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Thank You for sharing Your Time, TalenTs and Treasures!

Happy Father’s Day!

If you’ve ever spent ten minutes with a three-year old, you can vouch for their curiosity. “Why can’t I touch that?” “Why 
does that woman’s face look so old?” While an untimely “why” can cause embarrassment, asking questions are how children 
learn — even into adulthood. Here are several “whys” your adult children actually need to hear from you.

 •  Have you told them WHY they mean so much to you? Some older generations rarely said “I love you.” 
     It’s never too late to start.
 •  Have you told them WHY you embraced faith? If serving Jesus is the WHY that gets you out of bed in the 
     morning — tell them!
 •  Have you told them WHY you have certain personal values? What are you passionate about? If it matters to you,  
     it’s worth sharing with them.

Many individuals turn their WHY into action, by supporting a ministry or cause that aligns with their values. For in-
stance, a Charitable Gift Annuity is a simple way to communicate your WHY to the next generation, and bless City 
Rescue Mission in the process.

For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of “Make Your WHY A Way of Life”  by contacting Lorraine Roettges at 
(904) 421-5143 or lroettges@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at www.christianwill.org/crm

Bring your WHY to life

Our Father gave us His very best to show us His 
love! In 1 John 4:9 God showed how much He 
loved us by sending His one and only Son into the 
world so that we might have eternal life through 
Him. We are able to give our best because YOU 
are the hands and feet that support the work we 
do here at the Mission. You are love in action! 

The Father’s Love

Donate online:
“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

Follow us on Instagram:
@CRMJAX
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• Razors, Deodorant, Men’s 
body wash

• Bottled Water
• Travel-sized Sunscreen/

Chapstick  
• Socks (men, women and 

children)

• New or Gently-used Clothing, 
Jewelry and Furniture for our 
Recovered Treasures Thrift 
Store on Normandy 

• White towels and washcloths
• feminine products

City Rescue Mission’s 
Current Needs
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From

Penny's
Pen

Dear Friends,
I so wish you could be here every day and 

see the changes that occur in the men and 
women who come to us looking for answers.   
You know I look at Dean today and I see the 
smile of Jesus on his face and the light in his 
heart.  We are so happy for Dean, in fact so 
much so we have hired him here at CRM!

As we think back to all the stories of 
those who have been coming to City Rescue 
Mission these past 72 years we have to begin 
to put words to the emotion.  At one of our 
recent manager meetings I asked everyone 
to think of some phrases that describes 
what happens here.  Here are some of the 
teams responses:  Radical Hospitality, Life 
Transformation Journey, Human Suffering 
to Human Flourishing,  Gospel Powered 
Life Transformation.  Certainly as you read 
Dean’s story, legs and feet are given to some 
of these phrases.  What we know is that we 
continue to have a success rate of over 70%, 
we address the issues that created the pain 
that drugs have been used to mask and we 
don’t stop there.  We continue to offer our 
“students” in our LifeBuilders Program the 
opportunity to gain life skills and job skills 
resulting in employment (over 95% have full-
time employment).  Better yet, our Homes 
of Hope has only one vacancy and so they 
continue with aftercare in a safe, beautifully 
furnished home where continued fellowship 
uplifts and supports their continued desire to 
live life on life’s term and under the authority 
of Jesus Christ.

Having said all of this, I must also say that 
NONE of this could be a reality without you!  
Thank you for making City Rescue Mission 
possible so that thousands of people, like 
Dean, can know and love their Lord and Savior 
and be healed from the pain and suffering of 
their lives before.  You are so blessed to be a 
blessing.  Please come and visit us.

 Gratefully,
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My father died two days before I was born and my mom 
passed away when I was just 18 months old. After losing both 
parents I moved in with my auntie but I was in the middle 
of the terrible two’s and was a bit mischievous so my auntie 
decided she couldn’t handle me. I was put into the foster 
care system and ended up in an abusive and unhealthy 
home. My foster family was in the drug selling business and 
so even as a kid I was doing drugs and alcohol...I was a child 
street pharmacist. My struggles with drugs, alcohol and 
homelessness continued on into adulthood.

I have seven children, 
thirteen grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. I lost 
my kids due to the life I was 
living. I lost them while I was 
going in and out of prison. My 
children barely knew me.  I 
always tried to be present for 
my children on birthdays and 
Christmas but other than that 
I wasn’t physically or mentally 
there for them…they lost that. 

I knew I was missing out and wanted to be more present in 
their lives.

My last stint in prison I got into a fight and they locked me 
up by myself for 23 days leading up to my release. In those 23 
days I had a lot of time to think about what I wanted when I 

got out. I knew I didn’t want to go back to the life I was living. 
However, the first day I was out of prison I got drunk and 
high. I guess I wanted to see what that feeling was that I was 
chasing after but it wasn’t any feeling at all. There was still 
pain. I had lost everything; my family, my house, my truck…
everything. After that day I decided it was time for change 
and I called my friend who I knew worked at City Rescue 
Mission.

Flash forward to now and I am a graduate of CRM’s 
LifeBuilder’s Residential Recovery Program. I now have two 
jobs and I live in one of CRM’s Homes of Hope with my dog 
Champ. I’ve gained a relationship with God which has led 
me to a relationship with my family. There are members of 
my family I had done wrong and not spoken to in over ten 
years that I am now reconciled with. This Father’s Day I am 
grateful for the relationship I now have with my children 
and grandchildren, and that’s all because of God.  My family 
comes by my house to visit and play with my dog. I remember 
watching each and every one of my children being born and 
realizing in those moments that I was experiencing something 
my father was never able to experience. For a while I lost 
sight of that, but after my time at City Rescue Mission I am 
so grateful I get to see my kids and know them, and they get 
to know me for who I truly am. CRM believed I could be a 
changed man, a Christ-like man. I’m happy I now get to work 
for CRM…it’s just a lovable organization that is simply about 
caring for and helping others.

dean’s sTorY

save The daTe!

a gYm fiT for recoverY

Dean  with his three daughters

CHAMPION’S 
CHALLENGE

10TH ANNUAL

Monday, August 27
Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass

12:30 PM Shotgun Start

Join City Rescue Mission for this special milestone year with 
our Champion’s Challenge Charity Golf Tournament! Enjoy 
a day on one of the most stunning courses around, all while 
helping to provide support to the hungry, homeless and ad-
dicted in Northeast Florida. Register yourself or a foursome 
today by going to www.crmjax.org. For more information 
on participating in the Champion’s Challenge as a player, 

sponsor or volunteer please contact Sarah Soule: 
ssoule@crmjax.org or call 904-421-5141. 

On May 17th, City Rescue Mission 
celebrated the great reveal and grand 
opening of the newly renovated gym for 
students in the LifeBuilders Residential 
Recovery Program. This gym renovation 
began in February and was spearheaded 
by Don and Sarah Long, owners of Long 
Life Nutrition. The renovation was made 
possible through the generosity and 
passion of donors and volunteers. We 
cannot thank you enough for this incredible 
new space you have given the students 
that will certainly play a crucial role in their 
overall recovery. Thank you all for being the 
hands of hope, and hearts of action that 
keep CRM going and growing! 

marvelous mission momenTs
CRM proudly recognizes its community partners who exhibit their genuine 
love for our mission through their dedicated contributions of time, talent and 
treasure! This Month’s Featured Mission Moment:  BB&T painting the Women’s 

Emergency Center on May 9, 2018. 

Thank you for 
strengthening 

our 
community!

A Fat her Comes Home


