
A p r i l  2 0 1 9

New Life News

426 S. McDuff Avenue     Jacksonville, FL 32254     Phone 904-387-HELP     Fax 904-387-9377     WWW.CRMJAX.ORGAll rights reserved.     © Copyright 2017 - City Rescue Mission

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.PROVIDING  HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946

LifeNew

Happy Easter!

Donate online: “Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX
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City ResCue MissioN Needs List

• Razors
• Deodorant
• Body Wash
• Travel-sized Sunscreen
• Chapstick

• Socks (men, women & children)
• Feminine Products
• Travel-sized Shampoo
• Small Soap Bars
• White Towels & Washcloths

City ResCue MissioN CapitaL Needs

As we bring 2018 to a close we look back and reflect on all the good work that has been done and the many blessings 
the Mission has received. We are also looking ahead at 2019 and how the Mission needs to move forward in order to 
serve this community to the fullest. Below you will find a list of capital needs for the New Year:

•    Plumbing for NLI: $65,000 THANK YOU!
•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    HVAC for Chapel: $45,000 THANK YOU!
•    Fencing for NLI (black wrought iron): $45,000
•    New Elevator (McDuff): $42,600 THANK YOU!
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    McDuff Kitchen Flooring (Epoxy): $28,000 THANK YOU!
•    Roofs for 3 Homes of Hope Houses: $24,000 THANK YOU!
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000
•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000

•    Hot Water Heater McDuff LifeBuilders: $10,000  THANK YOU!
•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    Replace Lighting in Chapel: $6,500  THANK YOU!
•    Permanent Shed at NLI x 2: $6,000 THANK YOU!
•    Food Storage Warehouse Awning: $6,000 THANK YOU!
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $3,800
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Security Lights for Homes of Hope: $3,000 THANK YOU!
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $2,800
•    McDuff Kitchen Lighting Replacement: $1,800 THANK YOU!

• Twin white sheets (flat & fitted) 
• White pillowcases
• Spiral notebooks
• File folders
• Cardstock paper

“I Felt God

takeoveR.”
Read more of Cheryl’s sweet story 

of recovery and hope on Pg.2!
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Dear Friend,

“I had reached bottom.”  “I thought 
about ending my life.” “I burnt all my 
bridges.”  “My friends and family gave 
up on me.”  “I had nowhere else to go.”  
Far too many of the men and women 
who come to the City Rescue Mission 
each and every day have given up. Life 
has crushed them and left them without 
hope. In addition to receiving food and 
shelter, they need to know that they are 
loved…that their lives have value…that 
they can begin again. At no time is this 
message clearer than at Easter.

 “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

Not just life today, or life tomorrow, 
but life eternal. Your support brings this 
message to people who are homeless, 
hungry and addicted; it lets them 
know that they do have the strength to 
start over!  Want proof?  Read Cheryl’s 
story and just know that there are 
approximately 800 folks being helped by 
City Rescue Mission each and every day.  

Thank you for showing your love 
through your very thoughtful and 
generous gifts.

Happy Easter,

I once owned a restaurant and catering business that 
were both very successful. But my alcoholism interrupted 
all of that. In 2005 I started having marital issues and 
think those issues sort of triggered the reliance on 
alcohol. When life got really stressful, I turned to alcohol. 
I started drinking before, during and after work. It took a 
lot of falling on my face before I hit rock bottom. I could 
no longer be a mother, wife, boss, friend...anything really 
because of my alcoholism. I started losing everything, 
my business and custody of my kids once I received a 
DUI. I tried a lot of different things to get sober , but 
nothing seemed to be working. My aunt stepped in, she 
knew Penny and about City Rescue Mission and brought 
me here. I came kicking and screaming. 

Coming to City Rescue Mission and entering the 
LifeBuilders Program which is 18 months long was the 
hardest thing I’ve ever done. I really learned what the 
word “surrender” means. CRM introduced me to the 
Lord and how much He loves and forgives me regardless 
of the mistakes I’ve made. I felt God takeover my life 
here. I began to realize that I don’t have to worry, I can 
give it all to God. I learned to pray. Through all of this I 
grew more comfortable in my own skin and in who God 
was molding me to be. 

I knew after graduation I was going to be back at CRM 
giving back. I just had to. CRM gave me so much I knew 
I had to stay connected so I began volunteering three 
times a week. After graduation, I was able to take care of 
my mother who was in poor health and I received partial 
custody of my kids back. I was getting to be there for 

my family and it was amazing. I continued volunteering 
at the Mission as Charis Chocolates launched last fall. 
When I heard CRM was going to start making chocolate 
I sat down with CRM staff and just said, “What do you 
all need? What can I do? I want to be a part of this!” 
I jumped in head first! Although I’m a trained savory 
chef, chocolate is a whole new adventure and I’ve loved 
learning about it and making it my specialty. 

In February, Penny sat me down in her office and 
offered me the job of leading the product development 
of Charis Chocolates. She was crying...I was crying. The 
whole time I was volunteering I just kept praying to God 
to keep CRM as part of my life. The day I was offered 
a job here at the Mission, it was like the gift I’d been 
waiting for that I finally got to open. It’s better than I 
hoped for. 

I absolutely love coming to work every day. Working 
at CRM has given me my confidence back. There’s great 
comfort in getting to work with this staff and so much 
fulfillment getting to work with students who are on the 
same path I was once on. I feel like I have the opportunity 
to set an example for them and give them hope that this 
journey they’re on...it’s not fun...but if they stay focused 
on the end goal, they too can get their life back. They 
can get hope back.  

Cheryl’s story

weLLs faRgo CoMMuNity kitCheN

“I Felt God

takeoveR.”
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11th Annual Champion’s Challenge Golf Tournament
Monday, August 26th // 12:30pm Shotgun Start

TPC Sawgrass - Stadium Course
City Rescue Mission’s 11th Annual Champion’s Challenge Golf Tournament 

will be here before we know it! Join us for an all-inclusive day of golf on 
one of the most prestigious courses in the country! Register your foursome 

by going online to crmjax.org/events-calendar today! If you’re interested 
in sponsorship opportunities, contact Sarah Soule: ssoule@crmjax.org or 

904.421.5141. We’ll see you out on the course!

Friday, March 22nd City Rescue Mission had a ribbon cutting ceremony 
to celebrate the unveiling of the newly renovated and renamed Wells 
Fargo Community Kitchen. The McDuff kitchen renovations were made 
possible through the Wells Fargo Foundation and the Wells Fargo 
NeighborhoodLIFT local intiative grants program which awarded CRM 
$130,000 in grants. Thank you Wells Fargo for equipping City Rescue 
Mission to better serve those in need! 

ChaRis ChoCoLates

Happy Easter! CHARIS Chocolates has sweet treats to fill your 
Easter baskets and home this spring! 

We also have chocolate gifts for Mother’s and Father’s Day! Check 
out our website for details! For more information and to order: 

charischocolates.com, info@charischocolates.org, or 904.421.5145


