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City ResCue MissioN CuRReNt Needs
•    Replace all Sewer Pipes on McDuff Campus: $80,000
•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    Fencing for NLI (black wrought iron): $45,000
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000
•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000

•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $3,800
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $2,800
•    KWS Premium 450w Electric Meat Slicer: $860
•    Individual Shampoos and Conditioners
•    Individual Hotel Size Soap
•    White towels and washcloths

“A Couple of months into 
the progrAm i wAs sAved... 
it ChaNged eveRythiNg” 

EXPERIENCING JOY IN RETIREMENT 

Don’t you love the feeling of a “job well done”? Perhaps that’s why  
retirement is such a joyful time. Here are three special sources of joy  
that make retirement shine: 
 

1. The JOYS of travel. Discovering beauty all around. 
2. The JOYS of family. Creating bonds that last. 
3.    The JOYS of giving. Being able to bless a ministry like City Rescue  

Mission provides a special kind of fulfillment. 
 
How can your future giving plans and retirement assets maximize joy for those you love? 
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To learn more, request our FREE bulletin “3 Ways to Experience Joy in Retirement” 
Reply with the enclosed envelope or contact Penny Kievet at (904) 421-5156 or pkievet@crmjax.org 
To bless your family with a God-honoring Will go to www.christianwill.org/crm  
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Dear friend,

Sometimes it’s truly overwhelming to see 
the physical, emotional and spiritual burdens 
men and women are carrying with them 
when they come to the City Rescue Mission. 
Many are sick after years of alcohol and drug 
abuse. Others bring emotional wounds from 
horrific childhoods, while others have been 
completely abandoned, rejected by friends 
and family. And on top of it all is the guilt 
they feel over a lifetime of bad decisions and 
regrets. These are heavy, heavy burdens.

When I think about these burdens, a verse 
like 1 Thessalonians 5:18 can be pretty jarring: 
“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” What do 
many of our guests and students possibly 
have to be grateful for?

If you read Jason’s story carefully he clearly 
says that he was saved and it “changed 
everything”.  I would suggest that is a whole lot 
to be grateful for.  On the front of our New Life 
Inn we have a large cross.  It reminds me that 
Christ suffered and died for our salvation.  Talk 
about horrific circumstances!  But forgiveness 
through Christ’s sacrifice is what we talk about 
to our guests and our students, and when 
they really grasp what He has done, ALL their 
circumstances begin to pale in comparison.  
Gratitude wells up in their hearts—hope is 
reborn!  Their circumstances are still terrible, 
but they begin to see that God is with them 
in their circumstances and they can trust God.

As we head into fall, and soon Thanksgiving, 
my heart is filled with gratitude, too. I am 
thankful there is a place called the City Rescue 
Mission, where thousands of people who are 
desperately in need can find refuge and new 
hope in Jesus Christ. And I am grateful for our 
thousands of partners — generous people like 
you — who make this work possible. Thank 
you!

Loving Him,

I had been homeless for a while. I was heavily addicted 
to meth and ended up going to the hospital because my 
organs were shutting down. The doctors told me if I didn’t 
get help and start living better I was going to die. I was 
walking around downtown and walked up to City Rescue 
Mission’s New Life Inn on State Street and entered into the 
overnight shelter CRM offered. I knew I needed something 
else in my life. I tried on my own long enough and it just 
wasn’t working. A couple of guys told me about CRM and 
how it was a faith-based program and I remember feeling 
something inside me that just said “it’s time”.

 I had tried some other recovery programs and failed 
and so I was hesitant to try again. I entered the LifeBuilders 
Program at City Rescue Mission last Thanksgiving. I didn’t 
come in expecting too much. I didn’t believe in God. I 
was insistent that I wasn’t going to be saved and then a 
couple months into the program, I was…and it changed 
everything.

 From that point forward I put the energy I used to put 
into getting high and selling drugs into developing my faith 
and relationship with Christ. My attitude changed. I finally 
started talking to my counselors and really opening up to 
them, and in return they were able to help me process 
things and helped me understand what was truly going on 

with me. I realized my mom abandoning me when I was 
two and getting put in the foster care system at age 5 had 
filled me with a lot of hate and resentment. When my dad 
divorced his wife he decided to take me back into his life 
and at age 13 he started doing drugs with me, I guess in an 
attempt to bond with me. Between my counselors and my 
faith in Christ I’ve been able to look at some of the painful 
parts of life, work on healing and move forward. 

This has been the first year I’ve been sober since I was 
13 years old. I’m working doing cabinetry, which is what 
I’ve done all my life. I enjoy being back at work. I graduated 
at the end of September and it was one of the best days. I 
have nothing but love and respect for City Rescue Mission 
and how they’ve changed my life. Now, I just keep moving 
forward. I plan to continue to work, get a place of my own, 
and in time reconnect with my daughter. I’m thankful for 
how much life can change in a year. 

Jason’s story

“...it ChaNged eveRythiNg”

hoLiday PaRty 
PLaNNiNg Made easy!

The Holidays are just around the corner, 
start planning your office Christmas 
party today! Also, ask us about our full 
Thanksgiving Dinner menu. Let us do all 
the cooking for you this year, so you can 
spend more time enjoying the holiday 

season with friends and family. 

deLiCious CateRiNg that aLso 
heLPs to tRaNsfoRM Lives!

Annual Thanksgiving Banquet //Wednesday, November 27th
11:30am - 1:30pm at CRM’s New Life Inn (234 W. State Street)
Join City Rescue Mission in feeding our neighbors in need a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal!  This is always one of our favorite days at CRM. 

Annual Christmas Banquet //Monday, December 23rd
11:30am - 1:30pm at CRM’s New Life Inn (234 W. State Street)
Help us share the true reason for the season at our Annual Christmas Banquet 
where we get to serve a traditional Christmas meal to our neighbors in need 
and celebrate the birth of our King! 

a Look ahead: uPCoMiNg eveNts

 If you, your family or your business would like to sign up to volunteer
 at one of our upcoming holiday meals, contact Orvin Feliciano:

 ofeliciano@crmjax.org or 904-421-5149.

Featuring New York Times Best Selling Author, Charles Martin

All proceeds from Charis Catering & Charis Chocolates helps to support the life 
saving and life transforming services provided by City Rescue Mission. 

Contact Chef Cheryl for more information: 904-502-2333 or 
cherylcharischocolate@gmail.com!

SAVE THE DATE
City Rescue Mission’s 5th Annual Difference Maker’s Banquet

February 20, 2020 at The Lexington Hotel & Conference Center
City Rescue Mission’s 5th Annual Difference Maker’s Banquet is just a few months away! 
CRM is thrilled that acclaimed author of Christian fiction, Charles Martin will be joining us 
as our featured speaker for the evening. Charles has 15 books under his belt, the majority of 
which touch upon deep human issues. His 2017 novel, The Mountain Between Us was made 

into a major motion picture by 20th Century Fox featuring Kate 
Winslet and Idris Elba.  

Tables and individual tickets now on sale! Go to crmjax.org today to 
reserve your seat or contact Angela Washington: 

awashington@crmjax.org or 904-421-5147.

doN’t foRget the 
ChoCoLate!

ChaRis ChoCoLates Make the 
PeRfeCt yeaR-eNd gifts foR 

youR CustoMeRs!
Imagine your company logo on chocolate 
bars! These make great holiday gifts for 

colleagues, customers and friends.


