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Happy Father’s Day!

Donate online: “Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX
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City ResCue MissioN CapitaL Needs
Below are some capital needs the Mission needs in order to move forward and serve this community to the fullest:

•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    Fencing for NLI (black wrought iron): $45,000
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000

•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000
•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $3,800
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $2,800

Life 
Through A

Different Lense
Cover Photo by: Heidi Erickson



Earlier this spring, a young lady inquired about volunteering to take some pho-
tos for City Rescue Mission. She wrote, “I specialize in travel and documentary 
photography and I have been quite impressed with what you’ve been doing to 
help sheter and feed the homeless. And not only that, but also providing tran-
sitional housing for those recovering from addiction. Your mission is absolute-
ly inspiring!” We invited our kind new friend to photograph our Annual Easter 
Banquet at New Life Inn. The photos in this section and cover photo are just 
a few of the mesmerizing shots she captured that day. Heidi Erickson helps us 
look at life through a different lense. Her art is focused on making those who 
often feel invisible feel seen, known and 
cared for. Every day at City Rescue Mission 
we see these faces and get to know the 
stories behind them, and work to help the 
stories ahead of them look brighter and 
full of hope. Thank you to all of you who 
look through a different lense with us and 
make life transformation possible! Thank 
you Heidi for being a friend of the Mission 
and donating your time and talent. 
To view more of Heidi’s work, go to heidiephotography.com. 
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Dear friend,

If I were to ask each person that City 
Rescue Mission cares for on a daily 
basis to describe what “hope” is, their 
answers would be quite different. For 
a homeless man who has come in off 
the streets, hope is as simple as the 
hot meal that fills his empty stomach 
and allows him to survive another day. 
For a woman fleeing domestic violence 
with her little ones, hope is safe shelter 
and the assurance that she’s not alone. 
For an individual like Clarence, hope 
is overcoming addiction and finding 
meaning in his life. For all of those 
who seek our assistance – as well as 
for our Mission staff and volunteers – 
hope is also the heartfelt support you 
demonstrate through your gifts.   The 
drought of summer brings a financial 
challenge each year. Your generosity 
makes our ministry a place where hope 
is real and accessible. This newsletter 
describes how your giving makes hope 
happen here, inside our doors, 365 
days a year. God bless you for your 
continued compassion.

 In His Service,
 

When my daughter was nine years old she looked at me 
with the “daddy is my hero” eyes. Even though we didn’t 
live under the same roof, I worked hard to be a good father 
to her and we were essentially best friends. What my 
daughter didn’t know for a while was that daddy was more 
of a ticking time bomb than a hero. I was a binge user which 
means I didn’t get high all the time, but the times when I 
did get high…there was no hiding it.  When my daughter 
was twelve years old I realized I couldn’t hide my addiction 
from her anymore. She spent summers and Christmases 
with me and one Christmas I relapsed bad. I would give her 
money to hold onto, but then in a moment of weakness 
would go and grab some money back from her to go off and 
buy drugs. I knew she was scared by my using. No matter 
what condition I was in, she stayed by my side. I explained 
countless times that “daddy has issues, but that doesn’t 
change how much I love you.” As much as I would’ve liked 
to have gotten clean for my daughter, I knew I had to want 
it for myself. 

I had tried 17 or so treatment centers over the year 
that usually cost about $4,000 a week and maybe provided 
some helpful tips but no real spiritual knowledge. I made 
a promise to God one night that if I relapsed again I was 
going to do whatever God wanted me to do. I relapsed in 
November of 2007 and surrendered to God’s plan for me. 
My pastor pointed me to City Rescue Mission to get help. 
I stayed at CRM for 32 months…longer than the average 
student…because I wanted to make sure I got right and 
stayed right. The spiritual nourishment I received during my 
time in the LifeBuilders program is unlike anything else I had 
ever experienced before. I grew to trust God and His plans 
for me. I saw the Lord lift the bad desires of my heart away. I 
graduated from the LifeBuilders Recovery Program in 2009. 

Now, I work as a family 
intervention specialist, 
helping broken families 
and families struggling with 
substance abuse to heal 
and come together. It’s not 
a job for me, it’s God’s ministry assignment for my life and 
I absolutely love it. I get to go into homes and put families 
back together. 

When my daughter was a freshman in college she wrote 
a paper about her addictive father. She called me to tell me 
about the paper and to read it to me. She didn’t even get 
through the first paragraph before we were both sobbing. 
She finally had taken time to get out all the ways my 
behavior and life choices had hurt her…in ways she could 
never verbalize to me because she didn’t want to hurt me. 
That pierced my heart. 

As for my family now, 
we are better than we have 
ever been. My daughter is 
now 35 years old, a nurse 
practitioner, a mother and 
an incredibly supportive 
daughter to me. My 60th 
birthday is next week and my 
daughter is taking me on a 
cruise with my grandson to 
celebrate…if you had asked 
me what my 60th birthday 
would’ve looked like before 

City Rescue Mission…I would have never dreamed of a 
family vacation. It’s truly a gift from God and at times feels 
like a dream. 

ClarenCe’s story

“wheN My daughteR was a fReshMaN iN CoLLege, 
she wRote a papeR about heR addiCtive fatheR.”

aNNuaL goLf touRNaMeNt

11th Annual Champion’s Challenge Golf Tournament
Monday, August 26th // 12:30pm Shotgun Start

TPC Sawgrass - Stadium Course
City Rescue Mission’s 11th Annual Champion’s Challenge Golf Tournament will 

be here before we know it! Join us for an all-inclusive day of golf on one of 
the most prestigious courses in the country! Register your foursome by going 

online to crmjax.org/events-calendar today! If you’re interested in sponsorship 
opportunities, contact Angela Washington: 
awashington@crmjax.org or 904.421.5147. 

“Life thRough a diffeReNt LeNse”

pRojeCt update: CoMMeRCiaL LauNdRy CeNteR

To all of our supporters who have helped to fund 
the new commercial laundry center on CRM’s 
McDuff Campus, we say thank you for your generos-
ity and patience through the construction process. 
Permitting has been a frustrating process but we are 
happy to announce that the new laundry center is 
expected to be up and running by mid June. Thank 
you again for supporting CRM and helping us serve 
our community the best we can.


