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September 2013

September 27th, 6:30 p.m.
LifeBuilders Graduation

October 1st - 31st
Sock Drive 

October 10th
World Homeless Day 

October 17th
Church Secretary’s Seminar

November 17th - 23rd
National Homeless Week

November 27th
Thanksgiving Meal at New Life Inn

November 1st - December 15th
Shoeboxes of Love 

December 20th
Christmas Meal at New Life Inn

For more information contact Amy Christus at 
904-421-5157 or achristus@crmjax.org.

Living In a Place Called Trust
A young lady was sunbathing on the beach 

when a little boy in his swimming trunks, came 
up and asked her, “Do you believe in God?” Sur-
prised by the question she replied, “Why, yes, 
I do.” Then he asked “Do you read your Bible 
and pray every day?” Again she said, “Yes!” By 
now her curiosity was very much piqued. The 
little lad sighed with relief and said, “Okay then, 
will you hold my money while I go swimming?” 
(Source: “Confrontation” by Gordon Curley)

Trust is an important part of the Christian life. 
From the moment of salvation to walking with 

Christ each day, we practice trust. But did you 
know God trusts us too? He entrusts us with re-
lationships, children and even financial provi-
sion. And He is our example of faithfulness in 
all these things: “…He never changes or casts 
a shifting shadow.” (James 1:17) So how can 
we honor God and prove trustworthy with our 
finances?

One practical way is by choosing to support 
ministries that are impacting lives for Christ. 
This could be through a one-time charitable gift, 
or by including a ministry organization you trust 

into your Will. You can even support ministries 
you love like City Rescue Mission from your 
Roth IRA. And now is a wonderful time to do 
that thanks to new legislation that extends the 
IRA Charitable Rollover allowing you the ben-
efits of donating while avoiding federal tax li-
ability.

For a FREE copy of our stewardship bul-
letin “The Gift That Keeps on Giving” simply 
check the box on the enclosed reply card or 
contact Heather Corey from City Rescue Mis-
sion at 904-421-5180 or hcorey@ crmjax.org.

City Rescue Mission

A generous local donor provided 1,500 pairs of 
new athletic shoes for City Rescue Mission to give 
away to those in need. The unique shoes from Inspire 
Christianity were inscribed with “Walk in Love” on 
each side and “John 3:16” on the front. The donor, 
who wished to remain anonymous, stated “I just want 

to bless the community.”
Shoes were given away at CRM’s Thrift Store on 

Normandy Blvd and CRM also provided free hot 
dogs to those in attendance, as well as offer-ing dis-
counts at the CRM Thrift Store throughout the day. 

The giveaway was an excellent opportunity to 
share God’s love with many of our neighbors in need.

Walking in Love Shoe Giveaway 
Provides 1,500 Pairs of New Shoes to Those in Need

Tish-Shaunna knew hardship from an ear-
ly age. “My Mom left the home when I was 
just 18 months old.” Tish-Shaunna’s father 
brought another woman into the home who 
was abusive, causing Tish-Shaunna to act out 
at school and run away from home. The result 
was Tish-Shaunna spending a great deal of 
time at Orlando’s Juvenile Center. 

When Tish-Shaunna was in 6th grade her 
father was deported back to Jamaica, leaving 
her to be raised by an abusive step-mother. 
“Marijuana was never hidden from us. I start-
ed smoking marijuana at the age of 13.” Mari-
juana became an easy outlet for Tish-Shaunna 
having grown up with her father’s free spirited 
ideas about it.

Just one day before Tish-Shaunna’s 15th 
birthday, she was kicked out of her home. 
With nowhere to go and no one to guide her, 
Tish-Shaunna turned to prostitution. “I didn’t 
have a childhood. I spent it in Juvenile Hall 
and on the streets. I slept on park benches and 
walked the streets at night.” By the age of 16, 
Tish-Shaunna was fully engulfed in the life 
of a prostitute. “I began selling crack cocaine 

in addition to 
prostituting. I 
did it for money 
to buy clothes, 
food, and just 
to live.” Around 
age 18, Tish-
S h a u n n a ’ s 
mother came 
back into her 
life and brought 
her to Jackson-
ville. Even with 
a fresh start 
in a new city, 
her life didn’t 
change. “I be-
gan working at 

a strip club and got hooked back on cocaine 
and was introduced to ecstasy.” Her lifestyle 
led her into abusive relationships. “I just was 
hopeless. I had no life. I was in a very dark 
place.”

While living on the streets from crack 

house to crack house, Tish-Shaunna saw an 
old friend. “I used to get high with him at his 
house, but he was different now.” He told her 
about City Rescue Mission’s Life-Builders 
program and that he now worked at CRM. 
Tish-Shaunna carried that with her as she con-
tinued to live on the streets. “I was laying on 
the floor of a crack house one night, praying 
for something better. I remembered my old 
friend and I called CRM.”

When Tish-Shaunna arrived at CRM,  at the 
age of 29, she was broken. “I was physically, 
emotionally and mentally tired after all I had 
been through.” Tish-Shaunna found it diffi-
cult to trust anyone. At CRM she was able to 
work through different issues in her life. “The 
grace I found at CRM helped me open up. I 
began listening to what they were telling me 
about God. I began reading the Bible and try-
ing the different things that counselors were 
suggesting to help me because I knew what 
I had been doing wasn’t working. God began 
to open my heart and begin to trust.” For the 
first time, Tish-Shaunna experienced real love. 
“CRM let me know that it was okay that I was 
jacked up when I came in the door. I had all 
these issues and they let me know that Jesus 
still loves me and they loved me. Grace was 
demonstrated to me through the staff.”

CRM’s Acosta Learning Center played a 
large part in Tish-Shaunna’s transformation. 

“Something inside me knew there was some-
thing better.” Since Tish-Shaunna hadn’t been 
in school since 8th grade, the learning center 
was a great help to her. “Ms. Cook and the 
volunteers worked with me to develop the 
skills I had. Ms. Cook saw things in me that 
I couldn’t see in my-self. She gave me hope.” 
Tish-Shaunna is working toward earning her 
GED. She has passed the reading and writing 
portion and is preparing to complete the math 
and science portion, as she also prepares to 
graduate from the LifeBuilders program.

Tish-Shaunna has also found work at Re-
threaded, a mission dedicated to love people 
affected by the sex trade. “To come from the 
background I come from and be able to work 
at Rethreaded is amazing. They don’t care 
who I used to be and I feel respected in my 
work environment.”

After all that Tish-Shaunna has been 
through, she feels at peace with where God 
has placed her. “I  know this mission can help 
people. It helped me. When I came in those 
doors I was an abused, neglected and aban-
doned child. Today I am a mature, loving and 
happy woman with a future and a hope.”

Tish-Shaunna will participate in CRM’s 
LifeBuilders graduation on September 27th. 
The public is encouraged to attend this free 
event and support the graduates as they cel-
ebrate transformation in their own lives.
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Nearly 100 golfers came out to support City Rescue Mission at this year’s Champions Challenge Golf Tournament.   
The event hosted a record number of teams in its history. Participants also enjoyed dinner and a live and silent auction at 
the TPC Sawgrass, all to support the life transforming work of the City Rescue Mission.

5th Annual Champions Challenge Golf Tournament
to benefit CRM a Huge Success

How Can You Help?How Can You Help?

5th Annual Champions Challenge Golf Tournament
Raised $ to Support CRM

Shop the CRM Thrift Store
Enjoy great deals and weekly specials 

Every Monday is Senior Day
Ages 55+ save 15% off all purchases!

Monday - Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
5343 Normandy Blvd.
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Congratulations to CRM’s Dental Clinic Manager, Kim Kilby 
on being awarded FSCJ’s “Good Neighbor” Award!

Each year, Florida State College’s North Cam-
pus/Nassau Center presents a “Good Neighbor” 
award to recognize and thank those community 
and business partners who have supported the 
educational mission of the College. 

Under Kim’s leadership, FSCJ Dental Hygiene 
students are able to complete internship hours 
at the CRM Dental Clinic. Kim, along with vol-
unteer Dentists and FSCJ students had 587 
visits to the Dental Clinic in 2012. Through the 
CRM Dental Clinic, Kim is able to help men and 

women gain confidence while working to transform their lives through the 
LifeBuilders program. Thank you, Kim, for your outstanding effort in helping 
to change lives at CRM!

Thank you to our Major Sponsors

There are several items we need to help our guests 
feel right at home.

Contributions are tremendously appreciated!

Jobs for LifeBuilders Students
Groups to Host Supper Clubs
Projection Equipment for CRM Chapel
Boxes of Tissues
Calculators 
Student Dictionaries
Individual Dry Eraser Boards
Men’s Scrubs Sizes 2x and Larger

Drop off M-F 9:00a - 5:00p   426 S. McDuff Ave., Jacksonville, FL
Contact: 904.421.5157  

Because You GaveBecause You Gave

6,386 nights of safe shelter

19,381 total meals served

117 students in our LifeBuilders program 

43 visits to the dental clinic

80 patient visits to the medical clinic

Your gifts provided these services 
for the homeless in July:

Thank you to the many businesses and individuals who supported 
this year’s Champions Challenge to make it the best year yet!

You Are Invited!
LifeBuilders Graduation

Friday, 
September 27th

6:30 pm
at 426 S. McDuff Avenue Chapel

Everyone is welcome to attend this event 
to support CRM’s LifeBuilders students!

My First Birthday Party at 41
Each year, City Rescue Mission’s LifeBuiders 

enjoy a mission-wide picnic. This year’s theme 
was “Birthday Party”. Many of the adult students 
in CRM’s LifeBuilders Addic-ion Recovery pro-
gram have never experienced a birthday celebra-
tion. This year’s event gave each student a taste of 
the fun they may have missed. Volunteers donated 
more than forty dozen cupcakes for this special 
event. Interim Executive Director, Penny Kievet 
recognized the importance of the day for the Life-
Builder’s students, “What a great fun day where 
our students had a wonderful time.  It was awe-
some to see them in the moment from balancing 
cotton on a spoon to singing in the choir.  This is 
one of CRM’s great moments and a special day 
for our students.”

The annual picnic is just one of the ways that 
CRM’s LifeBuilders program helps students learn 
to have fun without drugs, alcohol or other life 
controlling addictions.

If your church or group would like to plan an 
activity for CRM’s LifeBuilders students, contact 
our volunteer office at (904) 421-5157.

Church Secretary Seminar
Thursday, October 17th 
9am -  1pm  |  Cost: Free

Featured Speaker: Vera Jones
Learn about how CRM can help your 

church reach out to those affected by 
homelessness and addiction. Our featured 
speaker will be Vera Jones, author and 
broadcaster. Lunch provided by CRM.

Call (904) 421-5157 to register.
Visit www.verasvoiceworks.com for more 

information about the featured speaker.

Before

After
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