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CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.PROVIDING  HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946

Thank You for sharing Your Time, TalenTs and Treasures!
City ResCue Mission

If you’ve ever spent ten minutes with a three-year old, you can vouch for their curiosity. “Why can’t I touch that?” “Why 
does that woman’s face look so old?” While an untimely “why” can cause embarrassment, asking questions are how children 
learn — even into adulthood. Here are several “whys” your adult children actually need to hear from you.

 •  Have you told them WHY they mean so much to you? Some older generations rarely said “I love you.” 
     It’s never too late to start.
 •  Have you told them WHY you embraced faith? If serving Jesus is the WHY that gets you out of bed in the 
     morning — tell them!
 •  Have you told them WHY you have certain personal values? What are you passionate about? If it matters to you,  
     it’s worth sharing with them.

Many individuals turn their WHY into action, by supporting a ministry or cause that aligns with their values. For in-
stance, a Charitable Gift Annuity is a simple way to communicate your WHY to the next generation, and bless City 
Rescue Mission in the process.

For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of “Make Your WHY A Way of Life”  by contacting Lorraine Roettges at 
(904) 421-5143 or lroettges@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at www.christianwill.org/crm

Bring your WHY to life

Your support of City Rescue Mission helps us to 
provide freedom from homelessness and addic-
tions to countless number of men and women 
that you might never meet. It is a priceless gift you 
give that transforms lives and brings hope for the 
future. 2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old 
has gone, the new is here!

Giving New Hope

Donate online:
“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

Follow us on Instagram:
@CRMJAX
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• Razors, Deodorant, Men’s 
body wash

• Bottled Water
• Travel-sized Sunscreen/

Chapstick  
• Socks (men, women and 

children)

• New or Gently-used Clothing, 
Jewelry and Furniture for our 
Recovered Treasures Thrift 
Store on Normandy 

• White towels and washcloths
• feminine products

City Rescue Mission’s 
Current Needs

The BaTTle for

freedom 
“Every day is a battle to fight for freedom 

from my addiction to drugs.”
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From

Penny's
Pen

“Finally, all of you,  be like-minded, 
be sympathetic, love  one another, be 

compassionate  and humble.”    
- 1 Peter 3:8 (NIV)

Dear Friends,
 
A colleague once told me, people aren’t 

homeless because they run out of money, 
they’re homeless because they run out of 
relationships; they’ve run out of friendships 
and community which is far more tragic than a 
lack of money. One of the most heartbreaking 
things I hear from folks at City Rescue Mission 
is that they feel completely alone as they try 
to cope with their addiction or homelessness. 
They’ve failed time and time again to fix their 
problems without any outside help. They 
can’t. But no one can. We all need help. 
We need family and friends. We need love, 
encouragement, wise counsel and practical 
help. And that’s the great thing about the 
City Rescue Mission — we are a community 
of friends and neighbors ready to offer this 
kind of support  to those who want it. I hear it 
over and over from our guests. The meals and 
shelter saved their lives. But what transformed 
their lives was the love, friendship  and 
support they found here. What you are doing 
today to make a difference in the lives of those 
desperate for immediate help and eternal 
hope. When they realized they weren’t alone, 
change happened. But here’s the thing: There 
is no one more important in this community 
than YOU. As a donor, everything that 
happens here, from meals to relationships, 
happens because of your generosity. As a 
community,  we all have roles to play. And the 
role you play in this community makes this 
great community possible. It’s not just your 
check, it’s YOU — your love, your compassion, 
your commitment and your relationship with 
the hurting people we serve together. Thank 
you!

 Gratefully,
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I decided to follow my father and brother’s footsteps 
and joined the Navy when I was 18 years old. When I 
graduated high school I was below my class in reading and 
math but the Navy had a program that provided schooling 
and employment opportunities that seemed like a good fit 
for me. After I completed the Navy’s educational program I 

began working as an Aviation 
Electrician Mate. I worked 
on everything electrical in 
the helicopters. I ended up 
being awarded Maintenance 
Man of the Year and received 
promotions in rank by higher 
command, which meant a 
lot that they noticed my hard 
work and dedication. Once 
I learned air crafts I loved it 
and I took a lot of pride in my 
work. In high school I never 

thought I’d be the guy getting rewarded for excellence in a 
job. The military gave me an education, a craft, and helped 
build my self-confidence.

A lot of people don’t realize that while the military 
branches are fighting for your freedom, the men and women 
who serve in the military don’t have a lot of freedom in their 
schedules. When I was in the Navy I hardly ever had any free 
time, I was committed to my work and it was time consuming. 
I felt a lot of stress between achieving at work and balancing 
my family life. That stress is what I believe led me to start 
using drugs. I retired from the Navy in 2005 and in the month 
of my retirement went through a divorce and found myself 

with no place to live. I went through severe depression (even 
though I couldn’t recognize at the time that’s what it was). 
I had new career opportunities being handed to me but I 
didn’t feel worthy and honestly I didn’t see the point in trying 
any more.  I wound up living in a cheap hotel, using drugs 
constantly and just trying to survive paycheck to paycheck.

As my addiction developed so did other problems. I ended 
up in prison and when I got out on probation my drug abuse 
was at its worst. I called my mom one night from my hotel 
room and said, ‘Mom, if you don’t come get me, I’m going 
to end up dead from these drugs.’ My mom encouraged me 
to get help and so I came to City Rescue Mission in March 
of 2017. The Christian atmosphere here at CRM has made 
a huge difference in my life; having the constant reminder 
that God is with me and gives me strength and taking that 
to heart has made my faith stronger. During my time in the 
LifeBuilders Program I gained people I trust and can talk to 
about anything.

I graduated from the LifeBuilders Program in March and 
now live in one of CRM’s Homes of Hope. Looking back, 18 
year old Walter thought freedom was simple. Now, I view 
freedom as a battle. Every day is a battle to fight for freedom 
from my addiction to drugs. But I have learned in my time 
at CRM and through God that we have tools to fight for our 
freedom. I got to the VA because I’m a retired Navy veteran 
and I attend CRM alumni meetings. I also volunteer to keep 
myself busy because I’ve realized that the saying ‘idle hands 
are the devil’s workshop’ rings very true for me at least. I start 
each morning with a devotion that helps keep me centered 
and reminds me that freedom is worth fighting for.

Monthly GivinG ProGraM

Faithful Friends
We extend sincerest gratitude to our supporters who believe deeply enough 
in our mission to contribute through monthly giving.  Your recurring contribu-
tions mean that our work continues 365/24/7.  Monthly givers help to ensure 
delivery of a vast and varied array of rescue services, from basic needs to ad-
diction recovery and workforce development. To become a Friend today go to: 
crmjax.org/donations/faithfulfriends/ or contact Lorraine Roettges for more 
information, 904-421-5143 or lroettges@crmjax.org. 

Walter (19), official Navy photo 

CHAMPION’S 
CHALLENGE

10TH ANNUAL

Walter’s Story

The BaTTle for freedom

10Th annual Champion’s Challenge
In Honor of Richard C. Martin

City ResCue Mission thanks ouR 2018 sponsoRs

Lighthouse Christian School • LandSouth Construction 
PLAYERS Championship • Nimnicht Chevrolet 

McGuire Woods • Caddie Masters • The Loop 
Coordinated Benefits Group • Fox Equipment

5 Star Building Solutions • Dagher Printing

August 27, 2018
TPC Sawgrass - Stadium Course

For more information or to register for 
the 10th Annual Champion’s Challenge 
go to www.crmjax.org or contact Sarah 
Soule: ssoule@crmjax.org, 904-421-5141

VolunTeers needed: WorkforCe deVelopmenT
CRM is currently looking for individuals who can assist with the following sections of CRM’s Workforce Development: 

Interested Workforce Development volunteers, contact ALukach@crmjax.org for details. 

• Resume & Cover Letter Workshop
• Mock Interview Process
• Budgeting

• Opening Checking & Savings Account
• Job Search
• How to Dress for Success


