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STAY CONNECTED
Donate online:
crmjax.org/donate

“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.

• Twin White Sheet Sets
• Bed Pillows
• Shampoo & Soap (Men & Women)
• Deodorant (Men & Women)
• White Towels & Wash Cloths
• Pro-Style Brown Styling Gel
• Pink Oil Hair Moisturizer
• Pink Oil Sheen Spray
• Blue Magic Conditioner & Hair Dress

We Are in need

Please drop off at 426 S. McDuff Ave.

News from the
City Rescue Mission

The Australian Army began recruiting dogs to track alongside soldiers 
during the Vietnam War. Journalist and veteran Peter Haran says he owes his 
life to one such dog - Caesar.

In August 1967, Caesar and Haran were leading a team of men when the 
dog “suddenly stopped tracking, returned to me and sat on my foot. At that 
second a mine behind me detonated, seriously wounding five men and almost 
knocking me out.” After recovering from the shock, “trained engineers walked 
ahead of me and found a huge, unexploded bomb wired to other mines.” 
(Story adapted from “My Dog Saved Me.”)

Today we would never think of going into a minefield unprepared! But 
over 70 percent of Americans are doing it every single day...by not creating an 
Estate Plan. A Will helps you avoid potential landmines like:

• Unexpected cost
• Family stress
• Missed opportunities for blessing family and ministries you care about

“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to 
mutual edification.” Romans 14:19

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “Impact Lives Through the 
‘Power of Broke’” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue Mission at (904) 

421-5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will 
at www.christianwill.org/crm

Avoiding PotentiAl FAmily lAndmines

Love, Faith & HealingLove, Faith & Healing
One Woman’s Path to Discovery
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sAve tHe dAte
Thursday, March 2nd

Volunteer Orientation
6:00 pm @ 426 McDuff Ave. S.

Contact Dennis Barnard for more info
904-421-5149 or dbarnard@crmjax.org

Friday, March 31st
LifeBuilders Graduation

7:00 pm @ 426 McDuff Ave. S.
Contact Angela Cook for more info

904-421-5146 or acook@crmjax.org
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Re-designed
TPC Stadium Course

Monday, August 28, 2017

City Rescue Mission is proud to announce
our most anticipated event of the year!

Sign up NOW to compete in one of the most exciting games on earth, all 
while benefitting a worthy cause! Sponsorships of all levels are available.

For more info, visit:
crmjax.org/golftournament
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Love, Faith & Healing Go Hand in Hand
From

Penny's
Pen
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Dear Friend,

People define love in many different ways, 
but I believe love is simply compassion in 
action. Compassion opens the heart to 
receive healing and human kindness, and 
kindness is the catalyst for health, vitality 
and complete recovery.

Showing love to others doesn’t have 
to involve a grand gesture. At City Rescue 
Mission, I see how simple things speak 
volumes to those we serve: a smile, eye 
contact, a word of encouragement. Asking 
our students and guests questions like, 
“How are you doing today?” and then 
genuinely listening to the response opens 
the door to caring relationships while 
nourishing their sense of self-worth and 
personal dignity.

Nothing triggers the healing process 
more than grasping that God and others 
love you. When our students understand 
that, they feel inspired to reach out and try 
new things, to make changes and to achieve 
goals that seem insurmountable alone.

This past week we were visited by one of 
our donors who lives in Maine. To watch 
the love he had for those who come to us 
was a treat especially when I could see the 
difference it made to those with whom he 
interacted. All of you are always welcome 
here to share that kind of love.

Thanks to your support, our students 
are not alone - they know someone cares. 
And that caring heart is what makes all the 
difference.

   Blessings,

I would’ve failed if I stayed where I was. 
I was looking at a long prison time, serving 
on felony charges. I was given the option of 
treatment or prison, and I took treatment. 
I’m a stubborn woman, however, and all I 
really wanted was to get out and get high. 
The program they put me in was extremely 

strict and not at all realistic. Eventually I grew tired 
of fighting. I didn’t see Anna in the mirror. There was 
nothing there but an empty shell. I knew God had 
something for me, so I didn’t want to go anywhere else 
unless it was a Christian environment. That’s when I 
came to City Rescue Mission. The road to get here was 
a very difficult one.

I’m originally from the 
Pensacola area. My family 
are my biggest enablers. 
I have a wonderful son 
who is now 13-years-
old. I ended up getting a 
divorce from his father 
and working in clubs and 
bars which kept leading 
to bad things. The tricky 
thing with doing bad 
things is you don’t realize 
what you’re doing is bad 
until it pulls you in deep. 
I found myself using 
drugs and being arrested 
often. All of this was preventing me from my duties as a 
mother. God spoke to me through the book of Genesis 
where it says, “Get up and leave.” March 13, 2015 was 
the last time I used.

When I first came to CRM, I thought this place was 
crazy talking about putting on the armor of God. The 
more I went through the LifeBuilders Program the 
more things started making sense and applying to my 
life. God knew what I needed in order to get me here. 
I feel blessed to be where I am because I was always 
searching. At City Rescue Mission it’s all about your 
relationship with God. I feel transparent now.

Seeing my past and how it impacts my son is crazy to 
me. I can’t wait to be back with him and do the things I 

should’ve been doing. He’s not used to me being sober 
and going on walks together. I know he’s going to ask 
me, “where did you go all those times, momma?” I 
want to make sure he knows that none of this is his 
fault. The more I get to see him now I see that as I heal, 
he heals. My son needs me to finish this program and 
make things right. February 1, 2017 marks the two year 
anniversary of being in rehab and having my court case 
dissolved. All I ever heard was I was a failure. Even the 
court system told me that. With the help of God and 
CRM, I know how wrong they all are and I’m going to 
have a future now.

The people at City Rescue Mission are amazing! 
All they want is to see 
us succeed, have a 
relationship with God, 
and love on us. In this 
program you have to 
want it, and I do! I can 
do anything and nothing 
stands in my way. My 
spiritual gift is faith. I’m 
going to do the footwork 
and He’ll give me the 
ground to walk on.

City Rescue Mission 
gives me so much 
healing, and so much 
hope. I have an amazing 
walk with God even 

though I know I’ll fall short on a daily basis. His word 
got me this far. He knows what I need.

I’m open to anything in my future because I know 
God will provide. I want to do something that helps 
people. Staying locally in Jacksonville would be my 
hope. During the holidays, I went home to Pensacola 
and everything felt very unsettled to me. It was clear 
that God closed that chapter in my life.

Success scares me because I’ve never been there 
before to experience it.It scares me, but I’m determined 
to do it. I will do it because so many people never told 
me I could. I’m not foolish enough to think anyone 
achieved this other than God. It’s all God!

God’s transformation in a woman’s heart. On the left, Anna’s last 
police mug shot on 3/13/15. On the right, Anna in present day.

‘same Kind oF diFFerent as me’ author, 
homeless advocate to sPeaK in JacKsonvile.

When Ron Hall and his late wife Deborah first encountered Denver 
Moore, he was threatening to kill everyone in the room. They were 
volunteers at a Fort Worth, TX soup kitchen; he was an angry homeless 
man. When Deborah Hall asked him his name, he refused to say.

But Deborah Hall and her kind heart wore Moore down and ultimately 
the trio became close and engaged in spiritual outreach in the community. 
Ron Hall and Moore became best friends and traveled together. Moore 
even moved in with Hall after Deborah Hall died in 1999. The two men 
wrote a book about their friendship, “Same Kind of Different As Me,” 
published in 2009 with the movie version due in late 2017, and Hall has 
become a national advocate for the homeless and the organizations that 
help them build new lives.

Hall, who was an international art dealer when he met Moore and 
still dabbles in the field, will be the guest speaker at a Feb. 16 dinner 
fundraiser for Jacksonville’s City Rescue Mission.

“Not all homeless people are out there by choice,” Hall said.
“People need to hear how he at first reluctantly volunteered at the 

Fort Worth mission, only at the insistence of his late wife, but ultimately 
benefited from the experience more than the homeless people he 
helped,” said Penny Kievet, executive director of the Jacksonville mission.

“He thinks he’s bringing his gifts, and he walked away with all the gifts. 
His entire life changed,” she said. “He went in thinking he was taking care 
of people and walked out with a best friend. They were as opposite as 
could possibly be. Gives me goosebumps.”

Such human transformation, Kievet said, is the goal of the City 
Rescue Mission. The mission not only provides food, shelter and other 
emergency services, but also 12 to 18-month residential addiction 
recovery programs and employment training.

Moore, who died in 2012, was initially as reluctant to accept help as 
Hall was to volunteer. He personified the homeless person stereotype 
that Hall had in his head. Deborah Hall was the bridge that broke through 
the two men’s walls and brought them together.

“My hope is we realize we’re all ‘some kind of different as me,’” she 
said. “We all walk in different situations...we haven’t walked in each 
other’s shoes. When will there be a meeting of the minds and hearts, 
where I understand your shoes and you understand mine?”

“The only thing that changes them is for someone to love them, be 
friends or mentors. Encouragement, the little kinds of things, just show 
them respect.” Hall said. “See them through the lens of God.”

The popularity of the book - 1.5 million copies sold, three years on 
the NY Times best-seller list - made Hall’s voice for the homeless a lot 
louder. The best-seller list “gave legitimacy to what we were trying to say 
in telling our story.” he said.
For tickets or more info on CRM’s event, visit crmjax.org/RonHall

By Beth Reese Cravey

This article is condensed from it’s original version and used with permission.
For the full article, visit jacksonville.com


