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“Let me break three eggs on your head and i’ll give you 
a dollar,” said a boy to his younger brothers. “okay!” 
the little one replied. Giggling with anticipation, the 
older brother cracked the first two eggs, but not the 

third. attempting to open his eyes, he said, “come on, 
i’m ready,” to which the older brother slyly replied, 

“are you kidding? That would cost me a dollar.” What 
a disappointment! if only the younger brother could 

have had some sort of guarantee.
 

We can provide a solid guarantee for those we love 
with an up-to-date will. Jesus said in Matthew 7:24 

that whoever hears His words and follows them is like 
“a wise man who built his house on the rock.” taking 
time to be sure your financial house is in order today 
can ensure you’ve established a solid foundation for 

generations to come.
 

a rock-solid estate plan:
• ensures the person of your choosing distributes your  
   estate upon death.
• allows you to name guardianship of your children.
• reduces taxes and court costs.
• creates an opportunity to bless a favorite christian    
   charity like city rescue Mission.
 
consider today how you can build a solid foundation 
for the future.

 
for the full version of this article, ask for a free copy 

of “Give Your family a rock-solid Guarantee” by 
contacting Karen C. Erren at 904-421-5192 or 

kerren@crmjax.org. 

What’s the matter? 
Can’t take a yolk?
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Thank you 

CRM extends heartfelt thanks to 
Winn Dixie and the Bi-LoHoldings 

Foundation for a $25,000 grant!  

Bring this coupon to our thrift store for 
BOGO men’s or women’s shirt, 

good through Dec. 31, 2014.

The Gift of CRM
 
LifeBuilders students reflected on the gifts they’ve 
received since entering the addiction recovery 
program at CRM, thanks to your generosity! 
Here’s a sampling of what they had to say.
 
What’s the best gift you’ve been given since you 
came to CRM?
 
“love”
“getting to know myself”
“one more chance to get it right”
“learning about the Lord”
“peace”
“forgiveness”
“humility”
“learning how to apply the fruits of the 
spirit through our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ”

CRM DEC 14.indd   1 11/20/14   12:34:27 PM



904.387.HELP (4357) Tweet @CRMjax

“I didn’t want to die 
without getting back 

together with my family.”
 

Sorority sister. Beauty 
queen. College graduate. 
Teacher. Wife. Mother. 
Addict... 

de’Morris led a middle-class, 
conventional life until her 
baby brother went to prison 
for shooting someone. Her 
family was devastated, and 
she lost hope. crack cocaine 
seemed like the answer, even 

though she was three months’ pregnant with her third 
child the first time she smoked it. “i was already weak and 
vulnerable,” she says. “i started getting high all the time.”  
 
 Her life quickly spiraled out of control. after spending a 
night in jail, she was fired from her job as a program man-
ager for an after-school program. soon she was prostitut-
ing, shoplifting, selling whatever she could get her hands 
on to make money. Her relationship with her 14-year-old 
daughter ended after a violent confrontation. “Nobody in 
my family liked me anymore,” she admits.
 
 de’Morris self-medicated with drugs and alcohol for 10 
years. at one point, her whole family staged an interven-
tion. she agreed to enter treatment at another local rehab 
program, but the waiting list was long, and she lost in-
terest before a bed became available. “i wasn’t ready for 
myself,” she explains.
 
 in 2012, she made her way to the New Life inn on the rec-
ommendation of a friend. after staying at the shelter for a 
week, she entered the LifeBuilders addiction recovery pro-
gram. “This time it was my idea. i just knew that i needed 
help,” she recalls. “i didn’t want to die in the street.” she 
had completely lost touch with her daughter and her older 
son, who were by then adults. she had sent her younger 
son out of state to live with his father.
 
two years later, de’Morris’ life has been transformed. 
“crM taught me how to love myself, how to love others, 
how to change my heart, change the way i was thinking,” 
she says. “it taught me how to behave in a different way. 
it really taught me that i can’t do any of this by myself, 
that i did need help, and my help comes from God.” 

Did you know that your end-of-year gift is critical to 
our success? Did you know that a gift of  stock can 
benefit CRM while offering you a tax savings? CRM 
chooses to accept no government funding whatsoever. 
We are supported entirely by the generosity of  
individuals, businesses, churches and private 
foundations who believe in the work we do to help 
transform lives through the love of  Jesus Christ. We 
depend on these contributions, especially during the 
holidays, to help keep us going every day of  the year.
 
At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of  our Savior, 
God’s gift of  salvation to the world. The three wise 
men brought gold, silver and myrrh to the baby Jesus, 
symbols of  the future roles of  Christ the King. Will 
you share some of  your earthly treasure this Christmas 
by making a gift to City Rescue Mission?

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. They opened their treasures and presented him with 
the gifts of gold, frankincense,and myrrh. (Matthew 2:11)

The counseling she received at crM was the most valu-
able component of the program for de’Morris. “By 
coming here, i was able to get rid of a lot of hurt, stuff 
that i didn’t realize was inside of me,” she reflects. “i 
learned how to forgive others.”
 
That forgiveness led to reconciliation, the best christ-
mas gift ever. de’Morris forgave herself, and her chil-
dren forgave her too. “i’m blessed to be able to have my 
children still here with me,” she says. she visited her 
younger son for Thanksgiving, and since he has a No-
vember birthday, she celebrated that with him as well. 
“He still loves me and still wants to be with me,” she 
gushes. “He’s happy i’m not sick anymore. He’s proud 
of me,” she says through tear-soaked eyes. she’s back in 
touch with her older son, now a student at Kent state 
University in ohio. and the renewal of her relationship 
with her daughter has been especially poignant for her 
since they were estranged during the girl’s teen years.
 

The triumph that this new de’Morris feels in her soul 
shines through her broad smile. You hear it in her ram-
bunctious laugh and see it when she bats her long false 
eyelashes playfully. You feel it when the tears flow from 
her luminous, soft brown eyes. “i just learned me,” she 
declares. “The good me.”  

de’Morris now babysits for her grandson while her 
daughter works during the week. she will move into an 
apartment in January and is looking for full-time work 
again. “i want to be a responsible adult and a citizen 
who contributes to society in a positive way now,” she 
proclaims. “i won’t go back no matter what.”
 
This christmas will be a special one for de’Morris: three 
generations gathering around the same tree to celebrate 
the birth of the savior.

“I knew I was safe at CRM. 
That’s the main thing. I was able 

to start trusting.”

Why I GIve to CRM
 

“We have been ‘snow-
birds’ from Maine for a 
number of years. We are 
blessed to have found 

CRM. It has become our 
favorite ‘winter charity.’  
We believe wholeheartedly 

in its mission and 
support it 

enthusiastically.” 
Moira and Robert F.

CRM donors

Please join us on January 20 between 
3:30 and 5:30 p.m. for City Rescue 

Mission Open House. We look forward 
to showing you around and to thanking 

you personally for your partnership! 
Penny - Executive Director

  
 

HOUSEOPEN

Did You 
Know? 

LifeBuilders 
Students Learn the 

Gift of Giving
 
 Many generous and thoughtful 
donors just like you remember our 
LifeBuilders students at Christmas 
every year. These gifts embody 
the true spirit of  the holiday. This 
year for the first time, LifeBuilders 
students will return the favor 
by giving back to others less 
fortunate! On the first three 
Saturdays in December, students 
will volunteer to help Feeding 
Northeast Florida, Rethreaded, and 
other local nonprofits. “The idea 
is to reinforce the gift of  giving,” 
says Emergency Services Manager 
Jaime Davis. “We want our stu-
dents to understand that Christmas 
is more about giving than receiving. 
And we want them to be a posi-
tive influence in the community.”
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