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My Life: Now Polished

CRM exists to transform the lives of the homeless and needy, serving them through the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.

How One Man Gives Back by Shining the Shoes of Others
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New NewsLife Upcoming Events
March 6th:     Volunteer Orientation
      12:00pm at McDuff Campus

March 28th:   LifeBuilders Graduation
      7:00-8:30pm at McDuff Campus

April 17th:     Easter Banquet at New Life Inn
      To volunteer, e-mail swarren@crmjax.org

April 24th:     Metamorphosis Fashion Show
      7:00pm at McDuff Campus.  Tickets $15

You’re Invited to Graduation
On March 28th, City Rescue Mission 
will congratulate students who have 

successfully completed our LifeBuilders 
program! Come join us in praise for all 

God has done in their lives!
7:00pm at McDuff Campus
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6th Annual Champions Challenge
Mark your calendar for this year’s 

Champions Challenge Golf Tournament at 
the legendary Stadium Course at

TPC Sawgrass. 
Monday, August 25th, 2014

Shotgun Start at 1:00 pm

For more info contact Ruth Ann Hepler 904-421-5141

The Benefits of Planned Giving...Many Ways to Leave a Legacy
What would you like to leave behind 

for future generations? You can use 
your will to give loved ones more than 
money. You can  leave them your val-
ues. In fact, most families are comfort-
ed when their parents have arranged 
to make a permanent gift to charity as 
a way to “endow” the giving they’ve 
done year after year. Planned giving 
as a part of  your financial and estate 

plans can ensure that your charitable 
donations continue to transform lives 
now and for years to come. 

For more information on making 
a planned gift to City Rescue 

Mission, please contact Penny 
Kievet at (904) 421-5156 or 

pkievet@crmjax.org

New Life Scripture
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 

and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

Jeremiah 29:11



Willie hails from the Roll Tide state 
of  Alabama, but was raised much 
more locally in Brunswick, Ga. He 
comes from a very close-knit family, but 
unfortunately, one without his mother.

“My parents met when they were 
around 19 or 20,” said Willie. “Dad 
raised me along with my Grandmother.”

Willie is the oldest of  two brothers, 
and they still talk regularly today.

Despite the closeness of  the family, 
Willie experimented with all types of  
substances at a very young age.

“I drank alcohol around the house 
and smoked marijuana and cigarettes 
around the age of  12,” stated Willie. 
“That later led me to the addiction 
of  harder drugs like heroin, and 
that was an addiction that lasted 20 
years or more. I mostly stayed in and 
out of  prison 
because I had no 
constructive way 
of  living.”

In 1984, Willie 
went to a local 
help center and met a counselor there 
who later became a staple at City 
Rescue Mission and continue to help 
the lives of  men all over Jacksonville, 
the late Pastor Harley.

“I credit him with my starting point 
to recovery,” declared Willie. “When I 
later came to be at City Rescue Mission, 
Pastor Harley was working there and 
became my counselor. We became very 
close friends.”

While Willie was a student in the 
LifeBuilders program at CRM, he 
volunteered at the Thrift Store. His sole 

purpose, pun intended, was to work 
on fixing the shoes for sale and getting 
them polished and clean.

“God said His word is a lamp unto our 
feet and a light to our path, so I have to 
make sure those feet look good,” Willie 
said laughing.

“Before our shoes were only selling 
for about $2 or $5, but after Willie 

would clean them up, that same pair of  
shoes would sell for $10 or $20,” said 
Valerie Koran, store manager.

After graduating from the program 
four years ago, Willie is back as a 
volunteer every day at the Thrift 
Store. He’s back in his comfort zone, 
surrounded by polish and leather.

“I’m so thankful for City Rescue 
Mission,” stated Willie. “Because of  
God using them I learned the true value 
of  grace and what grace is. I never 
knew it before. I only knew The Lord’s 

Prayer. I don’t have to do anything 
special or be anyone special. We’re all 
special to God.”

Willie continued to solidify the great 
work that God had done in his heart 
and soul through CRM.

“They gave me a solid foundation to 
live on. There was no longer a back 
and forth to my life of  corruption. I 
could learn to maintain my way of  
living that had been taught and given 
to me through grace. It’s all because 
of  the program,” said Willie.

Willie’s gratitude for what God 
and CRM did for him compels him 
to continue his volunteer work fixing 

shoes.
“You always 

need to have a 
place for people 

to have a chance to turn their life 
around,” stated Willie. “Being able to 
come shine shoes to help earn this place 
some money is the least I can do for 
them to help others. The way I see it, 
they’re doing me a favor to let me come 
here and do this.”

When Willie isn’t spending his time at 
the City Rescue Mission Thrift Store, 
he is a ceramic tile setter by trade. He 
now sees the irony in the work he does.

“That’s right. I lay down some shiny 
tile so people can walk on it with their 
shiny shoes.”

To see first-hand the shoes Willie polishes, 
and all the other goods for sale, visit the Thrift 
Store at 5343 Normandy Blvd. Mon. - Sat. 
9:00am - 4:00pm.

LifeBuilders
Recovery Program

Look Before You Leap
A minister, a Boy Scout, and a computer expert were on a small 
plane. The pilot explained that they were going down - with only 
three parachutes for four people. The pilot added, “I should have 
one of  the parachutes because I have a wife and children.” So 
he took one and jumped. The computer whiz said, “I should too 
because I am the smartest man in the world and everyone needs 
me.” So he took one and jumped. The minister turned to the Boy 
Scout with a sad smile and said, “You take the remaining parachute, 
and I’ll go down with the plane.” The Boy Scout smiled and said, 
“Relax, the smartest man in the world just picked up my knapsack 
and jumped out!”

Have you ever been warned to “look before you leap”? God wants 
us to make wise decisions and to be “prudent” about the future. 
One way is by creating a God-honoring will. Did you know you 
can provide a sound future for your loved ones and also bless the 
ministries you love like City Rescue Mission? Leaving a gift in your 
will is easy, and it can change lives for eternity.

 
Ready to think outside the box?

For the full version of  this article, ask for a FREE copy of  “Big 
Questions Every Parent Must Ask” by simply checking the box on 
the enclosed reply card or by contacting Ruth Ann Hepler from 

City Rescue Mission at 904-421-5141 or 
rhepler@crmjax.org or bless your family today with a God-

honoring Will at www.christianwill.org/crm

6,045 nights of safe shelter

19,057 total meals served

105 students in our LifeBuilders program 

44 visits to the dental clinic

84 patient visits to the medical clinic

Your gifts provided these services 
for the homeless in December

There are several items we need to help our guests 
feel right at home.

Your contributions are tremendously appreciated!

White Towels and Washcloths
Clean White Twin Sheets

Jewelry and Accessories (For Fashion Show)
Scrubs for Men & Women

Shower Shoes
Hope Totes

Drop off M-F 9:00a - 5:00p   426 S. McDuff Ave., Jacksonville, FL
Contact: 904.421.5157  

Faith Found in a Solid, Shiny Footing

“God said His word is a lamp unto our feet, so 
I have to make sure those feet look good.”[ [

Classroom Project In Honor of Linda Timmons

The Men at New Life 
Inn enjoying the big game


