
A u g u s t  2 0 1 9

New Life News

426 S. McDuff Avenue     Jacksonville, FL 32254     Phone 904-387-HELP     Fax 904-387-9377     WWW.CRMJAX.ORGAll rights reserved.     © Copyright 2017 - City Rescue Mission

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.PROVIDING  HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946

LifeNew

August Newsletter

Donate online: “Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

Kendall Spencer, Chair
Gregory D. Flowers, Vice Chair       Dr. Barbara Darby, Secretary

Board of Directors

Marge Burgess
Jim Dickenson
David Eure

Carrie Chupp Harper 
Richard Martin
Jennifer Mason

Doug Milne
Anne Nimnicht
Chad Perce

Ed Perez 
Fitzhugh K. Powell, Jr.
Gary Walsh 

crmjax.org/donate

City ResCue MissioN CapitaL Needs
Below are some capital needs the Mission needs in order to move forward and serve this community to the fullest:

•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    Fencing for NLI (black wrought iron): $45,000
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000

•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000
•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $3,800
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $2,800

Learning Love &
RedefiNiNg MyseLf



426 S. McDuff Avenue     Jacksonville, FL 32254     Phone 904-387-HELP     Fax 904-387-9377     WWW.CRMJAX.ORG 426 S. McDuff Avenue     Jacksonville, FL 32254     Phone 904-387-HELP     Fax 904-387-9377     WWW.CRMJAX.ORG

fRoM

peNNy's
peN

PROVIDING  HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946 PROVIDING  HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946

Dear friend,
“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, 

since love covers a multitude of sins. Show 
hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace.” – 1 Peter 4:8-10

I love that verse, especially how wonderfully 
it describes the community at the City Rescue 
Mission and what happens here. For many 
of our guests, the “Radical Hospitality” they 
receive here at the City Rescue Mission may 
be the first time they’ve experienced love and 
care from someone else in a long time. The 
community they find here — in our emergency 
services, LifeBuilders recovery program, in our 
Homes of Hope and at our community events 
— is often one of the most important pieces 
of their journey to a transformed life. The love 
they receive is a reminder of an even more 
important love — the love of Jesus Christ, 
which truly transforms the lives of the men and 
women who come here for help.

That love and community continues 
even outside of our doors, at the churches 
they attend as they build new relationships 
with those around them and learn from 
the volunteers who lead their GED classes 
and Bible studies— or even as they rebuild 
relationships with family and friends who will 
be smiling at them when they graduate saying, 
“job well done”.   Those relationships, as you’ll 
read about in Ashley’s story, are vital to the 
kind of long-term recovery that our guests and 
students are striving towards.

What Ashley talks about gaining here at City 
Rescue Mission just isn’t possible without you. 
Friends like you understand that community 
better than most, because you see the 
people we serve as guests and students, even 
neighbors. Every time you give your time and 
treasure, you demonstrate your love for them.

I’ve heard it said, “You can give without love, 
but you can’t love without giving.” It’s true — 
and I am so grateful for your love. 

God bless you!

“She’s dead, give up.” That’s a sentence my uncle once 
spoke to my aunt about me.

I started using drugs when I was 12 years old. By the 
time I was 16 years old I was abusing pain pills and it just all 
escalated from there…I did everything else you can think of. 
I grew up with drugs all around me, both my parents were 
addicts. I looked around and saw my family and all of our 
addictive personalities and just thought that was the norm. 
My mom acted more as a friend than a mom. My dad, well he 
was the first person to ever stick a needle in my arm, at the 
time I thought that was a sign of love and bonding between 
us. I reached a point in my life where I thought all I was ever 
going to be was a heroin addict…that’s how I defined myself.

My aunt has always cared greatly about me and tried 
to help me at my worst. I was 22 years old and had lost 
everything: my apartment, my boyfriend and even my son. 
I was in an incredibly dark and lonely place and my aunt 
just wanted to pull me out of it all. One of my aunt’s friends 
volunteers at City Rescue Mission and told my aunt about 
the LifeBuilders Program after my aunt had shared that she 
was worried about me and trying to get me some help. Later 
that same night after my aunt was told about City Rescue 
Mission they saw a long-time friend of theirs at dinner who 
also volunteers at City Rescue Mission and he told them 
to bring me in. When my aunt and uncle got home from 
dinner, my uncle turned to my aunt and said, “She’s dead, 
give up.” My uncle was tired of seeing my aunt in pieces and 
emotionally wrecked over my life choices. He was worried 
that nothing was going to pull me out of my darkness and 
that my aunt would just remain devastated. Nevertheless, 
my aunt brought me to City Rescue Mission. I came into the 

Mission kicking and screaming, but now, I couldn’t be more 
grateful for the day my aunt dragged me to CRM.

There was something missing in my life before coming 
to the Mission, and I now realize it was God. While in the 
LifeBuilders Program I’ve found my faith and built a trust in 
Christ, which has lifted a weight off my shoulders. I learned 
that there is freedom in obedience to God and His plan for 
your life. I’ve learned the real meaning of love. Before CRM, I 
thought love was my father sticking a needle in my arm. Now 
I know God’s unfailing love and grace. I’ve learned to love 
myself. I’ve received counseling that has helped me identify 
the root of my addiction and heal wounds. I’ve seen how the 
Lord is transforming me and my life and know He loves me no 
matter what, and therefore I can love myself.

Next month I will graduate from City Rescue Mission’s, 
LifeBuilders Program. When I think about how that day will 
feel, I just keep thinking, ‘Oh my gosh, I will have accomplished 
something’. I never graduated high school or accomplished 
much worth celebrating so this will be so special. I can’t 
wait to look out in the crowd and see my loved ones staring 
back, smiling at me saying, “We knew you could do it!” After 
graduation I will get my 3 year old son back. I couldn’t be 
more excited to have him back and have the opportunity 
to be his mommy. He’s going to see mommy is happy with 
herself. I was never going to be able to love him the way 
he deserved, until I learned to love myself. My son will also 
know consistency which is something I never had growing 
up. I’m going to get my GED, and then find a job where I can 
provide a happy and stable life for my son. I hope my story 
shows people my age that they can and should get help and 
find hope in the possibility of a better life.

Ashley’s story
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a Look ahead: upCoMiNg eveNts

Volunteer Orientation // Tuesday, August 20th
6:00 - 7:00pm on McDuff Campus

If you’re interested in becoming a volunteer at City Rescue Mission join us 
for a brief volunteer orientation to learn all you need to know to be a great 
addition to the CRM team! If you have any questions about orientation or 

available volunteer opportunities, contact Orvin Feliciano: 904-421-5149 or 
ofeliciano@crmjax.org 

Volunteer Orientation // Tuesday, September 17th
6:00 - 7:00pm on McDuff Campus

Fall LifeBuilders Graduation // Friday, September 27th
7:00pm in the Wayne M. Densch Chapel (McDuff Campus)

All are invited to celebrate the men and women graduating CRM’s 
LifeBuilders Residential Recovery Program. Join us in celebrating lives 

transformed and hope renewed! 

Volunteer Orientation // Tuesday, October 15th
6:00 - 7:00pm on McDuff Campus

2Nd aNNuaL Be the ChaNge eveNt
MondAy, october 28th

Do you know someone who impacts REAL change for all those they come in contact with? Perhaps a friend 
or employee who goes above and beyond to help others achieve success. Please consider honoring that 

special person through a Recognition Sponsorship. Your honoree will be treated to a Day-cation full of salon 
and fashion related activities, as well as a Big Reveal reception celebration. For more information on Be the 
Change and to submit an honoree, contact Angela Washington: 904-421-5147 or awashington@crmjax.org. 

iMagiNe youR Logo
oN BusiNess CaRd-sized 

ChoCoLate BaRs!
peRfeCt yeaR-eNd gifts 

foR youR CustoMeRs!

Call Cheryl to place your order of Charis Chocolates today: 904-502-2333
Also, ask about our newest venture, Charis Catering, for your next lunch 

or dinner event. 


