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City resCue MissioN Needs List
• Razors
• Deodorant
• Body Wash
• Travel-sized Sunscreen
• Chapstick

• Socks (men, women & children)
• Feminine Products
• Travel-sized Shampoo
• Small Soap Bars
• White Towels & Washcloths

City resCue MissioN CapitaL Needs

As we bring 2018 to a close we look back and reflect on all the good work that has been done and the many blessings 
the Mission has received. We are also looking ahead at 2019 and how the Mission needs to move forward in order to 
serve this community to the fullest. Below you will find a list of capital needs for the New Year:

•    Plumbing for NLI: $65,000
•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    HVAC for Chapel: $45,000
•    Fencing for NLI (black wrought iron): $45,000
•    New Elevator (McDuff): $42,600
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    McDuff Kitchen Flooring (Epoxy): $28,000
•    Roofs for 4 Homes of Hope Houses: $24,000
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000
•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000

•    Hot Water Heater McDuff LifeBuilders: $10,000  THANK YOU!
•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    Replace Lighting in Chapel: $6,500  THANK YOU!
•    Permanent Shed at NLI x 2: $6,000
•    Food Storage Warehouse Awning: $6,000
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $3,800
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Security Lights for Homes of Hope: $3,000
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $2,800
•    McDuff Kitchen Lighting Replacement: $1,800

Finding Strength
iN tHe saVior. 
Read Eric’s story of transformation on Pg.2
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Dear Friend,

Homeless men, women and children often 
find themselves living on the streets because 
of one or more unfortunate — and often 
unforeseen — circumstances. A sudden job 
loss. Eviction. Major medical issues. Domestic 
violence. Addictions to drugs and alcohol. 
Perhaps poor choices. It could happen to any 
of us, or someone we love.

No one chooses to be homeless. But many 
are so trapped by poor choices and addictions 
that it’s incredibly difficult to break free. We 
believe we have the solution, and it’s not 
even our idea. It’s God’s. Romans 12:1-2 is 
sort of a prescription for transformation, 
for truly turning a life around. Here’s how 
that passage reads in the NIV: “Therefore, 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God . . . Do 
not conform to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.” That’s the foundation of all that we 
do at the City Rescue Mission, particularly in 
our 18 month residential recovery program, 
LifeBuilders. Yes, we’re about making better 
choices and building better habits. But more 
so, we’re about changing hearts and souls, and 
pointing them to God, the One True Source of 
restoration and lasting change.

Our guests come in the front door at New 
Life Inn seeking emergency services and as we 
learn about their need for drug and alcohol 
recovery we encourage them to consider our 
LifeBuilders Program.  We are grateful that 
we could be there for Eric and our doors will 
continue to be open to all who choose to enter.  
Thank you for providing us with the resources 
to help hundreds, 365 days a year.  Thank you 
for loving those who are looking for change.  
We need you and we love you.

Gratefully, 

I started using pain pills because I needed an escape. I 
was 27 years old and just didn’t have a sense of identity, I 
felt lost, and just didn’t want to feel that way anymore. At 
the time I was working in a sales position and after I started 
using my sales actually increased because the drugs were 
making me more sociable. It didn’t take long though until 
the drugs started to disrupt my life. I never imagined myself 
becoming a daily user, but before I knew it, I was. On my 
30th birthday I tried heroin for the first time. 

I lost everything. I lost my job, my house and my wife. 
At my lowest point I found myself in the hospital after an 
overdose. I knew I needed help and thankfully so did my 
sister. My sister frequently volunteered at City Rescue 
Mission and knew the services they provided and also knew 
I needed somewhere to go and receive help. I decided it 
was time to surrender myself and my ways to get right 
and entered City Rescue Mission’s LifeBuilders Recovery 
Program. 

While I was in the LifeBuilders 
Program I learned the meaning 
of humility and also to forgive 
myself. It was hard at first to 
find that forgiveness but the 
more I learned about God’s 
love for me, the easier it was to 
forgive myself. Before coming 
to City Rescue Mission my faith 
was weak, I didn’t truly know 
who I was or who God was. In 
time I gained an understanding 
of who God is and who I am 

in Christ. Last March I graduated from the LifeBuilders 
Program.  Graduation day was great...it was something I 
was working towards for a long time. Having been a CRM 
alumni for almost a year now I’m amazed at the principals 
and things I learned at CRM are still with me today. I’m still 
recovering and working on me every day.  

After graduation I moved into one of City Rescue 
Mission’s Homes of Hope. The transition to the home 
was so smooth and it’s a wonderful thing to have such a 
nice home but also to have the level of accountability the 
Homes of Hope have provided to me in a very sensitive 
stage of the recovery process has meant a great deal to me. 
After the program you are still bombarded with temptation 
and emotional stressors that could pull you out of recovery 
and lead to relapse so having that safe place has helped me 
tremendously. 

I’ve found that community makes all the difference. I’m 
now working at the YMCA as a personal trainer and have 
found an incredible support system in my colleagues there, 
as well as, great fellowship at The District Church. Today, I 
know I don’t need to use drugs to deal with my anxiety and 
insecurities. For me now, it’s more spiritual. I know staying 
grateful for everything that has happened in my life helps 
with my joy. The Bible also says, “Perfect love casts out all 
fear” and so I try to keep my mind on Christ and all the good 
things in my life and that really helps with my anxiety. I find 
my strength in knowing the Savior. 

To anyone who is struggling out there I would just like 
to remind you that God loves you, no matter what you’ve 
done or how far you’ve gone out, God is still in love with 
you. 

eriC’s story

Coffee & CoNVersatioN

Finding Strength
iN tHe saVior.

“ALL YOU 
NEED IS LOVE. 
BUT A LITTLE 
CHOCOLATE 
NOW AND 
THEN 
DOESN’T DOESN’T 
HURT”
Charles 
Schultz

CHOCOLATES PRODUCED BY

City Rescue Mission
When you purchase Charis Chocolates 

you support meals for the hungry, 
shelter for those experiencing 

homelessness and treatment for
 those who are addicted. You  those who are addicted. You 

also provide job readiness, 
GED classes, emotional and 
spiritual care. Your purchase 

becomes the lifeline of 
hope, healing and change

 for those who are in the
 most need. Thank you for  most need. Thank you for 

supporting the mission.

CHARISCHOCOLATES.COM

saVe tHe date!
March 29 - LifeBuilders Spring Graduation
Join us the last Friday in March to celebrate with the men and women 
who have faithfully worked so hard to complete the LifeBuilders Resi-
dential Recovery Program here at City Rescue Mission. Graduation is at 
7:00pm in the Wayne M. Densch Chapel and all are invited to attend and 
celebrate life transformation! 

April 18 - Easter Banquet at New Life Inn
Our annual Easter Banquet downtown is coming up on April 18th! 
If you are interested in volunteering please contact Orvin Feliciano, 
ofeliciano@crmjax.org or call 904-421-5149.

August 26 - 11th Annual Champion’s Challenge Golf Tournament
It’s never too early to get your foursome together for City Rescue Mis-
sion’s Annual Champion’s Challenge golf tournament! Enjoy a fantastic 
day on one of the finest courses in the country, the Stadium Course at 
TPC Sawgrass, all while helping transform the lives of the hungry, home-
less and addicted. Sponsorship opportunities available. Go to crmjax.
org/events for more information! 

Please join us for Coffee and Conversation with Penny Kievet and fellow CRM 
champions on Thursday, March 28th at 10:00am on our McDuff Campus 

(426 S. McDuff Avenue, Jacksonville, FL)
RSVP to Angela Washington: awashington@crmjax.org or 904-421-5147 

Campus Tour, immediately following 


