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Our new group of Alumni

What happens after an acorn is planted in the ground? It begins to grow and 
experience its full potential. Now consider what a mature oak tree could have 

in common with your future. The acorn is an excellent example of how one 
small act can multiply potential in size, scope and impact. This is exactly what 
donating appreciated non-cash assets such as stocks, property, etc. can do to 
impact your giving and the charities you care about, like City Rescue Mission. 
Giving assets is not only a wise financial decision, it is also good stewardship.

Here’s what it can do for you:

1. Allow you to give more - Increase your giving capacity by eliminating 
current or future tax exposure.

2. Provide tax-free growth - Invest gifts in your donor-advised fund and 
watch them grow tax-free.

3. Change lives - Giving to the charities that are impacting lives for eternity 
like City Rescus Mission - extends your impact for generations to come.

Consider tapping into the potential of the acorn through
asset-based giving.

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “5 Blessings From Tapping 
Your ‘Acorn’ Potential” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue Mission at 

(904) 421-5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org or bless your family today with a God-honoring 
Will at www.christianwill.org/crm

An Acorn That Changes Lives

A Mother’s Second Chance
Doris shares how CRM helped her heal, and the 
work God has done in her New Life. Page 2

STAY CONNECTED

Donate online:
donate.crmjax.org

Become a fan on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

Spring 2015 LifeBuilders Graduating Class

Spring

Warehouse Sale
CLEANING

On Saturday, May 16th, we will have a 
HUGE Spring Cleaning Warehouse Sale 
from 9am - 4pm at our Thrift Store located 
at 5343 Normandy Blvd. You’ll be able to 
find a wide variety of items at a greatly 
reduced price. Be sure to check it out! 

Upcoming Events
Thursday, May 7th at 6:00pm

Volunteer Orientation

Tuesday, May 19th at 10:00am
Open House at 426 S. McDuff Ave.

Monday, August 31st at 1:00pm
Champions Challenge Golf Tournament
Contact Kathi at kcrothers@crmjax.org
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Fast Facts:
Understanding the Recovery Process

1. Abstinence: Stopping the ingestion of chemicals. This step alone 
can cause a positive change in a person’s life. This is only the 
beginning.

2. Situational Change: Staying “in” recovery away from “using” 
people. Establishing a new sobriety-centered lifestyle.

3. Behavioral Change: Addicts must learn to identify and interrupt 
addictive behaviors that give short term pleasure, create long 
term pain, and reactivate the urge to use.

4. Change in Thinking: Addictive thinking is based on the irrational 
belief that the use of any substance can magically fix us, make us 
whole, and solve our problems.

5. Emotional Change: By turning off addictive thinking we turn on 
our true feelings. This initially is difficult because past pain, guilt, 
shame, and trauma must be faced.

6. A Change in Core Personal Beliefs: We confront our core beliefs 
about ourselves, God, and others. As we identify these mistaken 
beliefs and embrace God’s truth, we are set free.
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The Journey to Obtain a New Beginning
I knew I was in the right place as soon 

as I arrived at City Rescue Mission, but I 
traveled a rough road in my life to get here. 
I grew up in a small town in Georgia as the 
seventh of nine kids in a two bedroom, one 
bathroom house. My father passed away 
when I was two-years-old, and my siblings 

and I were raised by a single mother who worked all of 
the time to provide for us.

At the age of 13, I started hanging out with the wrong 
crowd, smoked cigarettes and drank alcohol. The 
dabbling with cigarettes eventually led to an 
interest in marijuana. I graduated high 
school in 1979, moved away to Atlanta, 
and worked for Woolworth department 
store in sales. Unfortunately, leaving 
my hometown didn’t help me  leave 
my old habits. I attended church, 
but was also living a rebellious life 
and doing ungodly things.

It was during my time in Atlanta 
that I met the man who would 
father my first child. During our 
relationship, I started smoking crack, 
and we were together for twelve years 
before I ended up pregnant. Once my 
son was born, I went back out once again 
to hang out with people and do drugs. My 
family helped raise my son, 
but they also enabled me. 
My son’s father passed away, 
and I got involved in another 
relationship that brought me 
my first daughter.

I moved back to my 
hometown, and my mom 
raised my two kids as I lived on the streets, continuing 
to smoke crack, marijuana and drink. A few years later, I 
became pregnant with my third child, another daughter. 
Department of Children & Families got involved and my 
oldest sister legally became guardian of my kids. This 
was my lowest point, because I lost my kids. I became 
even more wild and loose. All totaled, my period of 

addiction lasted thirty years. I was in and out of jail for 
drug possession on misdemeanor charges.

My love for drugs and alcohol had become stronger 
than the love for my family. I was constantly in and out 
of their lives.

My cousin heard about City Rescue Mission from 
a pastor in Georgia, and that pastor helped me find 
shelter here in May 2013. I was tired and I wanted my 
kids to have the mother back that they deserve.

When I arrived at City Rescue Mission, I felt the 
spirit of God in this place. It felt like home. 

God has done a wonderful work in me. It 
was almost like He took away all of my 

temptations. Because of God and City 
Rescue Mission, I have advanced my 

learning and communication skills, 
and I recently received my Ready to 
Work certificate. Through my time 
at CRM, I have also made strides in 
getting my life and kids back.

Not a day goes by when I don’t 
regret each year that was wasted 

by my addiction. I missed so many 
moments of my kids growing up. My 

kids are now 20, 18, and 15. I’ve been 
able now to go and see them. I let them 

know I was battling something that took 
control, and took the best of me. I only wish 

I had made this change sooner. 
I can’t change what happened, 
but I can make it better. I 
communicate with my children 
often. I try to remind them how 
much God loves them, and 
how He saved me. I know that 
over time my relationship with 

my children will be restored. I want to be the parent I 
couldn’t be before.

City Rescue Mission has meant everything to me. My 
prayer is to find a job in Jacksonville and stay in town. 
God has brought me through everything. God will 
never leave me, and when I leave here I will stand on 
His promises.

“My love for drugs and 
alcohol had become stronger 
than the love for my family.”

Home Makeover:TEx reme CRM
Edition

City Rescue Mission is blessed to have 13 houses on our 
property. However, 12 need complete makeovers. CRM is a place of 
transformation, revitalization, and restoration. This project is the 
beginning of expanding that effort to be a change agent for North 
Riverside. A neighborhood is made of neighbors! When our students 
graduate from the CRM LifeBuilders Program, they are ready to be 
contributing fellow citizens who support their families and society. We 
are revitalizing our neighborhood through renovating these empty 
houses. Upon completion, these houses will be rented at affordable 
market rates, creating a community and empowering self-sufficiency.

A wonderful, long time donor has provided a $15,000 Challenge 
Grant for one house. Would you help us with the other 12 houses? 
By rejuvenating our neighborhood, we are building a community of 
neighbors that live here and have a vested interest in the health, safety, 
and well-being in this area of North Riverside.

Here at City Rescue Mission I am 
continually humbled by all that I learn. 
Just being around our students, guests, 
volunteers, donors and staff blesses 
me with a unique education. And in 
that education one thing that I’ve 
learned for certain is that the face of 
Jacksonville’s homeless and hurting is 
changing.

Whether they are with them or not, 
many of the women who come to us 
have children. They are mothers, and 
being a mother is a very special gift and 
an important part of their identities. 
Because of your generous support, 
homeless mothers and their children 
receive nutritious meals and safe shelter 
at the Henriksen Women’s Center while 
being offered case management that 
will assist in getting jobs, housing or 
recovery treatment. Our LifeBuilders 
Program offers a wonderful, biblically-
based recovery program for women 
like Doris. In addition, our Clothing 
Closet distributes new clothing to 
women and children every Thursday. In 
February, 125 women were served with 
1,953 clothing items being distributed 
to them and their families.

This month when you celebrate 
Mother’s Day, say a prayer for all of the 
women who come through our doors 
while they start a new life because 
you blessed them with your support. 
We extend a very special thanks to 
those who continue to give above and 
beyond to help the work of City Rescue 
Mission. We would not be able to 
continue the work we do without your 
financial support.

On behalf of the staff, students and 
guests, we thank you and pray God 
blesses you richly.


