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Please consider donating 
these items

Page 4

NEEDS LIST

A Message from our
Executive Director
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FROM PENNY’S PEN

FOUNTAIN OF
GRACE

On Page 4

Eagle Scout’s Project

CELEBRATE
70 YEARS!

On Page 3

Anniversary Gala Event

STAY CONNECTED
Donate online:
donate.crmjax.org

“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

Joyful We Adore Thee
Read Antonio and Aja’s story of the effects of generational redemption. 
Page 2.

A technology company took out a full-page ad announcing the release of their 
spectacular new computer. The headline promised, “The personal computer 
with expandable memory, advanced peripherals and comprehensive software, 
so it will never become obsolete.” The year was 1979 and the computer 
was the Atari 800. Nearly forty years later, we’ve seen many things become 
obsolete, but have you considered your Estate Plan could be one of them?

Having an up-to-date Will means you acknowledge that everything you own 
has been given to you by God and you want to take care of it wisely - even 
after your death. Did you know you can designate a gift in your Will to a 
ministry you care about like City Rescue Mission? This action will not only set 
a powerful example for your family, it also gives you an opportunity to invest 
in eternal, incorruptible Kingdom purposes too. Matthew 6:20 says “...lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in or steal.”

There are many life changes that indicate an update to your Estate Plan may 
be in order. Do you know what they are?

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “How to Live a Life of 
Significance” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue Mission at (904) 421-
5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at

www.christianwill.org/crm

Are Your Plans as Obsolete
as the Rotary Phone?

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.

• Twin White Sheet Sets
• Pillows
• Coats
• New Underwear for Men & Women all 

sizes up to 4XL
Please drop off at 426 S. McDuff Ave.

We Are in Need

Calendar of Events

Wednesday, December 23rd
Christmas Banquet for our Neighbors

234 W State St.
10:00a.m.

Thursday, January 7th
Volunteer Orientation @ 12:00p

426 S. McDuff Ave.

Thursday, February 4th
An Evening with Pat Boone

Celebrating CRM’s 70 Years of Hope, 
Healing & Change

see page 3

On Wednesday, Nov. 25th, we fed over 
1,000 meals and gave away nearly 

10,000 pairs of socks! Thanks to all of our 
volunteers and to our sponsors:        

St. Johns Investment Management 
and Jacksonville Bank!

Local Eagle Scout, Noah Higgins, blessed 
CRM’s New Life Inn facility with this 

beautiful fountain as part of his Eagle 
Project with The Boy Scouts of Troop 

250. Thank you, Noah!
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Blessed in our Season
One Family’s memOry OF their miracle

As we prepare our celebration of the 
birth of Jesus, let’s remember the blessing of 
salvation that is our free gift from Him. Our 
story this month demonstrates redemption 
and is an example of the way City Rescue 
Mission has generational and eternal effects.

Antonio’s Story
My biggest downfall was myself. I worked for the NBA 

as a chef. I thought I was “The Man,” but didn’t realize it 
was a fake status. I was committed to my career and to 
making money, not to God. I became involved with a lot 
of things that I regret, 
but I want to focus on 
where God, through City 
Rescue Mission (CRM) 
has taken me. I consider 
the CRM acronym to be 
“Christ Rescued Me,” 
because that is what 
happened when I entered 
the program. I had to deal 
with pride and following 
the rules, but I needed to 
learn this manage life on 
the outside.

I credit my success in 
the program to Pastor Gerald Cruse, the Program Director, 
as well as the structure of the classes and groups. Pastor 
Cruse taught and mentored me in my spiritual walk with 
God. When I graduated from the program, I had a strong 
faith and knew whatever God was leading me to do would 
happen.

One day, when I was in the transitional housing portion 
of the LifeBuilder’s program, I met Aja. She graduated two 
and a half years earlier and was visiting some staff. I prayed 
for a Godly woman with whom I could share my life as my 
wife. The minute I met her, I knew she was the one.

Aja’s Story
I’m from up north. My step-father mistreated my 

mother. It was a very difficult situation, so I ran away at 
thirteen. I eventually moved to Jacksonville to live with 
a family member for a few years. At sixteen, I ended up 
homeless. Life on the street is very difficult for a teenage 

girl, but I learned to survive. I was introduced to the dark 
side of life. I was not raised in the church and did not 
know God, but for some reason, I prayed to Him for help. 
God sent a lady who invited me to church. She helped 
me understand the Bible and how to stay in the Word. I 
entered the LifeBuilders Program and it changed my life. I 
give CRM and God all of the credit. My life has completely 
changed.

When I met Antonio, I thought he was the one. I wasn’t 
sure, because I had just gotten out of a bad relationship, 
and there is an age difference between us. So, I prayed, and 
God gave me peace that Antonio was to be my husband. We 

were married in January, 
just six weeks after we 
met. Since Antonio is a 
professional chef by trade, 
and through faith, we 
started our own business, 
called “Chefs For a Night.” 
It is going strong and God 
truly blessed it.

Then, the other miracle 
happened. Due to medical 
problems as a child, I 
thought that I could never 
have children. But, in June 
of that year, God gave us a 

surprise. I was pregnant with our first child! Antonio knew 
we would have children because of his faith.

This coming January, we will celebrate our ninth 
wedding anniversary! Alexandria is now seven, Avyianna 
is six and little Azaiah is one year old. Because of my family 
background, there have been struggles. I needed to learn 
that my husband has my best interests in mind. We are 
blessed to be able to be together all of the time. We are 
good partners, both in business, in our marriage and as 
parents of our children. Life is good!

Aleandria is a wonderful precocious first grader. She 
regularly writes letters to God. While her parents were 
describing their journey, she wrote this letter:

“Dear God, I love you. You are the best person. You 
bless us with good parents. I love you, Alexandria.”

We thank you for your gifts and prayers that enable us 
to be a rescue mission. May God bless you and your family 
this Christmas season.

From
Penny's

Pen

Dear Friends,

It’s hard to believe, but Christmas is 
here. My prayer is that your heart is filled 
with joy and expectation. For most of us, 
it really is a time of warm memories of 
cherished times with family and friends. 
Of course, there’s also plenty of stress and 
worry over all the Christmas shopping we 
need to do and all the special programs 
and parties to attend.

But no matter how much stress most of 
us experience over the holidays, I suspect 
it doesn’t include paralyzing loneliness, 
desperation, and hopelessness. For many 
homeless men, women and children, 
that’s what the season brings to them. 
It reminds homeless men of how their 
addictions cost them their family. It 
reminds homeless moms that they have 
no money for presents or food to give 
their kids. While most of us celebrate 
a season of light, our homeless and 
addicted neighbors weep in darkness.

However, there is a warm, bright 
refuge in town that always seems to 
shine even a little bit brighter at this 
time of year - the City Rescue Mission. 
Thanks to friends like you, we are able to 
bring genuine holiday cheer into the lives 
of those that need it the most. A hot, 
nutritious meal, a loving blanket-wrapped 
gift, or a simple smile may be the start to 
something truly miraculous - a new life! 
It is by God’s grace through generous 
donors that we can bring hope to the 
hopeless this Christmas. In this issue, we 
celebrate the story of Antonio and Aja. I 
invite you to read how they have found 
reasons to be filled with joy.
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Love Letters:

An Evening with Pat Boone
Celebrating 70 Years of Hope, Healing & Change

70
YEARS

1946 2016

Join Jacksonville native, Pat Boone, as we celebrate City Rescue Mission’s 
70 years of transforming lives!

Location:
Doors Open:
Event Begins:
Tickets:

Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront

6:30pm

7:00pm

$150.00 each

For ticket information, please contact Penny Kievet at
pkievet@crmjax.org or by calling 904-421-5156.

Thursday, February 4, 2016Date:

Holidays and Addiction
Dangerous. Lonely. Bizarre. Unusual words to associate with the holidays 
unless you are a man or woman in recovery. Those in recovery must be 
cognizant of unrealistic expectations, over committing and excessive fatigue 
which can and many times does lead to intensified emotions of anxiety, 
sadness, grief, guilt, loneliness and a feeling of helplessness. Many associate 
the holidays with memories of overindulgence, perhaps binge drinking or 
drugging that resulted in relationship problems or great personal losses. 
The holidays can be a volatile period where emotional highs and lows lead 
to relapse. For some the most vulnerable time may be directly after the 
holidays when disappointments turn into rationalizations for getting high. 
Prepare for high-risk holidays by:
• Celebrating the birth of Jesus by keeping Him in the forefront.
• Practicing self-care. Slow down and take time for yourself.
• Planning your support system ahead of time.
• Avoiding vulnerable situations.
• Finding new ways to celebrate the holidays.
• Bringing a safe and supportive buddy with you to holiday engagements.
• Focusing on others with gratitude and joy - combat loneliness by 

volunteering to help others.
• Understanding the complexities of the holidays and adjusting 

expectations.
• Focusing on your recovery program.
If you know someone who will be alone on Christmas, invite to share 
a holiday dinner with to you. It could make all of the difference in that 
person’s life.

Sponsored by St. Johns Investment Management Company, LLC.


