
New News
J U N E  2 0 1 5Life

SHELTERING THE HOMELESS          HEALING THE ADDICTEDSHELTERING THE HOMELESS          HEALING THE ADDICTED

426 S. McDuff Avenue     Jacksonville, FL 32254     Phone 904-387-HELP     Fax 904-387-9377     WWW.CRMJAX.ORG

News from the
City Rescue Mission

Bo
ar

d 
of

 D
ire

ct
or

s Carrie Chupp Harper, Chair
Albert “Bud” Toole, Vice Chair       Edward “Ed” Dawkins, Esq., Secretary

Dr. Barbara Darby
Jim Dickinson
David Eure
Greg Flowers

Richard Martin
Jennifer Mason
Sutton McGehee
Anne Nimnicht

Chad Perce
Fitz Powell
Clay Yarborough
Penny Kievet, Executive Director

All rights reserved.     © Copyright 2015 - City Rescue Mission     Design & Photography by: Evan Hampton

Check out our calendar on
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EVENTS

A Message from our
Executive Director
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FROM PENNY’S PEN

COME ONE
COME ALL

On page 4

Huge Warehouse Sale

GET READY FOR
TEE-OFF

On page 3

7th Annual Golf Tournament

STAY CONNECTED
Donate online:
donate.crmjax.org

Become a fan on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

Upcoming Events
Thursday, June 4th at 12:00pm

Volunteer Orientation

Tuesday, June 16th at 11:00am
Open House at 426 S. McDuff Ave.

Monday, August 31st at 1:00pm
Champions Challenge Golf Tournament
Contact Kathi at kcrothers@crmjax.org

Addiction is No Day at the Beach
Adam’s account of his struggle between 
drugs and fatherhood. Page 2

One day a pastor’s young daughter asked him why he always took a moment 
to bow his head before preaching. “Well,” he replied, “I’m asking the Lord to 

help me preach a good sermon.” Puzzled, the little girl innocently asked, “Then 
how come He doesn’t do it?”

Have you ever experienced a “communication gap” with those of a younger 
generation? Sharing a legacy of faith and Biblical stewardship can help to 

bridge that gap. Leaving a legacy gift for City Rescue Mission in your Will is 
a simple way to communicate your values and inspire loved ones in a God-
honoring way. Luke 1:50 says “...His mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation.”

Here are some ways to begin dialogue with a younger generation:
1. Offer to match their gift to a Christian charity.
2. Let them choose a ministry to bless, then make a donation in their name.
3. Create a “love drawer” including important documents, passwords, and a 

personal, handwritten note that communicates your values.

Don’t let the “communication gap” become an obstacle. Communicate 
blessing to your loved ones and inspire stewardship to come alive in their 

hearts.

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “Inspire Your Loves 
Ones to Make a Difference” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue 
Mission at (904) 421-5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family today 

with a God-honoring Will at
www.christianwill.org/crm

Bridging the Communication Gap

Warehouse Sale Slashes Prices on Quality Items

On Saturday, June 20th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., we will have our next 
Warehouse Sale! We have wonderful items such as bunk beds, dressers and 
wardrobes with tongue and groove drawers, computer desks, luggage, baskets, 
lamps, pictures, bistro tables, desks and brand new shirts, wind breakers, fleece 
jackets, and hoodies. All items will be slashed to rock bottom prices! Come visit 
the Warehouse Sale next to our Thrift Store for the best prices of the year! The 
Thrift Store and Warehouse Sale are located 5343 Normandy Blvd. For more 
information, please call 904-421-5171. Come and receive a good deal while 
simultaneously helping the homeless and needy we serve in our community.

We can’t wait to see you all there!
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From
Penny's

Pen
Dear Friends,

Tonight there will be hundreds of people 
sleeping on the streets of Jacksonville. 
Working with the homeless, I witness precious 
people struggling with unimaginable pain and 
hopelessness every day.

I remember being at a meeting recently 
when someone commented that the very 
poor often don’t wear wristwatches. Perhaps 
it’s because they have no appointments. 
Nowhere they have to be, nothing in the 
future to look forward to, or nothing to be late 
for. Every day is exactly the same. Personally, I 
can’t imagine life feeling more hopeless than 
that.

Of course, when you realize the layers of 
tragedy in their lives, it’s easy to understand 
why. They might face illiteracy, hunger and 
unemployment. They might be dealing with 
physical or emotional abuse or disabilities. 
Many of them face addictions that spiral out 
of control and trap people in despair until 
they have no idea how to get out as Adam 
describes in his story.

By the time they come to CRM, most don’t 
know how to look for anything more than a 
meal and a bed. And it’s amazing how those 
simple things awaken the first spark of hope 
in someone’s life. The best part is that you 
and I know there is more.

Our Father’s love is what gives hope. As 
our partners in this amazing ministry, your 
investment in providing meals, safe shelter, 
recovery and Biblical growth truly save lives 
and offers hope and purpose. Stories like 
Adam’s can’t happen without you. You are 
investing in miracles.

During these hot summer months, more 
people come to us in desperation looking for 
that hope. As they arrive, they learn about 
the love and hope that comes from their 
Father. Please don’t forget about them this 
summer. Thank you for being a part of this 
extraordinary ministry! Hallelujah!
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Finding a Way Up From Being Weighed Down
I grew up around drugs and alcohol my 

entire life. My mom was involved with cocaine 
and pot, and my dad was an alcoholic. I barely 
saw my dad after my parents divorced when I 
was seven. My family moved to New Smyrna 
Beach and that is where my curiosity in the 
world of drugs got the best of me.

I started smoking cigarettes regularly 
at age eleven. As time progressed, I moved on to pot and 
alcohol. Around the age of fourteen, I started messing with 
psychedelic mushrooms and LSD. Shortly after that, I entered 
the 9th grade, and my mom sent me to live with my dad in 
Ohio. I tried cocaine for the first time that summer and kept 
smoking pot and dropping acid. I kept getting involved with 
the wrong crowds. Ohio, however, was an entirely different 
environment. I was popular, and that popularity fueled my ego 
and my addiction.

I became a 
father to my son, 
Chase, in 2000. 
When I saw him for 
the first time, I felt 
an overwhelming 
sense of joy. That 
memory of holding 
him as a baby still 
brings a smile to my 
face. Unfortunately 
during that time, 
his mom and I were 
both using drugs, and I had become a dealer. My son and 
I moved back to Florida and my mom helped raise him. I 
felt like a father on a seesaw with fatherhood and drug life 
weighing me down on both sides. But my drug life weighed 
me down more.

I ended up losing everything because of my addiction. 
While living in a crack house, I met a guy who was riding 
a bike to Melbourne, and I decided to bike with him. I was 
stopped on the road by a local pastor who told me about 
Christ, and this was my first introduction to Christianity. I 
ended up staying at a local ministry, and the pastor asked 
me what I was going to do with my life. I began helping them 
with catering their meals. I became a Christian in 2006.

I continued living there for five years, working in the 
kitchen and staying sober the entire time. Chase would come 
and spend the summers with me. We’d go fishing, play video 
games, and swim at the beach. We moved to the Starke area 

where I regrettably faced a relapse. A facility in Lake City told 
me about City Rescue Mission. They even bought me a bus 
ticket to Jacksonville.

My time here at City Rescue Mission has been eye-opening 
to my character. It felt like I was looking at myself through 
someone else’s eyes. Being here has helped my thought 
process change. If I have negative thoughts I am able to stop 
and defeat them. I notice I’m not the rude, arrogant person I 
used to be. I’m more friendly and becoming more outgoing. 
I’ve been able to reconnect and mend relationships with my 
family. I am more involved with Chase’s life now. I’m so proud 
of the man he is becoming. CRM has been a life saver. I’ve 
discovered numerous Biblical truths here. I used to be really 
angry, but the Scripture of Ecclesiastes 7: 8-9 helps calm 
me. “The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and 

patience is better 
than pride. Do not 
be quickly provoked 
in your spirit, for 
anger resides in the 
lap of fools.” The 
counselors have 
helped me discover 
a new me. Several 
weeks ago, I earned 
my GED through the  
excellent Workforce 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
program at City 

Rescue Mission. I was honored to have my family, especially 
Chase, there in the audience to support me for that 
graduation certificate. My hope and prayer is to attend 
either Tulsa Welding School or a culinary program because I 
love working with my hands.

Being a father, I feel more proud now in a way because 
I see more possibilities in my future, and my future with 
Chase. I’d be lying if I said I didn’t regret missing out on some 
of the things I didn’t experience in his life growing up. I can’t 
change it, but I can be the Father he needs going forward. 
He’s nothing like I was at that age. Drugs are the furthest 
thing from his mind. I always tell him to look at my life and 
where drugs led me to. I would never want that life for 
him. He plays tuba in the school band. I can tell when we’re 
together that he loves being with me. I can’t wait to spend 
more time with him.

L: Adam holding a photo he keeps in his Bible of him holding his son, Chase, as a 
newborn. R: Adam and Chase at CRM Graduation when Adam received his GED.

Fast Facts on Homelessness

7th Annual Champions
Challenge Golf Tournament
Monday, August 31, 2015

TPC Sawgrass Stadium Course
1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start

Our most anticipated event of the year is upon us once again, 
and you are invited and encouraged to participate! Join us on 
Monday, August 31st as teams compete for a great cause! There 
will be a live and silent auction consisting of fabulous items 
that could consist of tickets to the Jacksonville Jaguars or a 
breathtaking getaway to Mexico!

Sponsorships of all levels are also available now, and there is no 
greater way to get involved in this magnificent event than by 
having you or your business get recognized in the community.

For more information on sponsorships, 
or to register yourself and/or your 
team, please contact Kathi Crothers 
at kcrothers@crmjax.org or by calling 
her directly at (904) 421-5180.

In America:
• Over half a million people are homeless.
• One quarter of homeless people are children.
• Tens of thousands of veterans are homeless.
• Domestic violence is a leading cause of homelessness among women.
• One in five homeless people suffers from untreated mental illness.
• Families comprise nearly 40% of all who are homeless.
• 34% of the total homeless population is young people under 24.
• 51% of homeless children are under the age of 6.
• Many people are homeless because they can’t afford rent.
• There are fewer places for poor people to rent than before.

In Florida:
• 65% of homeless are men, and 35% are women.
• 18% of all homeless are under the age of 18.
• 20% are veterans.
• 26% have physical disability.
• 37% have substance abuse issues.
• 30% suffer from mental illness.
• 7% grew up in foster care.
• Over 70,000 children and youth in Florida school districts are homeless.

Sources provided by: US Department of Housing and Urban Development; 
National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty; National Center for Homeless 

Education; and Florida Council on Homelessness


