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LifeNew
Happy New year!
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@CRMJAX
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City resCue MissioN Needs List
• Razors
• Deodorant
• Body Wash
• Travel-sized Sunscreen
• Chapstick

• Socks (men, women & children)
• Feminine Products
• Travel-sized Shampoo
• Small Soap Bars
• White Towels & Washcloths

City resCue MissioN CapitaL Needs

As we bring 2018 to a close we look back and reflect on all the good work that has been done and the many blessings 
the Mission has received. We are also looking ahead at 2019 and how the Mission needs to move forward in order to 
serve this community to the fullest. Below you will find a list of capital needs for the New Year:

•    Plumbing for NLI: $65,000
•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    HVAC for Chapel: $45,000
•    Fencing for NLI (black wrought iron): $45,000
•    New Elevator (McDuff): $42,600
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    McDuff Kitchen Flooring (Epoxy): $28,000
•    Roofs for 4 Homes of Hope Houses: $24,000
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000
•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000

•    Hot Water Heater McDuff LifeBuilders: $10,000  THANK YOU!
•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    Replace Lighting in Chapel: $6,500  THANK YOU!
•    Permanent Shed at NLI x 2: $6,000
•    Food Storage Warehouse Awning: $6,000
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $3,800
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Security Lights for Homes of Hope: $3,000
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $2,800
•    McDuff Kitchen Lighting Replacement: $1,800

Praying 2019 is filled with hoPe, healing and change! 

From Human SuFFering
to HuMaN fLourisHiNg
Read Etta’s story of transformation on Pg.2
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Dear Friend,

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new.”

- 2 Corinthians 5:17

As we enter the New Year, we are very 
mindful of God’s second chances and 
miracles every day if we pray and believe! Etta 
is evidence of that. She lost a son, a family, 
herself and turned to addiction to numb her 
mind from the pain she experienced. She 
came to us as an example of what human 
suffering looks like, and by the grace and 
goodness of God flowing through City 
Rescue Mission, she now flourishes as an 
amazing woman and CRM employee too!  

Sometimes God gives us second, third, 
even ten or fifteen chances because of His 
never-ending love for us. That transformation 
that occurs from suffering to flourishing is 
seen here at the Mission every single day. 
Right now we have over 100 people who 
are experiencing second chances. As this 
year kicks off, please pray for our students 
and guests as they enter CRM’s continuum 
of care that will take them from our front 
door at New Life Inn, into our LifeBuilders 
Recovery Program on our McDuff campus, 
advancing in Life Skills and Workforce 
Development, to getting a job and residing 
in one of our Homes of Hope. 

Oh so much to look forward to in 2019! The 
excitement begins on February 7th when 
Darryl Strawberry joins us at our Difference 
Makers Banquet and shares his story of life 
transformation and second chances. Thank 
you for your continued support and may 
2019 be filled with the same joy Etta found 
through her transformation! 

          Gratefully,

I came to City Rescue Mission in 2013 initially as an 
overnight guest in their Emergency Services shelter but it 
didn’t take long for me to want to join their LifeBuilders 
Residential Recovery Program. I was tired of being homeless. 
I was 55 years old and didn’t want to live like that anymore. I 
had my son when I was 14 years old and he was killed when 
I was 18 years old. I was angry with God. My baby didn’t do 
anything to lose his life. I just kept thinking, “God, if it was 
something I did, why didn’t you take me?” I started using to 
numb the pain but after a while it became an addiction. My 
life spiraled further out of control when my mom passed 
away in 2001. My mom meant so much to me and without 
her I didn’t know what to do or how to get help. I found 
myself homeless and hopeless. One year I was sleeping on 
the street during a hurricane and I just remember crying out 
to God, simply praying for a clean bed to sleep in and a roof 
over my head.

When I came to CRM I found not only a clean bed and 
shelter, I found compassion. Prior to CRM I never knew what 
it was really to receive or give compassion to someone. I was 
broken when I first walked through the doors of CRM, but 
I’ve found an intimate relationship with God here. During 
my time in the LifeBuilders Recovery Program I learned a 
lot about myself and the root of my addiction. It’s not easy 
working through an addiction but recovery and restoration 
is worth it. I also learned a lot about God and developed 
my faith in ways I could’ve never imagined. I’ve come to see 
that everything the enemy took from me, God has given 
back to me and then some. I found God’s calling for my life 
at City Rescue Mission.

I graduated from City Rescue Mission’s LifeBuilders 

Program in 2015. Finishing the program was the first thing I 
ever completed in my entire life. After graduating from the 
program I got connected with the alumni association and 
started volunteering. I wanted to give back to the place and 
people that had given me my life back. I felt God calling me 
to be a Resident Assistant in the ladies dorms at City Rescue 
Mission. I wanted to be a positive influence on the ladies 
who were walking the path I knew all too well. I wanted 
to give them hope and encourage them that God is good 
and can carry you through the dark times. I volunteered to 
fill in for a weekend or two when they had an RA call out 
sick. After my third or fourth time filling in the manager told 
me to come in and fill out an application for employment. I 
didn’t think I had a chance getting the job due to my history 
and bad record. I went to the interview in the best outfit 
I could find and sitting as straight and poised as possible, 
as I had learned during Workforce Development at CRM. I 
ended up getting hired on as a Resident’s Assistant at City 
Rescue Mission. I received my first check in January of 2016 
and I’ll never forget it. That check was about so much more 
than money…it gave me something I hadn’t had in years…
that check gave me confidence and independence. 

I’ve worked at City Rescue Mission for three years now and 
I just love what I’m doing. Recently, I became the president 
of CRM’s alumni association. I can’t think of anywhere 
else I’d rather be. I get to have the same compassion and 
kindness in my voice as the the counselors who welcomed 
me at CRM had when I walked in. Every day I get to proclaim 
the goodness of the Lord. I know God is still working on 
me…He is not done yet. I can’t wait to see what God has in 
store for the New Year! 

etta’s story

  Chocolate Bar
1 oz. bar                  2.5 oz. bar                  6 oz.
  $3.25                         $4.50                      $8.00
(Business Card size)

CHARIS Chocolates is an entrepreneurial venture of City Rescue Mission, a 
Jacksonville nonprofit organization. To order contact Paul Stasi: 
904-421-5192 or e-mail, pstasi@crmjax.org 

4th Annual Difference Maker’s Banquet
featuriNg darryL strawberry 
Thursday, February 7th, 2019
Darryl Strawberry played 17 years of Major 
League Baseball. During his career, he helped 
lead the New York Mets to a World Series Cham-
pionship in 1986 and the New York Yankees to 
three World Series Championships in 1996, 1998 
and 1999. Strawberry was voted to the All-Star 
Game eight straight times from 1985-1991. He 
was inducted into the Mets Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Founder of the Darryl Strawberry Recovery Cen-
ter, today his purpose and passion is serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ by speaking a message of hope 
and helping others transform their lives through the power of the gospel. 

Join CRM and baseball legend Darryl Strawberry on February 7th at 
The Lexington Hotel & Conference Center for dinner and a story of 
redemption by reserving a table of 10 for $1,250 or a single seat for $125.
Purchase a table or seat by going to www.crmjax.org/events
For additional information contact Sarah Soule: ssoule@crmjax.org or 
call 904-421-5141. Sponsorship opportunities also available. 

Valentines Day will be here before you know it! What better way to show 
someone you love them than with chocolate! Plus, every purchase from 
CHARIS Chocolates helps to provide support to the hungry, homeless and 
those struggling with addiction in our community. 
  

tHaNk you for your HoLiday support! 

From Human SuFFering
to HuMaN fLourisHiNg

As we reflect on the holiday season, we are 
overwhelmed with gratitude for the generosity and 
support the Mission received. Because of you we 
fed over 2,000 people traditional Thanksgiving and 
Christmas meals, distributed toys to boys and girls 
who might not receive any other Christmas gift, 
and collected over 2,000 Shoeboxes of Love for our 
community. THANK YOU! 


