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August 26th
5th Annual Champions Challenge Golf Tournament

September 12th
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November 27th

Thanksgiving Meal at New Life Inn
December 20th

Christmas Meal at New Life Inn

The Jacksonville Day Resource Center 
(JDRC), collaboration between the City of 
Jacksonville and many local service provid
ing organiza tions, held a kick off ceremony on 
Mon day, July 1st, with Mayor Alvin Brown 
wel coming guests and dignitaries to the new 
Center.  The Mayor shared “This is a very ex

citing day for the City of Jackson ville and one 
that shows when we all work together, we ac
complish great things.” The JDRC will formal
ly open their doors next month to guests from 
the streets.

The services will be provided in the former 
annex building at CRM’s New Life Inn. While 
not a part of CRM or its ministries, the JDRC 
Committee will provide valuable resources to 
the homeless and needy in Jacksonville during 
the day on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

 The JDRC will offer showers, lunches, laun
dry facilities, computer and phone access dur
ing daytime hours, as well as serving as a one
stop resource for job search and access to local 
nonprofit services. 

CRM serves on the JDRC Board of Directors 
and have allowed the City the use of the Annex 
building for one year. CRM Interim Executive 
Director, Penny Kievet stated, “We are so for
tunate that CRM had the building that allowed 
this to happen.” 

During the kickoff a free barbeque lunch 
was held, where nearly 700 guests were fed, 
and CRM distributed LifeBuilders informa
tional cards to each guest. We believe that the 
answer to homelessness is transformation from 
the inside out. 

 
Help us ensure that those on the 
streets during the day know that 

CRM is a life changer and life saver. 
Consider giving a gift today to help us 

continue to provide LifeBuilders. 
Go to www.CRMJAX.org 

TODAY to help. 

Helping the Homeless get off the Streets
Jacksonville Day Resource Center to Open

The Most Unusual Family Tree 
If you think your family has problems, 

consider the marriage mayhem created when 
76yearold Bill Baker of London wed Edna 
Harvey. 

 She happened to be his granddaughter’s hus
band’s mother.  That’s where the confusion be
gan, according to Baker’s granddaughter, Lynn. 
“My motherinlaw is now my stepgrandmoth
er. My grandfather is now my stepfatherinlaw. 
My mom is my sisterinlaw and my brother is 
my nephew. But even crazier is that I’m now 
married to my uncle and my own children are 
my cousins” (Source: Campus Life). 

 Now you might not have a family tree like 

that, but if you’re like most families, there is 
an even greater potential for confusion on the 
horizon for your family. It happens when Mom 
and Dad pass away without a simple Estate Plan 
to pass along their values and valuables to the 
next generation. 

 Fortunately, this headache can be avoided 
by setting up what Christian financial ex
pert Dave Ramsey calls a “Love Drawer.” A 
wonderful way to bless your family, a “Love 
Drawer” is simply where you keep all the 
documents your family will need in one place, 
such as your Will or Trust, Power of Attorney, 
and other financial and legal documents. 

 We trust that by taking this step, you will 
experience the truth that “God is not a God 
of confusion, but of peace.” (1 Corinthians 
14:33)

For a FREE copy of our stewardship 
bulletin “How to Keep Peace In Your 
Family” simply check the box on the 
enclosed reply card or contact Heather 
Corey from City Rescue Mission at 904-
421-5180 or hcorey@crmjax.org - or 
bless your family today with a God-hon-
oring Will at www.christianwill.org/crm

For more information contact Amy Christus at 
904-421-5157 or achristus@crmjax.org.

Summer in Florida can be extremely 
dangerous for homeless people who are at the 
mercy of the elements. Exposure to scorching 
heat and humidity puts them at risk of heat stroke, 
dehydration and other illnesses. Some even die. 

That’s why your continued support at this 
dangerous time is crucial. Lasting change often 
begins with a crisis—like the suffering that is driving more and more 
people to the Mission every day. For many, this is their first summer 
on the streets. They are devastated and desperate for hope. As we feed 
and care for them, they will learn about the Christcentered recovery 
program where they can find new life and hope.  

It’s only because of caring friends like you that we can provide 
emergency relief for suffering men and women this summer and give 
them the tools they need to get off — and stay off — Jacksonville’s 
streets. 
 For more information to help those in crises, click on 
the QR Code above with your smartphone.
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CIT’s Annual Food Chal
lenge always brings in an amaz
ing amount of food, however, 
this year’s food drive brought in 
nearly 50,000 lbs. of food to ben
efit CRM and other local agencies. 
This is the 8th year that CIT has 
coordinated this enormous effort. 

CIT’s Trish Philbin, Assistant 
Vice President Vendor Finance, 
heads up the efforts of the CIT 
employees while also recruit
ing participation from other lo
cal businesses. This year, local 
companies SunGard, Christina 
Block Photography and South-
ern Development Corporation 
participated in the Food Challenge 
in each of their businesses, desig
nating their donations to CRM and 
helping increase the total amount 
of food donated. 

CIT’s Managing Director of 
Vendor Finance, Nick Small, com
mented on CIT’s Food Challenge. 

“Due to the recent recession, 
there’s a heightened awareness 
of hunger and food insecurity in 
our own backyard. Last year more 
than 3 million meals were served 
to Jacksonville’s hungry as more 

men, women and children are 
turning to shelters and food banks 
for help. The success of our annual 
food drive benefits several local 
nonprofit organizations and dem
onstrates how each of us can make 
an impact in our communities.” 

CIT began the Food Challenge 
Food Drive in 2005 with a few 
cardboard boxes in the hall where 
people would drop off items from 
their kitchen cabinets. In 2006, 
Trish Philbin became involved 
and took the drive to a whole new 
level. “We made the drive a com
petition to drive up participation. 
We started shopping wholesale 
and went from several boxes in 
2005 to 10,000 lbs in 2006 and 
then 17,000 lbs in 2007! I had a 
dream of making this event larger 
on a local, national and global lev
el. I knew we could do more and 
so could the community.” In 2008, 
Philbin invited neighboring com
panies in Jacksonville to join CIT 
in the Food Challenge to help the 
city combat hunger and the “offi
cial” CIT Challenge was born. To 
date, CIT’s Jacksonville drive has 
raised more than 267,000 lbs of 

food and essentials from 24 local 
companies benefiting 19 charities.

In 2013, following the repeated 
success of the Company’s annual 
Jacksonville food drives, CIT ad
opted a global companywide 
initiative to combat hunger. To 
date, CIT offices around the world 
including Livingston, NJ, Burl
ington and Toronto, CAN; Char
lotte, NC; and Ft. Lauderdale and 
Sunrise, FL have collected an ad
ditional 31.5 tons of food for area 
food banks.

CRM Interim Executive Direc
tor, Penny Kievet is humbled by 
CIT’s generosity. “Each year I 
tell our friends at CIT there is no 
way they can beat the amount of 
food they bring in for us and each 
year they do! This year by nearly 
10,000 lbs, CIT really topped the 
charts. What an amazing exercise 
in ‘giving back’ to a community. 
The entire CIT lobby was packed 
with food and supplies. Just think 
of the impact if every business in 
this community participated in this 
collection during the third week of 
June. That’s the vision and this 
community is so supportive that I 
think it will really happen.”

Trish and CIT stay involved 
with CRM yearround by vol
unteering at various events and 
taking on projects, such as room 
adoptions and serving food at 
CRM’s holiday meals to the 
homeless. CRM is grateful for 
CIT’s example of leadership in the 
Jacksonville community.

When he walks in the doors of CRM, he is 
greeted with hugs from staff and high-fives 
from students. His energy and passion for 
min¬istry are contagious and have helped 
transform CRM’s LifeBuilders program over 
the past twelve years. Pastor Gerald Cruse may 
have moved on from his position as Director 
of Pro¬grams at CRM, however, he is still an 
integral part of the ministry that happens each 
day in the LifeBuilders Program.

During his time at CRM, Pastor Cruse re
shaped the LifeBuilders program. “One of 
the most impactful things we did was to real
ize change takes place from the inside out. By 
transforming the heart, the behavior follows. 
CRM deals with the position, which is home
lessness, by dealing with the condition, which 
is addiction.” 

Gerald’s love for CRM and the LifeBuilders 
students continues as he remains the teacher of 
the “Freedom from Addiction” class taught in 
the early phase of the LifeBuilders men’s pro
gram. Gerald remains a consultant and confi
dant to students and staff.

 CRM LifeBuilders students 
worked side-by-side with Sul-
zbacher Center clients to load 
food quickly and efficiently for 

both agencies.

Pastor Gerald Cruse Retires as Director of LifeBuilders Program

“Before I was afflicted I went 
astray, but now I keep your 
word. It is good for me that 
I was afflicted, that I might 

learn your statutes.”
 - Psalm 119: 67 & 71

CIT’s 8th Annual Food Challenge Reaps Nearly 50,000 lbs. of Food

CRM Interim Executive Director, Penny Kievet, CIT Assistant VP 
Vendor Finance, Trish Philbin and Nick Small, Managing Director 

of CIT Vendor Finance

2013 Golf Committee
Committee Chair: Mike Hartley, President, Hartley Press 

Honorary Chair: Dan Hicken
Committee:

Brad Anderson, Retired Attorney  • Steve DeSorbo, President, Coordinated Benefits Group 
David Eure, President, Lighthouse Christian School  • Curt Etheridge, APTCO 

Chip Greene, CEO, Greene-Hazel Insurance Group
Jennifer Mason, Director of Strategic Engagement, Auditmacs  

Joe Mobley, VP, Fiorentino Group  • Fitz Powell, President, Cecil Powell 
Mack Reifers, President, Abba Construction  • Trevor Ross, Attorney 

Mitch Sweat, President, Southeast Industrial Sales 
Karen Tutwiler, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty 

Mike White, President, Client Focused Media  • Rick Wilkins, Financial Services

5th Annual Champions Challenge Golf Tournament
TPC Sawgrass Stadium Course

Monday, August 26th • 1PM Shotgun Start

– Sponsorships Available –
Hole Sponsorship – Event Underwriter – Beverage Cart Sponsorship
Contact Heather Corey at (904) 421-5180, hcorey@crmjax.org

Visit www.crmjax.org/golf-tournament

Call: (904) 421-5157 to register your team
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6,417 nights of safe shelter

19,708 total meals served

118 students in our LifeBuilders program 

43 visits to the dental clinic

140 patient visits to the medical clinic

Your gifts provided these services for the homeless in May:There are several items we need to help our guests feel right at home.
Contributions are tremendously appreciated!

Jobs for LifeBuilders Students
Groups to Host Supper Clubs

Projection Equipment for Chapel
White Twin/Full Sheet Sets

Facial Tissues
Women’s Under Garments

Deodorant / Lotion
Soap / Large Bottles of Body Wash

Men’s Shampoo and Soap
Shampoo / Pillows

Drop off M-F 9:00a - 5:00p   426 S. McDuff Ave., Jacksonville, FL
Contact: 904 421.5157  

Thank you Pastor Cruz for your love and service!

Voted one of NE Florida's Best 
Dentists
-Jacksonville Magazine 2010, 
2011, 2012, 2013
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