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everyone knows it’s good to have an up-to-date 
Will, right? You may be surprised to learn that 
a whopping 70% of americans don’t have one. 

That number represents millions of families who 
will discover an unfortunate surprise at the end of 
their loved one’s life. Proverbs 29:11 says “…the 
wise bring calm in the end.” Wouldn’t you rather 

leave your family and the ministries you care about 
like city rescue Mission with peace, blessing and 

“calm in the end?” or you could consider the 
alternative. Here are the top 5 (tongue in cheek) 

reasons not to have a Will:

 
Will your Estate Plan leave “calm in the end?”
for the full version of this article, ask for a free 
copy of “The Ultimate Way to Love Your family” 
by simply checking the box on the enclosed reply 

card or by contacting Paul Stasi at (904) 421-
5192 or PStasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family 

today with a God-honoring Will at 
www.christianwill.org/crm

Top 5 Reasons Not to 
Have a Will

APRIL 2015

1. I like to see my family fight.
2. My elected officials can handle this 
     better than I can.
3. My minor children will be in good 
     hands with a State agency. 
4. My spouse and children can handle 
     large sums of money. 
5. I’m not alive, why should I care?

Needs List:
• 2 clothes irons for female residents
• Women’s flip-flops for Emergency Services
• White twin flat and fitted sheets, white pillow    
   cases, bath towels and wash cloths.
• Razors for men
• Deodorant
• Bar mop towels; Industrial sized grill; cookbooks;    
   white paint.
• Pillows
 

At City Rescue Mission, we work with men and 
women who have lost hope. But we know what can 

happen when these lost souls find hope! Hope begins 
when they realize they are not alone. We ask that you 
share in the joy of giving hope and help us build our 
fourth Cross of Hope that demonstrates the amount of 
care in our community. You should have received in 
the mail a packet of information about how you and 
your family can get involved with the 2015 Cross of 

Hope. This Cross will be displayed at our New Life Inn 
location downtown. 

Our hope is that having this cross in our facility where 
we first interact with the homeless population will 

provide inspiration to help them seek our support in 
turning their lives around. Thanks and 

have a blessed Easter!

CROSS OF HOPE
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Finding Joy in the 
Transformation: 

How One Woman 
Discovered Her New 

Life in Christ

Calendar of Events: 

Friday, March 27th at 7:00pm 
Spring Graduation

Come celebrate the healing and recovery with 
our recent group of successful students. 

Thursday, April 2nd
Great Easter Banquet at 234 W. State St. 
10:00am – 3:00pm. Contact Sherry Warren 

at swarren@crmjax.org for further info. 

April 21st 
Open House at 426 S. McDuff Ave.

10:00am - noon

Monday, August 31st 
Champions Challenge Golf Tournament  TPC Sawgrass 

1:00pm Shotgun Start
Contact Kathi at kcrothers@crmjax.org for more info.

Support City Rescue Mission 
by shopping on 

Amazon using Amazon Smile. 
Visit smile.amazon.com for more info. 

It’s a great way to support us while you shop!

she spent almost a decade of her life living on the streets. 
“i was crashing in people’s homes or hotel rooms all around 
Philips Highway for nine years. Wherever i could flop my 
head. When i was 47, i heard my mom had developed 
alzheimer’s. i came to city rescue Mission so i could get 
clean for my mom,” stafford remembers.  “Unfortunately, 
my mother passed away and i left the mission and my life 
spiraled downhill even more.”
Michelle emphasized that this was the moment of her life 
where she felt the lowest. “i lived on an abandoned porch 
for a year. i would have to take showers outside using peo-
ple’s water hoses. Whenever i used the restroom it was al-
most always outdoors and i just lived in the worst filth you 
can imagine. i tried to commit suicide three times through 
an overdose and almost succeeded. i honestly don’t know 
how i even woke up.” But Michelle did wake up, and she 
made one phone call.  “i called one of the city rescue 
Mission counselors when i was staying at the hospital, and 
they took me back. Looking back on it, God was doing for 
me what i couldn’t do for myself.”

it was at that point when she became introduced to the 
one who’d save her. “i had never been exposed to God 
growing up, but God came into my life abundantly. He 
really helped city rescue Mission guide me through some 
tough times. i knew that my old life was over, because 
God totally removed that past desire. i surrendered ev-
erything i had to Him. He came into my life full force!”
“i felt like i was nothing and He made me see my worth. 
i am a good woman who did some bad things. He gives 
me confidence, joy, happiness, independence. everything 
that i could imagine God has brought to me. i’ve never 
been this happy in my life. i’m living a new life now. i’m 
living out God’s purpose for me. My counselor and some 
of the ladies at city rescue Mission really helped solidify 
the strength God had renewed in me. “

Michelle will graduate from city rescue Mission’s pro-
gram on friday, March 27th at 7:00 p.m. with others 
who have similar stories of struggle that brought them 
together through the storm. Michelle has been working 
at rethreaded as a seamstress for the past 6 months. she 
has been living independently in her own apartment since 
January 1st.

“i’m so grateful to city rescue Mission, because they in-
troduced me to God. How huge is that?! They made me 
discover that i’m worth something. They helped me to 
understand that God loves me for who i am. They opened 
a door to my life so i could simply live.”
 

Michelle was born locally in Jacksonville. Her upbringing 
might mirror that of many people, coming from a loving 
home. “My parents wanted the best from me. They said go 
to college, participate in cheerleading, dance and piano,” 
Michelle explained. “i think maybe they expected so much 
from me and i was afraid i couldn’t live up to those 
expectations, so i rebelled and ran from it. By age 13, i 
started drinking.” Her parents, however, continued to do 
their best for their daughter.

“as i got older, my parents wanted me to live on my own. 
so they bought me a car, and they paid half of my rent. it 
went on that way until i was 38. My mother was told she 
was enabling me and so my parents cut me off completely. 
That’s when i ended up on the street, and my drug addic-
tion got worse. i did cocaine, crack, heroin and heavier 
drinking,” stated Michelle.

“I’m so grateful 
to City Rescue 
Mission, because 
they introduced 
me to God. How 
huge is that?!

“I am here at the Mission because I am so 
blessed in my life and I want to give back . I 

want to give in a way that can have a positive 
impact on others’ lives.” – V.M.

Why I  Give?

From Penny’s Pen: 

It’s March, and many Christians are walking the 
long, contemplative Lenten journey.   
Often times I think about what Christ’s 
disciples experienced in those days before Good 
Friday.  What a roller coaster they must have expe-
rienced, from the joy of Palm Sunday to the despair 
they felt after their King was crucified.  To them, 
with their dreams dashed, it must have felt like life 
wasn’t turning out the way they hoped. Many of 
our guests and students in our LifeBuilders program 
here at City Rescue Mission certainly understand 
that kind of despair.  Because of addictions, abuse, 
bad choices or tragic events, their lives didn’t turn 
out the way they hoped.  Their hopes and dreams 
have died. But thankfully, there IS hope.  We call it 
Easter, when Jesus rose again, bringing God’s prom-
ise of new life and salvation for everyone who be-
lieves.  And thousands of our guests and students 
over the years have experienced that hope and new 
life too.  God’s love is so extravagant! What a privi-
lege you and I have to offer food, clothing,  shelter, 
recovery and transformation to all the hurting men, 
women and children who come to the City Rescue 
Mission seeking help.  But the greatest privilege of 
all is leading our guests and students to the foot 
of the Cross….and then to love them as the truth 
of Christ’s resurrection--- of Easter morning--- takes 
root in their lives and they, too, experience the 
reality of new creation.
             
   Hallelujah, Christ is risen!
             Thanking God for you,
             

    Penny
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