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City Rescue Mission Urgent Needs Firmly 
Planted

City Rescue Mission held our 10th Annual Champion’s Challenge Golf Tournament 
on Monday, August 27th at TPC Sawgrass. We reached a record high in attendance 
with 144 golfers taking on the beautiful Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass. Over 200 
guests joined us in the clubhouse to celebrate Richard C. Martin and his tremen-
dous service to City Rescue Mission and the overall community. And yes, at the end 
of the day a few foursomes walked away with trophies in hand! 

1st Place Gross: Mike Hartley, John Harrison, Lynn Stoner & John Hayt
1st Place Net: Jim Dickenson, Joe Naramore, Adam Pogachnik, John Warren 
2nd Place Gross: Chris Kamienski, Tom Brandvold, Bruce Humphrey & James Haase
2nd Place Net: Mario Espinosa, Keith McKenzie, Dave Wilholt & Mike Hicks

A big thank you to all of our incredible sponsors, volunteers, golf committee, and 
players for supporting City Rescue Mission and making this event one of our favorite 
days of the whole year! Be sure to save the date for the 11th Annual Champion’s 
Challenge on Monday, August 26th 2019! 

HVAC for Chapel: $45,000
Air Curtains for New Life Inn & McDuff Kitchens: $15,000
Hot Water Heater for McDuff LifeBuilders (Women): $10,000
2 New Water Heaters for Women’s Emergency Services: $7,600

Replace Lighting in Chapel: $6,500
Food Storage Warehouse Awning: $6,000
New Flooring in Medical Clinic: $3,800



Mission Warm Feet: October 1 - November 19
Consider organizing a “sock drive” with your church, neighborhood, work or school. CRM needs socks to give to the men, 
women and children who come to us for help. These socks can be all different size, colors, patterns and more! Mission Warm 
Feet donations can be dropped off at our McDuff Campus (426 S. McDuff Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32254). 

Shoeboxes of Love: November 1 - December 17
CRM’s Annual Shoeboxes of Love donation drive is back! Our shoeboxes of love are small toiletry kits placed in a shoebox and 
wrapped with a blanket that CRM is able to give guests in need during the holiday season. For more details about Shoeboxes 
of Love and a list of needed items go to crmjax.org/volunteers. Shoeboxes can be dropped off at our McDuff Campus or at 
WJXT Channel 4 (4 Broadcast Place, Jacksonville, FL 32207). 

If you have any questions about CRM’s holiday donation drives and how you can get involved, contact 
Community Engagement Officer, Orvin Feliciano: ofeliciano@crmjax.org or 904-421-5149.
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Dear Friends,

I don’t tell you nearly often enough how 
very much we appreciate you.  We don’t tell 
you often enough that you are blessed to be 
a blessing!

As this Thanksgiving holiday quickly 
approaches, many of us are pleasantly 
reminded of the things we feel grateful for and 
fortunate to have in our lives.  Traditionally, 
the holiday is celebrated with delicious food 
and the company of family and friends.

Here at City Rescue Mission, we are devoted 
to bringing the same holiday spirit to the 
homeless and addicted men, women and 
children in our care during the upcoming 
Thanksgiving season and throughout the 
entire year.  Volunteers and the community 
play an essential role in our efforts to break 
the cycle of homelessness and addiction by 
helping to provide services and support at 
City Rescue Mission every day.  Our goal here 
at the Mission is to take people from human 
suffering to human flourishing through the 
power of Jesus Christ.

Rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in 
the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness. - Colossians 2:7 NIV

You have faithfully supported this ministry.  
You have prayed for us.  You have given your 
time, talents, and resources.  You have been, 
and continue to be, a blessing to us and our 
ministry.  I would love to take this opportunity 
to express my appreciation and gratitude for 
all you have done to support this amazing 
place that we lovingly call City Rescue Mission.

All of us here at the Mission, the staff, guests, 
and those, like Jennifer, in our LifeBuilders 
Program say “thank you”!  With your help, we 
are making a meaningful impact in the lives 
of the homeless and addicted in Northeast 
Florida.

Grateful for you all year long,
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save The daTe!

When I was 24 years old I pinched a nerve in my neck. 
Back then, there wasn’t as much awareness about the 
dangers of addiction with prescription opioids so my doctor 
was giving me pain pills to help manage my neck pain. I was 
newly married and had a baby, so the pills quickly became 
my coping mechanism to keep up with the challenges of 
motherhood and life as a newlywed. Over 17 years I became 
dependent on the pills and was arrested multiple times as a 
result. On the outside I was the typical suburban mom 
living in Julington Creek… I loved my family and could 
provide structure for them, but I had no structure for 
myself personally.  The last time I was arrested I knew it 
was the final straw. I was tired and couldn’t keep doing it 
anymore. Everything I was trying to juggle, my family and my 
addiction, I saw them all drop at once with the final arrest. In 
court I was given the choice to go to jail or enter a long-term 
recovery program like City Rescue Mission.

I came to City Rescue Mission in July of 2017. I knew 
when the courts gave me the option of jail or recovery 
that if I didn’t look for a long-term program I would never 
gain the structure in my life that I so desperately needed 
to move forward. What amazed me most when I came to 
CRM was how nobody expected anything from me. It didn’t 
take long for me to see that CRM truly loves and cares for 
me; all they hoped and expected of me was to learn how to 
love and believe in myself. The counseling I’ve received in 
my time in the LifeBuilders Recovery Program has helped me 
realize how my thinking is different from others, and how it 

impacts my life and those around me. My counselor has had 
a profound impact on my life and my recovery. In addition to 
counseling, I have developed a faith in God since starting the 
program last year. I had never been involved with religion in 
my life or had faith in anything. I’ve learned that there is a 
God our there that loves me and that revelation has been 
huge. 

Being directed by the courts to come to City Rescue 
Mission has been one of the biggest blessings of my life. I 
have gained self-ambition and self-confidence that I can 
do anything. I’ve learned to want more for myself and my 
family. What is rare is that I still have the support of my ex- 
husband and my kids. My ex-husband is still my best friend 
and he has supported and encouraged me and our children 
throughout everything, which gives me a lot of hope for the 
future and being able to successfully co-parent our children. 
His forgiveness of my past and all the mistakes I have made 
has been the greatest example of how Christ loves and 
forgives us. Everyone wants a do-over at some point in life 
and I feel like I truly have it...the do-over...right in front of 
me. For the first time in my life I feel firmly planted in 
my faith and in God’s plan for my life. It’s both scary and 
exciting not knowing what the future holds. All I really hope 
for the future at this point is to have independence, establish 
a good relationship with my family, and get a job where I can 
support myself. I truly hope and believe the future will be 
filled with true joy. 

Jennifer’s sTorY

Firmly Planted

It’s hard to believe the holidays are right around the corner! Save the date  
and mark your calendars for City Rescue Mission’s annual holiday meals. 
These meals are so special to our Mission and allow us time to come to-
gether and show love and hope to our neighbors in need during the busy 
holiday season. If you are interested in getting involved as a volunteer for 
one or both of our holiday meals, contact CRM’s Community Engagement 

Officer, Orvin Feliciano: ofeliciano@crmjax.org or 904-421-5149.

City Rescue Mission’s Thanksgiving Feast 
Wednesday, November 21st 

10:00 AM - 1:30 PM
CRM’s New Life Inn (234 W. State Street, Jacksonville, FL 32202)

City Rescue Mission’s Christmas Banquet
Thursday, December 20th 

10:00 AM - 1:30 PM
CRM’s New Life Inn (234 W. State Street, Jacksonville, FL 32202)

holidaY donaTion drives

hope To The hungrY
TeleThon

Tune into The Promise radio station (100.7 or 94.1) on 
Tuesday, November 13 & Wednesday, November 14 

for City Rescue Mission’s “Hope to the Hungry” telethon! 
Hear poignant stories from City Rescue Mission and help support CRM in 

providing hope, healing and change to those in need!

Interested in contributing to the “Hope to the Hungry” telethon? 
Please contact Angela Washington for more information: 

904-421-5147, awashington@crmjax.org


