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STAY CONNECTED
Donate online:
crmjax.org/donate

“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.

• Twin White Sheet Sets
• Bed Pillows
• Hotel Size Shampoo & Soap (Men & Women)

We Are in need

Please drop off all donations at 426 S. McDuff Ave.

News from the
City Rescue Mission

Many people strive to leave behind something of worth. Roberta King’s 
father was no exception. 

When he died his Estate was well planned, and Roberta was tasked with 
distributing the money he’d left. The process of doling out checks to the 
organizations her father loved not only brought joy and pride to her heart - it 
helped ease her grief. Of the experience Roberta wrote, “Yes, I did receive a 
nice inheritance, but the gift my dad gave me... was a deeper understanding in 
a very personal way the importance of volunteering and financially supporting 
a community that you love.” 

Have you considered the legacy you’ll leave behind? And if so, why wait 
after you’re gone to impact the ones you love? Harness the power of today 
with these ideas:

1. Give together. Include your loved ones in giving. Introduce them to 
ministries like City Rescue Mission and share your passion. 

2. Choose today. What about giving to your loved ones now? Why not 
bless the people you care about when you can see the blessing and reaction it 
creates first-hand?

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “Impact Lives Through the 
‘Power of Broke’” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue Mission at (904) 

421-5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will 
at www.christianwill.org/crm

Why Not today?

PROVIDING  HOPE, HEALING AND CHANGE SINCE 1946

God’s Grace, A Daughter’s Forgiveness
I asked her if she could ever forgive me and she replied, 
“Mom, I forgave you a long time ago.” 

Please consider donating 
these items
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NEEDS LIST

A Message from our
Executive Director
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FROM PENNY’S PEN

UrGenT need

• Deodorant (Men & Women)
• White Towels & Wash Cloths

CRM is in urgent need of two box trucks to help us with food and 
clothing donation pick-ups. We are reliant on generous donors like you 

to help us with the resources we need to grow and support those in 
need.  Would you please consider helping us? Please contact Paul Stasi 

at 904-421-5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org for more information.
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GOD’S GRACE, A DAUGHTER’S FORGIVENESS
From

Penny's
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I am from a tight knit and faithful family.   

      When my daughter was younger, we were
extremely close. Beyond mother and 

                daughter, we were friends too. We even      
               had hopes and dreams of starring in our   
                     own sitcom or reality show based on 

        our strong and fun relationship. When we 
realized some of the dreams we shared weren’t going     

 to come to life is when I     
 felt myself start on a            
 downward spiral. As my   
 daughter, Laurie, grew up and     
 moved out to follow some    
 of her passions, I had a hard  
 time with the “empty nest”  
 syndrome and turned into a  
 ‘smothering mother’ trying  
 to cling to her. The things that 
I wanted to do based on her 

influence in the community ruined us.
Over about ten years of my alcohol use turning into 

abuse, I had destroyed everything and found myself with 
no support system. I was stuck in a cycle of rehab and 
relapse and the timeline between the two kept getting 
closer and closer. My marriage hadn’t been in a good 
place and for the longest time, Laurie had been the 
buffer between my husband and me. One night, after my 
daughter had moved out, my husband and I had such a 
bad fight that I ended up in the hospital for a psychiatric 
evaluation. 

After the hospital told me I wasn’t allowed to go 
home, due to a restraining order, I was given three 
dollars and put on a bus. I arrived at the downtown 
Jacksonville bus station terrified and alone. I made a 
phone to call my sister for help and she said, “Pam I can’t 
help you. You need to cry out to God.” After I hung up 
the phone I just started crying and shouting to God to 
help me. Then someone at the bus stop told me to walk 
next door. I had no idea what was next door and had 
never heard of City Rescue Mission before.  They walked 
me next door and I walked through the doors of New Life 
Inn and that’s pretty much where my life began.

At first, City Rescue Mission just served as shelter. But 
then I heard about the LifeBuilders program and signed 
up. Even after I started the program it took me some 
time to come out of my shell. I was an angry person 
just going through the motions. I made the decision to 
stay because I realized I needed to get better. I had hurt 
my daughter tremendously. For years she watched me 

struggle with drugs and alcohol and fight with her father. 

I made some poor decisions along the way, including not 

attending her wedding. It’s hard to look at the photos 

from that special day and know that I chose not to be a 

part of it. 

There was one day during my time in the LifeBuilders 

Program that I just remember praying, God, I need to 
see my daughter. The next day a counselor came to me 

and said, “Your daughter, Laurie is here and would like 

to see you if you’re up to it.” Laurie told me she had no 

intention of coming to visit but was driving down McDuff 

and turned into City Rescue Mission out of curiosity. 

God had answered my prayer. Our relationship didn’t 

magically go back to what it was before, but my daughter 

is the greatest girl ever and extended me grace. I asked 

her if she could ever forgive me and she replied, “Mom, I 
forgave you a long time ago.”

Through City Rescue Mission I realized I could have 

my own identity. I no longer need to live through my 

daughter. I came to know and understand God here. I still 

carry with me the mind, body, and spirit structure that I 

learned in the LifeBuilders program.  Now, I get to watch 

my daughter and be proud of her success as a business 

owner. Laurie, along with her husband Tony, own Cool 

Moose Café located in Riverside.  At least once a week I 

get to have lunch and spend time with her and my two 

adorable grandsons at Cool Moose. This Mother’s Day, I 
feel like I get to be a mom again and that wouldn’t be 
the case if it weren’t for the grace and support of God, 
City Rescue Mission and my amazing daughter.
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Dear Friends,

It is such a great time of year.  Just the 
mention of “spring” makes me smile and think 
of all the wonderful signs that come with the 
season.  I moved to Jacksonville from Missouri 
and so for me this is the time of year when 
once again, coming off a cold winter, there is 
hope.  You know the people we serve here 
at City Rescue Mission are always looking for 
spring.  As you read Pam’s story, can’t you just 
feel the strength that comes from the hope 
she had for forgiveness and the opportunity 
of a strengthened relationship with her 
daughter? 

So what does this “hope” look like and 
how does it bloom here at the mission?  Let 
me share a few facts.  Last year City Rescue 
Mission served over 250,000 meals to those 
in need, gave nearly 100,000 bednights to 
those who were looking for a place to lay their 
heads, and provided nearly 2,000 medical 
and dental visits to our students and guests 
who would not have otherwise received 
these services. We were also able to procure 
nearly 100 jobs for those who successfully 
completed our LifeBuilders Program. And, 
just think of all the students that have been 
reunited with their families……………spring as 
definitely sprung around here.

Thank you for helping in both the planting 
and the sowing…………………….these amazing 
flowers (our students) are filled with hope 
and, like Pam, excited about what God has in 
store for their families. 

God bless you and your families and Happy 
Mother’s Day!

 
Blessings,

City Rescue Mission is proud to announce
our most anticipated event of the year!

Sign up NOW to compete in one of the most 
exciting games on earth, all while benefitting 

a worthy cause! 

Sponsorships of all levels are available.

For more info, visit:
crmjax.org/golftournament

CONGRATULATIONS SPRING 2017 GRADUATES!

On March 31st, 2017 City Rescue Mission celebrated their Spring 2017 
LifeBuilders Graduation. We acknowledged 19 students who sucess-
fully completed the program and transformed their lives. We pray God 
continues to bless them on their journey and are happy to call them 
City Rescue Mission Alumni. Of course, none of this is possible without 
the generosity of our donors. It is your genorous gifts and support that 
provide hope, healing and change to these students! 

Monday, August 28th, 2017
The Newly Redesigned Stadium Course

TPC Sawgrass


