
M a r c h  2 0 1 9

New Life News

426 S. McDuff Avenue     Jacksonville, FL 32254     Phone 904-387-HELP     Fax 904-387-9377     WWW.CRMJAX.ORGAll rights reserved.     © Copyright 2017 - City Rescue Mission

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.PROVIDING  HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946

March 2019

Donate online: “Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

Kendall Spencer, Chair
Gregory D. Flowers, Vice Chair       Dr. Barbara Darby, Secretary

Board of Directors

Marge Burgess
Jim Dickenson
David Eure

Carrie Chupp Harper 
Richard Martin
Jennifer Mason

Doug Milne
Anne Nimnicht
Chad Perce

Ed Perez 
Fitzhugh K. Powell, Jr.
Gary Walsh 

crmjax.org/donate

city rescue MissioN Needs List

• Razors
• Deodorant
• Body Wash
• Travel-sized Sunscreen
• Chapstick

• Socks (men, women & children)
• Feminine Products
• Travel-sized Shampoo
• Small Soap Bars
• White Towels & Washcloths

city rescue MissioN capitaL Needs

As we bring 2018 to a close we look back and reflect on all the good work that has been done and the many blessings 
the Mission has received. We are also looking ahead at 2019 and how the Mission needs to move forward in order to 
serve this community to the fullest. Below you will find a list of capital needs for the New Year:

•    Plumbing for NLI: $65,000 THANK YOU!
•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    HVAC for Chapel: $45,000 THANK YOU!
•    Fencing for NLI (black wrought iron): $45,000
•    New Elevator (McDuff): $42,600 THANK YOU!
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    McDuff Kitchen Flooring (Epoxy): $28,000 THANK YOU!
•    Roofs for 4 Homes of Hope Houses: $24,000
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000
•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000

•    Hot Water Heater McDuff LifeBuilders: $10,000  THANK YOU!
•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    Replace Lighting in Chapel: $6,500  THANK YOU!
•    Permanent Shed at NLI x 2: $6,000
•    Food Storage Warehouse Awning: $6,000 THANK YOU!
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $3,800
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Security Lights for Homes of Hope: $3,000 THANK YOU!
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $2,800
•    McDuff Kitchen Lighting Replacement: $1,800 THANK YOU!

The ChanCe

to Give hope

• Twin white sheets (flat & fitted) 
• White pillowcases
• Spiral notebooks
• File folders
• Cardstock paper
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Dear friend,
 
It was so good to see so many of you at 

our Difference Makers Banquet on February 
7th.  What an amazing night as we heard 
from LifeBuilders graduates, volunteers, 
Arthur Crofton and were able to honor three 
community Difference Makers in the midst of 
it all.  And to top it all off, Darryl Strawberry 
shared his story of how drugs tore his life apart 
and Jesus gave him the hope and courage to 
rebuild…to place all his trust and might behind 
the fact that Jesus was his tower of strength. 

 
If I were to ask each person that City Rescue 

Mission cares for on a daily basis to describe 
what “hope” is, their answers would be quite 
different. For a homeless man who has come 
in off the streets, hope is as simple as the hot 
meal that fills his empty stomach and allows 
him to survive another day. For a woman 
fleeing domestic violence with her little ones, 
hope is safe shelter and the assurance that 
she’s not alone. For an individual like Michael, 
whose story appears in these pages, hope is 
overcoming addiction and finding meaning 
in his life. For all of those who seek our 
assistance – as well as for our Mission staff and 
volunteers – hope is also the heartfelt support 
you demonstrate through your gifts. Your 
generosity makes our ministry a place where 
hope is real and accessible. This newsletter 
describes how your giving makes hope happen 
here, inside our doors, 365 days a year. God 
bless you for your continued compassion.  
Thank YOU for being a “difference maker” and 
THANK you for keeping City Rescue Mission 
and all who come to us looking for hope, 
healing and change in your heart and prayers.

 
Filled with appreciation,

I started using drugs when I was 17 years old. I was 
really just looking for acceptance. I was picked on and 
bullied a lot as a kid and never really had any friends. I 
saw kids doing drugs together and thought they at least 
had a community, they have each other. The thing is 
drug addicts always have friends as long as they have 
drugs.  I started using drugs because I just didn’t want to 
feel lonely anymore. 

Over 20 years of using I had lost everything. I had 
nothing to go back to and realized it was time to move 
forward. For years I’d been crying out to God and just 
pleading to God for change. I knew about City Rescue 
Mission through my dad who was in the workforce 
development here at the Mission. When I came initially 
I was just looking for a place to stay. After a few days 
though, I inquired about the LifeBuilders Residential 
Recovery Program. I knew it was time to start a better 

life. 
What I appreciated the 

most when I first started 
the LifeBuilders Program at 
City Rescue Mission was the 
ability to learn how to have 
a relationship with God. The 
whole program is structured 
around putting everything 
aside to focus on growing 
in Christ and recovery. The 
counseling has played a 
huge part in my recovery. I’m 

thankful that a lot of the staff and people that are here at 
CRM rebuilding lives have been through similar struggles 
and circumstances so they can relate to me and I think 
have a tremendous understanding of what I’m working 
through and working towards. My counselor has helped 
me get over the past challenges of my life and learn how 
to use those struggles and obstacles I’ve overcome to 
help others. 

I graduated from the LifeBuilders Program in March 
of 2018. The feelings I felt on graduation day I can’t even 
really explain. I’ve graduated from school and earned 
achievements in my life, but this graduation was so much 
more than an achievement. To graduate from CRM for 
me meant an opportunity for a whole new life. Recovery, 
even after graduation, is ongoing and it’s difficult. But I 
now have a job with a communications company where 
I’ve been extended leadership opportunities, I have 
community here at the Mission and church, and I’m 
just hopeful. I know when you surrender to God, there 
is hope. I have had a lot of hopes in my life. I’ve never 
been married or had children but I think it’s because 
God knew I wasn’t ready. In this new life I’ve been given 
I feel like I can be the man of God needed to start a 
family. I’m hopeful for the future and I’m grateful that I 
have the chance to give hope to somebody else. If God 
can transform me after all I’ve done and been through, I 
know He can change others too. To those graduating at 
the end of the month I’d say: no matter what happens 
on your journey from here, never give up hope.  

Michael’s story

JoiN us for coffee & coNversatioN
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save the date!
March 29 - LifeBuilders Spring Graduation
Join us the last Friday in March to celebrate with the men and wom-
en who have faithfully worked so hard to complete the LifeBuilders 
Residential Recovery Program here at City Rescue Mission. Gradua-
tion is at 7:00pm in the Wayne M. Densch Chapel and all are invited 
to attend and celebrate life transformation! 

April 18 - Easter Banquet at New Life Inn
Our annual Easter Banquet downtown is coming up on April 18th! 
If you are interested in volunteering please contact Orvin Feliciano, 
ofeliciano@crmjax.org or call 904-421-5149.

August 26 - 11th Annual Champion’s Challenge Golf Tournament
It’s never too early to get your foursome together for City Rescue 
Mission’s Annual Champion’s Challenge golf tournament! Enjoy a 
fantastic day on one of the finest courses in the country, the Stadium 
Course at TPC Sawgrass, all while helping transform the lives of the 
hungry, homeless and addicted. Sponsorship opportunities available. 
Go to crmjax.org/events for more information! 

Please join us for Coffee and Conversation with Penny Kievet and fellow CRM 
champions on Thursday, March 28th at 10:00am on our McDuff Campus 

(426 S. McDuff Avenue, Jacksonville, FL)
RSVP to Angela Washington: awashington@crmjax.org or 904-421-5147 

Campus Tour, immediately following 

charis chocoLates

Thank you to everyone who placed Valentine’s Day orders with us last 
month! CHARIS Chocolates are made by CRM LifeBuilders students 
and all proceeds directly benefit City Rescue Mission. With Easter 
right around the corner, we hope you will consider ordering CHARIS 
Chocolates to fill your baskets! Go to charischocolates.com to order!


