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families come in all shapes and sizes, as one 
mother shared recently: “dear ann Landers: it 

happened again today. My two sons and i were in 
a shopping mall, and a total stranger felt the need 
to comment on the fact that my boys didn’t look 

anything alike. apparently, my 6-year-old decided 
it was time he explained the difference. 

‘i’m adopted,’ he said. ‘That’s when you have the 
same family but not the same face.’”

 
did you know you can change the “face” of your 
family by “adopting” a ministry you care about, 

like city rescue Mission? it’s true! This approach 
is often referred to as a “child named charity.” it 
simply means leaving a charity a share of your 
estate equal to that given to your children. a 

“child named charity” allows families to make a 
clear statement of what they value most – 

advancing the Lord’s work for 
generations to come!

 
for the full version of this article, ask for a free 

copy of “How to change the ‘face’ of Your 
family” by contacting Paul stasi at 904-421-5192 

or pstasi@crmjax.org.

Put Your Best Face 
Forward
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LifeBuilders 
Students At Work

 
Independent living is the final stop on the road to 

recovery—and that requires meaningful 
employment. Thanks to your gifts, the New Day 

workforce development program has helped 
LifeBuilders students find jobs at McDonald’s, 

Goodwill and Jackson Hewitt Tax Service.
 

Speaking of work, LifeBuilders graduate Patrick 
Harper recently won the Triumph Over Adversity 

Award from local nonprofit Soul Winners 
Connection. After starting work at Nimnicht 

Chevrolet as a temporary car detailer, Patrick has 
worked his way up to full-time customer service agent!

Soul Winners CEO Tyrinda 
Dixon, left, with LifeBuilders 
graduate Patrick Harper and 
CRM Workforce Development 
Manager Angela Cook.

Thanks to the Jacksonville Garden 
Club for helping the LifeBuilders 

ladies cultivate a gorgeous vegetable 
garden. That is a great-looking salad 

in the making!  
 

Please join us on February 17 between 
10 a.m. and noon for City Rescue 

Mission Open House. We look forward 
to showing you around and to saying 

thank you in person! 
Penny - Executive Director

  
 

HOUSEOPEN
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Brian carruthers survived 
the Marines, homelessness, a 
couple of stints in jail, and the 
“constant craziness” of life on 
the streets—day labor, drug 
dealers, prostitutes, stolen 
cars, alcohol as medication. 
it was a chaotic, lonely exis-
tence. He never lost his faith 
in God, but his life changed 
for good when recovery led to 
romance.
 

carruthers finished the LifeBuilders addiction recov-
ery program in 2003 but didn’t heed the advice he was 
given to stay connected to others as a support network. 
He found a job and an apartment but says he was “still a 
functioning addict” within a short time. “i was mad at the 
world because i couldn’t stop doing what i came to crM 
to stop doing, even after God showed me,” he remembers. 
“How crazy could you be to see this happening and then 
fall back into the mess of drugs? But it was all part of 
God’s plan.”
 

sometimes God’s plans take a while to reveal themselves. 
Thanks to your generosity, crM is always ready with 
open arms for those who want to try again. after a rough 
couple of years, carruthers did just that. “i finally said, 
‘okay God, i give. Lord, forgive me.’” He found himself 
back at the New Life inn downtown and was welcomed 
back into the LifeBuilders program for a second chance at 
transformation. “i was more seasoned, more ready,” car-
ruthers reflects. “God showed me that everything was in 
His control.”

This time, carruthers says the counseling portion of the 
program helped him to realize that he had a fear of being 
left behind, which was rooted in his parents’ divorce when 
he was a young child. “i was afraid of getting too close 
to people,” he says. “crM taught me how to deal with 
that.”

www.crmjax.org 904.387.HELP (4357) Tweet @CRMjax

No Longer Alone: 
LifeBuilders Opens the Door to Love  

and deal with that he did. toward the end of the Life-
builders program, as he was making the transition into 
independent living, carruthers met the love of his life 
at The New Life church at Jacksonville. The couple cel-
ebrated their eighth wedding anniversary this month. 
it’s a romantic partnership grounded in the love of God. 
They participate as team leaders in an outreach ministry 
for the church, where he’s an elder and she’s an ordained 
minister. and both volunteer as monthly chapel 
speakers for crM.

carruthers doesn’t know where his new life’s journey 
may lead, but he’s confident that he no longer has to 
walk alone. With his wife by his side, “we go where God 
is leading us,” he says with a smile.

Why I GIve to CRM
 

Matthew 25:35-36
“‘For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed 
me.  I was naked and you gave 
me clothing. I was sick and 
you took care of me…’CRM 
takes Jesus’s words and 

puts them into action. We are 
grateful and give to help CRM 

continue this mission.” 
D. & R. F.  

CRM donors

“Once you start facing things, 
you see how much self-control 

you have.”

Each year, the local Coach distribution center sells certain 
items to employees at a steep discount. The company then 
donates 100% of  the proceeds to a charity designated by 

the employees. This year, we are so thankful that they chose 
CRM as the recipient of  their $6,100 Christmas gift!

Coach            Cares

Shoeboxes, Totes Deliver 

Love & Hope
 

Thanks to your generosity, and with the help of our 
community partner WJXT Channel 4, we received 
more than 2,000 Shoeboxes of Love in December! 

These blanket-wrapped bundles of toiletries will help 
many of your neighbors on the street make it through 
the cold winter months in Northeast Florida. Next up: 
Hope Totes! Each guest who shares Easter dinner with 

us on Thursday, April 2 will leave with one of these 
purple bags filled with hygiene items. If you would 

like to provide hope to the homeless, please drop off 
your travel-sized toiletries at the McDuff campus. 
For more information, contact Sherry Warren at 

swarren@crmjax.org or 904-421-5149.

Volunteer Orientation
 Would you like to volunteer to help change people’s lives 

at CRM this year? We have many opportunities to suit your 
needs. The first step is volunteer orientation, which is held at 
our McDuff  campus. If  you plan to bring a group, only one 

person from the group needs to attend. Register on our 
website, crmjax.org.   Questions?

Contact Sherry Warren at swarren@crmjax.org 
or  904-421-5149. 

We look forward to seeing you!
 

February 5 at noon
April 9 at noon

March 5 at 6:00 p.m. 
May 7 at 6:00 p.m.

Thank you 
December’s generous donors included Walmart on 

Normandy Boulevard and the Florida Blue Foundation, 
which awarded us a grant for much-needed upgrades 

to our medical and dental equipment!  

June 4 at noon

Fast Facts: Addiction & Recovery 

Who is at risk for addiction? People of  any age, sex, or 
economic status can become addicted to drugs or alco-
hol. However, certain factors affect the likelihood and 
speed of  developing an addiction:

• family history of addiction
• being male
• having a mental health disorder
• peer pressure
• lack of family involvement
• anxiety, depression and loneliness
• taking a highly-addictive drug

Because of  your generosity, adult men and women have 
the opportunity to recover from addiction in the Life-
Builders residential program at CRM! This Christ-cen-
tered ministry is designed to restore lives that have been 
broken by addiction into the image and character of  
Jesus. Your gifts help us return our “students” to their 
families and communities as healed, hopeful, and pro-
ductive citizens with the lifelong spiritual strength to 
sustain their transformation.

CRM FE 14.indd   2 1/6/15   2:44:04 PM


