmjax.org.
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If you would have told Dannon a year ago, that he 
would be running marathons and participating in 
triathlon events, it would probably have provoked a 
chuckle or even an eye-roll. 

 Dannon entered the City Rescue Mission’s 
LifeBuilders program after serving time in jail for crimes 
he committed to feed and fund his drug addiction. 
Once he was released, he decided he didn’t want to 
return to the life he was living because he knew there 
was more to life and he wanted to find it. This wasn’t 
the first time Dannon had tried a recovery program, 
“I have been in and out of programs before, but 
never I never stayed sober for more than a year.” He 
soon realized that CRM was different. “I never had 
a program like this where you can just forget about 
everything and focus on what’s important. CRM takes 
care of everything and you don’t have to worry about 
anything. You get to truly focus on yourself, connect 
with God and find out what he’s got planned for you.  
It’s a true blessing.”
 When Dannon was going through the 
LifeBuilders program at the New Life Inn campus, he 
knew he needed something to help him keep focused. 
“Never did I think that I would be running marathons 
and triathlons, but I needed to refocus my energy. I 
knew that if I took all that energy that I used to use to 
get my drugs and focus it on something else, I could 
really start doing something. So, I started running 

and working out. I started to set goals for myself.”
 After graduating the LifeBuilders program in the 
Fall of 2019, Dannon has continued to set goals 
and embraced his new path and passion. He has 
surrounded himself with healthy relationships, found 
a “workout” family at a local Christian-based Crossfit 
gym, started a great job, and recently completed 
the 70.3Mile Triathlon at Florida Ironman in Daytona, 
Florida. In all of his success, he first and foremost 
continues to give the credit to God, “the first thing 
I do in the morning is hit my knees and pray. God 
gives me the strength to get through my day. When 
I am running, I have an overwhelming feeling come 
over me throughout the race. It’s a very emotional 
feeling. It’s the presence of God and I feel that when 
I am doing these races. It is an overwhelming, joyous 
feeling that God is with me and has pulled me out of 
that darkness to show me what I can do.”
 Dannon looks forward to completing his 
future goals, which include the Gate River Run and 
completing the Full Ironman in 2021. He is a true 
example of hope for others, “CRM is a blessing. 
I wish I could tell all these guys not to worry about 
what you’re going to do when you graduate. It is all 
going to fall in place if you put God first. He has a 
path for all of us, we just have to listen to him.”

Isn’t Dannon’s story amazing? I have seen him work 
hard at his recovery for several years now and we 
are so proud of him. Your gifts make these kinds of 
miracles possible.” Paul Stasi, Executive Director

DANNON’S STORY: READY. SET. GOAL! City Rescue Mission was honored to cut the ribbon and 
dedicated the “Road To Redemption” Workout Facility on 
Tuesday, Dec. 15. The new facility will serve the students in 
CRM’s LifeBuilders Program, its long-term residential addiction 

recovery program. Donors Laura Smith, her husband Travis and their small children have dedicated the facility in 
honor of her brother Greg, who was a graduate of the program. Laura Smith shared this at the ribbon-cutting and 
dedication (expert): 

For many, while at CRM they are just starting out on their journey, headed on the 
right path, as they begin to rebuild their lives. A path of restoration, hope and 
healing; physically, mentally and spiritually. Lord I ask you to be their Compass and 
City Rescue Mission their Companion as they navigate ever onward. We will cry 
out to you God to see redemption win, we will cry out to you to see healing rise 
from the ashes of our broken lives. So, again I ask and I reflect on who was Greg? 
He was my beloved brother, but more than that he was a bridge. Quite literally his 
life built a bridge that lead us directly here to New Life Inn.
Finally, in closing a word to my brother; Greg, we will never stop loving you. We 
are better people because of you and who you were. You opened the eyes of our 
hearts to a real struggle of epidemic proportions. We know there is still hope for 
a brighter future. That hope is in front of us, we can see it in the eyes of the lives 
before us at New Life Inn. We still have to believe...Even after all we have seen 
there is still hope in front of us. This will be the anthem in our heart that won’t stop 
beating.
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Southbank hotel JackSonville RiveRwalk
formerly the lexington hotel & ConferenCe Center
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CITY RESCUE MISSION
STUDENT CHRISTMAS PARTY

The holiday season, especially Christmas, can be a 
really hard time for our LifeBuilders students. CRM 
staff threw the annual Student Christmas Party in 
December and treated them to a Christmas feast, 

laughter, and LOVE. 

celebrating


