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God Rest Ye.

Merry Christmas!

Donate online: “Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX
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City ResCue Mission needs List
• Razors
• Deodorant
• Body Wash
• Travel-sized Sunscreen
• Chapstick

Merry Gentlemen

• Socks (men, women & children)
• Feminine Products
• Travel-sized Shampoo
• Small Soap Bars
• White Towels & Washcloths

City ResCue Mission CapitaL needs

As we bring 2018 to a close we look back and reflect on all the good work that has been done and the many blessings 
the Mission has received. We are also looking ahead at 2019 and how the Mission needs to move forward in order to 
serve this community to the fullest. Below you will find a list of capital needs for the New Year:

•    Plumbing for NLI: $65,000
•    Add a Homes of Hope House: $60,000
•    Passenger Vans x 2: $60,000
•    HVAC for Chapel: $45,000
•    Fencing for NLI (black rod iron): $45,000
•    Renovations for 2 Homes of Hope Houses: $40,000
•    McDuff Kitchen Flooring (Epoxy): $28,000
•    Roofs for 4 Homes of Hope Houses: $24,000
•    Buildout for New Workout Area at NLI: $22,000
•    McDuff Storage Area: $16,000
•    Air Curtains/NLI/McDuff Kitchens: $15,000
•    Camera System for Men’s Dorm: $15,000

•    Hot Water Heater McDuff LifeBuilders: $10,000
•    Two New Water Heaters for WES: $7,600
•    Fencing for Men’s Dorm (chainlink): $7,500
•    Replace Lighting in Chapel: $6,500 
•    Permanent Shed at NLI x 2: $6,000
•    Food Storage Warehouse Awning: $6,000
•    New Flooring for Medical Clinic: $3,800
•    Replace Cracked Windows in Maintenance Shop: $3,700
•    Security Lights for Homes of Hope: $3,000
•    Water Fountain for NLI: $2,800
•    McDuff Kitchen Lighting Replacement: $1,800
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Dear Friends,

I hope Robin’s story in this issue of New Life 
News encourages you. His story is but one life 
you’ve helped transform this year. Like most 
men and women who seek help at City Rescue 
Mission, Robin was deeply involved in his 
addiction before coming to CRM. The emotional 
wounds most of our “students” and guests have 
experienced in their lives can follow them for a 
lifetime, often crippling them with bitterness, 
anger, self-loathing, drugs, alcohol, and even 
more hurtful relationships. For many of our 
students, they have never felt seen, known, 
loved or valued. All they want is for something - 
or someone - to take their pain away. They just 
want a new life and a new life story. Thanks to 
a Child born in a manger, we know there is a 
Bigger Story that makes that new life possible 
for all of us. At the Incarnation, Jesus clothed 
Himself in our flesh, pain, and weakness. Then 
He embraced us, as if to say, “I see you, I know 
you, and I love you.  I will redeem you and never 
abandon you.” Just like our guests and students 
- just like Robin - Jesus experienced pain, 
struggle, loneliness and poverty. And He died to 
set us all free from that. That’s the story, and 
that’s the message, that makes healing possible 
for every hurting man, woman and child at the 
City Rescue Mission. Thanks to generous and 
caring people like you, even more struggling 
people will hear that story this Christmas. Of 
course, our human gifts to each other could 
never compare to God’s gift of His Son. But, like 
Jesus, your gifts tell our students and guests, 
“I see you. I know and love you, and I will not 
abandon you.” You offer them real gifts of hope 
and new life. So as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of our Lord and Savior this holiday season, 
thank you for your caring partnership. 

I thank God for you,

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen

For years I struggled with an addiction to both drugs 
and alcohol. As a father of seven children, I didn’t want my 
addictions to disrupt my children’s lives so I pulled away 
from them thinking I was protecting them. Even though 
I was pulling away from my kids to protect them, that 
distance significantly damaged my relationship with my 
children and my first wife. 

I was fortunate enough to get married again and to the 
most wonderful woman I have ever met. We were married 
for 23 incredible years until she passed this past May from 
cancer. My wife was my everything. All she ever wanted 
was for me to get clean and stay clean. We once separated 
for a year and a half and that was my wake up call to get 
sober. I knew if I didn’t get my act together, I would lose the 
best thing that has ever happened to me. I got sober and 
I’m so glad I did. I was clean and able to take care of my wife 
as she battled cancer…it’s the least I could do after she had 
taken care of me for so long. 

After my wife passed away I couldn’t sleep or eat. I 
was depressed and tried self-harm and contemplated 
suicide. The doctor later diagnosed me with PTSD. I went 
to a mental health facility in Daytona and that is where my 
counselor suggested City Rescue Mission. He set everything 
up and I arrived at CRM in June. I’ve now been at CRM for 
six months and feel like the Mission has helped me stand 

back up on my own two feet. I’ve accepted God back into 
my life again and work on my relationship with Him every 
day. I’ve found the more I work with him, the more I see 
other areas of my life improve. 

CRM has helped me start to build a new life. Now, there 
are still some bad days mixed with the good but I’m learning 
how to cope. I work in the Recovered Treasures Thrift Store 
warehouse and that job gives me a purpose and takes my 
mind off things. I’ve also been spending a lot of time in 
CRM’s learning center to get certificates in E-commerce 
so that I can get a good job after I graduate from the 
LifeBuilders Residential Recovery Program. I’m grateful that 
I have found a strong support system of Christ-centered 
people here at the Mission who help keep me uplifted 
and centered. This Christmas will be the first without my 
wife, so I know it will be difficult but because of God and 
CRM I am now speaking to some of my children again. As 
I reconnect with my children I have hope for Christmases 
to come. Looking ahead at the New Year, I hope in 2019 to 
go back to work, get a place of my own, and find a church 
home. I don’t know exactly what’s going to happen but I’m 
sure because of God, it will all be all right. If it wasn’t for 
City Rescue Mission, I’d be dead, but instead I’ll celebrate 
another Christmas and look forward to the promise of a 
New Year and a new life with Christ at the center. 

Robin’s Story

Consider a sweeter way to say thank you to your customers or friends 
at Christmastime! Hand-made, luxury chocolate is a great gift that 

everyone will love.
       Popcorn
      6 oz. bag              12 oz. bag
        $9.00                     $16.00

  Chocolate Bar
1 oz. bar                  2.5 oz. bar                  6 oz.
  $3.25                         $4.50                      $8.00
(Business Card size)

CHARIS Chocolates is an entrepreneurial venture of City Rescue Mission, 
a Jacksonville nonprofit organization. All net proceeds go directly to help 
the hungry, hurting, homeless and addicted City Rescue Mission provides 
hope, healing and change through meals, shelter, residential drug treat-
ment, life skills, workforce development, transitional housing, and after-
care. To order call, 904-421-5192 or e-mail, pstasi@crmjax.org 

4th Annual Difference Maker’s Banquet
FeatuRing daRRyL stRawbeRRy 
Thursday, February 7th, 2019

Darryl Strawberry played 17 years of Major 
League Baseball. During his career, he helped 
lead the New York Mets to a World Series Cham-
pionship in 1986 and the New York Yankees to 
three World Series Championships in 1996, 1998 
and 1999. Strawberry was voted to the All-Star 
Game eight straight times from 1985-1991. He 
was inducted into the Mets Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Founder of the Darryl Strawberry Recovery Cen-
ter, today his purpose and passion is serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ by speaking a message of hope 
and helping others transform their lives through the power of the gospel. 

Join CRM and baseball legend Darryl Strawberry on February 7th at 
The Lexington Hotel & Conference Center for dinner and a story of 
redemption by reserving a table of 10 for $1,250 or a single seat for $125.
RSVP to Sarah Soule: ssoule@crmjax.org or call 904-421-5141. 
Sponsorship opportunities also available. 
For more information go to www.crmjax.org! 

Thank You for Providing Transformation This Thanksgiving
We wish to extend a BIG THANK YOU to all who tuned into our friends at The Promise (100.7) 
& The Praise (94.1) during our Thankful for Transformation Telethon in November. Thank you 

for giving a gift of hope, healing & change this holiday season!

Thank you to C2C for donating $10,000 to 
CRM’s Thankful for Transformation Telethon.

Dozens of volunteers helped to make our telethon 
a success! Special thanks to the UNF Nursing students!

Big thanks to Gary Walsh from The Promise, 
Michael Overstreet and LifeBuilders alumni, Eric.


