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Please consider donating 
these items
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NEEDS LIST

A Message from our
Executive Director
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FROM PENNY’S PEN

OUR NEW
LOOK ONLINE

On Page 4

We Have a New Website

YOU’RE
INVITED!

On Page 4

Spring Graduation

STAY CONNECTED
Donate online:
donate.crmjax.org

“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

Celebrating Our Anniversary!
Read how the legendary Pat Boone led an unforgettable evening 
celebrating 70 Years of Hope, Healing & Change. Pages 2 and 3.

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.

Getting our priorities out of order can sometimes deliver unfortunate 
consequences. That’s why it’s important to regularly determine which items 
on our plate are “essential” to creating a full life and the legacy we wish to 
leave behind.

In his NY Times’ best-seller Essentialism: The Disciplined Pursuit of Less, Greg 
McKeown states, “Essentialism isn’t about getting more done in less time. It’s 
about getting only the right things done.” As Christians, some of the “right 
things” should include putting energy into our relationship with God, others 
and considering how those “essentials” impact the decisions we make. One 
“essential” that can have a big impact on our loved ones and the ministries 
we care about like City Rescue Mission is creating or updating our Will. An 
updated Will is a perfect way to communicate what is most essential to you 
and help you live out 1 Peter 3:11 - to “seek peace and ensue it.”

To discover three important questions you can ask yourself to live more in 
tune with you “essentials” request our free bulletin.

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “Three Questions for an 
Essential Life” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue Mission at (904) 421-
5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at 

www.christianwill.org/crm

What is Essential?

Thank you to the amazing people at Interchanges for the 
creation of our beautiful, brand new website! We are so 

excited to better connect with all of you who make this all 
possible. Take a look at all that is new online at crmjax.org

• Twin White Sheet Sets
• Bed Pillows
• Hotel-sized Shampoo & Soap
• White Towels & Wash Cloths
• Scrubs

Please drop off at 426 S. McDuff Ave.

We Are in Need
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City Rescue Mission Celebrates 70 Years with Help From a Legend
    Thursday, February 4th, was a festive night of 
music as we reminisced on what has been and 
forecasted what is yet to come for City Rescue 
Mission. Jacksonville native, Pat Boone, 
joined CRM at the Hyatt Regency Downtown 
Riverfront for our 70th Anniversary Gala, Love 
Letters: An Evening with Pat Boone sponsored 
by St. Johns Investment Management 

Company, LLC.
Starting in 1946, City Rescue Mission was known for 

offering “soup, soap and salvation.” Over the last 70 years, 
CRM has advanced into a three-pronged organization that 
meets the basic needs of the homeless, provides long-
term addiction recovery programs and helps people return 
to independent living through education, life skills, and 
workforce development.

Looking beyond the past 70 years, City Rescue Mission 
recently began a journey of community transformation. 
In 2015, CRM successfully launched the “Homes of Hope” 
campaign. CRM has thirteen bungalows which are 1200 
square feet each and include two bedrooms on the McDuff 
property. Every home was in need of renovation. Thanks to 
different partners in the community, sponsorships for each 
home allowed for complete makeovers. “When our students 
graduate from the LifeBuilders Program, they are ready to 
be contributing fellow citizens who support their families 
and society. We are revitalizing our neighborhood through 
renovating these empty houses and giving graduates an 
affordable place to live. We are not just in the business 
of transforming lives, but our neighborhood too!” stated 
executive director, Penny Kievet.

The evening was emceed by Arthur Crofton, host of 
the Morning Show on 96.1 WEJZ, who said, “CRM does so 
much for Jacksonville. I am privileged to have been a part of 
this great organization for many years. These seventy years 
translate into thousands of folks who received services for 
addiction recovery.”

Former City Council President for the City of Jacksonville, 
and also CRM Board Member, Clay Yarborough, presented 
the Mayoral Proclamation from Mayor Lenny Curry 
which declared February 4, 2016 as City Rescue Mission 
Appreciation Day.

The evening also contained the intriguing story of Pat 
Boone’s life and his connections to Jacksonville. Mr. Boone 
was born in Riverside Hospital in 1934. He shared about 
the controversy in his second film, “April Love,” when he 
wouldn’t kiss leading lady Shirley Jones because it wasn’t 
in the script and he hadn’t cleared it with his wife ahead of 

time. His career has spanned 65 years. Many attended to 
hear him sing and to give their well wishes to CRM. 

In addition to blessing the crowd with four songs, including 
“Love Letters in the Sand,” Pat Boone said, “I love City Rescue 
Mission and all the fine work they do in this community as 
they serve the least, last and lost. City Rescue Mission is 
about the homeless shelter on State St. where people are 
touched at their most desperate point. They are also about 
the LifeBuilders recovery program housed at the McDuff 
campus. This long-term, faith-based therapeutic program 
literally dismantles lives torn and broken and rebuilds them 
with confidence and hope through God’s amazing touch. 
And, as we celebrate tonight we also want to be thankful for 
the third dimension of what this great place offers and that 
is education, life skills, job preparation, jobs, and transitional 
housing.” Boone went on to liken the services of the mission 
to the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37.

Eric, a recent graduate from the LifeBuilders program, 
was featured in a wonderful video that Eric followed up with 
a personal update and encouraging words. Eric sees God 
as his lifesaver. He talked about the way in which God used 
CRM to get him back on his feet. He doesn’t believe that he 
would have made without the ministry of the mission. Eric is 
a living testimony of the way in which a life can be built. He 
graduated last fall and is busy working, participating in his 
church, and volunteering at the mission to help out in any 
way he can.

Everyone in attendance received a love letter from our 
students. Each person also had the opportunity to write 
a love letter of encouragement back to our students. One 
person wrote this:

“Congratulations on completing 6 months in CRM’s 
program! Blessings and good wishes as you continue to 
make good decisions leading to positive changes in your life. 
You and CRM are in my prayers.”

“This was an elegant Gala, really the best in Jacksonville,” 
said one participant. “It was really a night to behold!” said 
another.

God has truly used CRM to bring hope, healing and change 
to the weak, the broken, the down trodden, the addicted. 
We want to thank our many supporters for partnering with 
us in this endeavor. This partnership comes in forms of 
volunteering time, praying regularly for the mission, and all 
of the financial offerings given to the Lord so He can do great 
things through what CRM has been called to do. Without 
you, none of this would be possible. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you!
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Dear Friend,
There was no doubt about God’s presence 

at our Anniversary Gala on February 4th. It 
really was an evening filled with the glory of His 
presence as City Rescue Mission celebrated 
70 amazing years and took a glimpse at what 
the future will look like.

One of the love letters read, “Dear 
Beloved Student, Sending prayers, joy and 
encouragement on your life building journey! 
God is faithful and will give you strength in 
your weakest moments.” I wish you could 
have seen the tears as our students cherished 
the love letters that we written for them.

The night was filled with love: love 
letters, love songs, love of CRM, love of our 
community, love of and for God, and His love 
for us. Enough love to fill a room and the next 
70 years.

Pat Boone noted, “I’ve experienced a lot of 
highlights in my blessed life. Those that rate 
highest for me are ones that enable me to be 
a contributing part of events and programs 
that help needy and helpless people. My 
recent evening with City Rescue Mission in 
Jacksonville is one of those major highlights. 
In my birthplace city, this Good Samaritan 
program has reached out and materially 
supported, for 70 years, the hungry, homeless 
and helpless in our very midst. When I stand 
before God I hope He will remember our 
miraculous night at the CRM event and the 
many who will be benefitting from our efforts. 
I sure won’t forget it.”

Thank you, friend, for your amazing support 
that has been and will continue to be. Our 
doors are open wide and we can hardly wait 
to see the journey that is ahead with your 
continued love and support.

         Blessings,

A “Love Letter” from a student in the 
LifeBuilders program to a guest at the 

Gala.

Evening Emcee, Arthur Crofton, City 
Rescue Mission Executive Director, 
Penny Kievet, and Mr. Pat Boone.

Eric, a recent LifeBuilders graduate, 
addresses the crowd after sharing his 

video testimony.

The music of a legend. Pat Boone 
performs some of his hits for the 
crowd of nearly 350 supporters.

Guests of Gala sponsor, St. Johns Investment Management Company. Thanks 
for being a special part of an unforgettable evening!


