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Merry Christmas!

Donate online: “Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX
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City ResCue MissioN CuRReNt Needs
•    Air Conditioning Admin: $120,000
•    Replace all Sewer Pipes on McDuff Campus: $85,000
•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    Fencing for NLI (black wrought iron): $45,000
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000

•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000
•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $4,000
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $3,000
•    KWS Premium 450w Electric Meat Slicer: $860
•    Individual Shampoos and Conditioners
•    Individual Hotel Size Soap

Christmas is New Beginnings

t h a N k  y o u  t o  o u R  d o N o R s !
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I never really had a Christmas until I came to City Rescue 
Mission. For most of my life I’ve had abandonment and trust 
issues. I spent most of my life withdrawn and felt like nobody 
loved me. My mom died when I was 6 years old and my father 
left shortly after. My grandma then took me and my siblings 
in. I loved my grandma and she did the best she could with 
us, but she wasn’t great at showing love. All of my siblings 
moved away as soon as they finished school. My family wasn’t 
around and it made me feel so lonely. That loneliness led me 
to drinking, drugs, and a life of homelessness. 

My cousin had gone through and graduated from the 
LifeBuilders Program here at City Rescue Mission and told 
me about it because she knew I needed help. It took me a 
while even after hearing about CRM to decide to come into 
the program. I was tired of the life I was living and I felt like 
something was missing in my life. Even once I came to CRM I 
admittedly thought it was just going to be a program…I’d do 
the steps to the program, leave and probably relapse sooner 
rather than later. But I quickly realized the Mission was more 
than a program. I noticed that not only did they open up 
the door to let me in, but everyone on staff seemed to open 
up their hearts and embraced me. I was given freedom and 
support here to let my feelings out. As someone who has 
spent most of their life withdrawn with a big wall up, it amazed 
me how the people at CRM persisted and kept chipping away 

until I opened up. Opening up brought me to freedom and the 
realization that I’m not in this by myself. Now, I feel like I can 
be the woman God created me to be. 

I will always be grateful to CRM for helping me turn my life 
around for the better. I mentioned that I never really had a 
Christmas until I came to City Rescue Mission and that’s true. 
But now, I can enjoy the true meaning of Christmas and it’s 
not about the gifts, it’s receiving the grace and hope of Christ 
in my life. It’s happiness, joy, hope and peace all wrapped into 
one. Christmas means new beginnings. Even in my addiction 
and darkest depression I prayed for God to reunite my family. 
On my graduation day from CRM’s LifeBuilders Program – the 
best day of my life – all of my siblings came from different 
states to celebrate my graduation. It was the first time we had 
all been together since my mom died. Now, my family is one 
unit again. We call each other and celebrate life together. I 
thank God every day for bringing my family back together. It’s 
the best thing to now have someone I can actually call and say 
“Merry Christmas” to. I have my family and my City Rescue 
Mission family. I no longer feel alone because I know Christ 
will never leave me. I’m so grateful for the many blessings God 
has put in my life. I have been working at UF Medical Center 
for 2 years now and for the first time in my life have my own 
apartment.  I suppose, Christmas to me means new beginnings 
and is a reminder that anything is possible through Christ. 

Shirley’S Story

Christmas is New Beginnings

Featuring New York Times Best Selling Author, Charles Martin

SAVE THE DATE
City Rescue Mission’s 5th Annual Difference Maker’s Banquet

February 20, 2020 at The Lexington Hotel & Conference Center
City Rescue Mission’s 5th Annual Difference Maker’s Banquet is just a few months away! 

CRM is thrilled that acclaimed author of Christian fiction, Charles Martin will be joining us as 
our featured speaker for the evening. Charles has 15 books under his belt, the majority of which 

touch upon deep human issues. His 2017 novel, The Mountain Between Us was made into a 
major motion picture by 20th Century Fox featuring Kate Winslet and Idris Elba.  

Tables and individual tickets now on sale! Go to crmjax.org today to 
reserve your seat or contact Angela Washington: 

awashington@crmjax.org or 904-421-5147.

Shoeboxes of Love
Dear Friends,
      With the holiday season right around the 
corner, I pray that your heart is filled with joy 
and glad tidings. I love the weeks leading up 
to Christmas, with all the warm memories 
and time to spend with friends and family.  
Don’t get me wrong, I know there’s a lot of 
stress, too, with Christmas shopping and too 
many things to do. But working here at the 
City Rescue Mission, I’m reminded every day 
that my holiday stress is nothing compared 
to the paralyzing loneliness, desperation  and 
hopelessness that many of our struggling 
neighbors experience.
        The season can be hard for homeless men 
whose addictions cost  them their family, and 
homeless single moms who have no money 
for presents or food for their kids. While most 
of us celebrate a season  of bright hope, our 
homeless neighbors, like Shirley, struggle with 
regret, abandonment and discouragement.
But thanks to your generosity and compassion, 
men, women and children at CRM experience 
real Christmas Joy, Peace, Love and Hope. 
The holiday meals, the gifts wrapped in love 
and the caring support they receive here all 
help lead hurting people that much closer to 
the real miracle — the gift of  a new life. And 
our Christmas celebration of Christ coming 
to Earth reminds us of the promise He would 
bring — good news and joy for  all the people.
     As you read this newsletter, I hope you 
see how you are giving the gift  of hope and 
new life to hurting people this holiday season. 
Thank you for your friendship and support, 
and may your holidays always be filled with 
the love of our Savior.

Blessed to serve Him,

Thanksgiving Recap!
We celebrated a truly amazing Thanksgiving Banquet last month at City Rescue 
Mission, and it would not have been possible without the support of our generous 
volunteers and donors! Special thanks to Nimnicht Family of Dealerships for 
sponsoring this year’s Thanksgiving Banquet where over 100 volunteers served 
1,189 neighbors in need. We look forward to providing many more meals, smiles 
and hope at our upcoming Christmas Banquet on December 23rd.  

THANK YOU to everyone who donated Shoeboxes of 
Love over the last couple of months! These colorful 
boxes will be given out at CRM’s upcoming Christmas 
Banquet on December 23rd, where we expect to 
celebrate Christmas with over 1,000 neighbors 
in need. These Shoeboxes of Love show so many 
hurting men, women and children that they are seen 
and cared for this Christmas. From the bottom of our 
hearts, thank you for your generosity! 

The holiday season may be wrapping up, 
but we need volunteers at the Mission all year long! 
If you’re interested in volunteering in 2020, 
contact Orvin Feliciano: ofeliciano@crmjax.org 
or call 904-421-5149.


