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STAY CONNECTED
Donate online:
crmjax.org/donate

“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.

St. Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is man fully alive.” God’s will is for us to 
love Him and others well and seek Him to help us grow. By figuring out what 
He has uniquely created us for, we can truly come alive. Here are some ways 
to get started.

1. Pray. Jeremiah 29:13 says if we seek the Lord with our whole heart, we’ll 
find Him.
2. Ask questions. At the end of your life what things would make you say “that 
was a life well lived?”
3. Take a step. Identify where the world’s greatest needs and your greatest 
passion intersect - then take action.

During this process you may discover your passions align with City Rescue 
Mission. Would you consider becoming a volunteer or remembering us in your 
Will? You could also consider giving appreciated stock. It’s a practical way to 
exercise good stewardship, fulfill a personal passion and create eternal impact.

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “How to Be a Conduit of 
God’s Blessing” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue Mission at (904) 421-

5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at 
www.christianwill.org/crm

Time To Come Alive • Twin White Sheet Sets
• Bed Pillows
• Hotel-sized Shampoo & Soap
• White Towels & Wash Cloths
• Scrubs

We Are in need

Please drop off at 426 S. McDuff Ave.

8th Annual
Champions Challenge

Golf Classic
Monday, August 22, 2016

Dye’s Valley Course at TPC Sawgrass

We are less than two months away from our most anticipated event of the year! Space for team registration is becoming limited, so 
sign up NOW to compete on one of the most beautiful courses in the game! There will be an awards banquet afterwards that will 

feature live and silent auction items!

Fee: $500 per player.   $2,000 per foursome.

Sponsorship opportunities are available. Join the dozens of others who have already signed up to sponsor and also compete in this 
year’s event! There is room for you!

For more info contact Brandon Forschino at 904.421.5141 or at Brandon@crmjax.org
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During the week of June 6th, 
over 1,000 people who work 
for homeless shelters and 
rescue missions across North 
America gathered at the Hyatt 
Regency Riverfront hotel 
for the Annual Association 
of Gospel Rescue Missions 
Convention. We were thrilled 
to be the host city for all 

of our peers in this ministry. Each year AGRM, the organizations 
comprised of 275 rescue missions from across North America, holds 
a competition. This year, City Rescue Mission was honored with two 
awards! 2nd Place Photograph for the image above featuring a man 
living under a bridge, and 2nd Place Website for our brand new 
website at crmjax.org! We’d like to once again thank Jacksonville’s 
own Interchanges for 
the generous gift of this 
amazing new website! 
Please check it out if you 
haven’t already.
We are thankful for all of 
your support that allows 
for things like this to 
happen.
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident,” 
says our Declaration of Independence, 
“that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

You and I know that’s true, but we also know 
that hundreds of people in our community 
right now don’t have the means to pursue 
happiness. When it comes to life, many of our 
neighbors are just scraping by.

The economy has hit many men and 
women hard. Need for our services at City 
Rescue Mission continues, especially for food 
and shelter during these very hot days of 
summer. With the help of our faithful friends 
like you, we’re able to provide these vital 
daily necessities and go even further to offer 
freedom from all kinds of chains.

“You will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free,” Jesus said in John 8:32. The 
students in our LifeBuilders program know 
how true that is. These 144 people were living 
as slaves to the terrible things they’d seen in 
the past, until the Bible-based program you 
support here helped them find the truth 
about God and the people He wants them to 
be.

For those trapped in addiction, your support 
means freedom through Christian counseling 
and accountability. To those in poverty, you 
give freedom through education that leads 
to better jobs and a more stable future. Best 
of all, you help offer freedom from loneliness 
and despair through the message of God’s 
unfailing love.

Thank you for your support that helps more 
men, women and women with children claim 
their rights to Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness even in hard times!

“Men are not prisoners of fate, but only 
prisoners of their own minds,” Franklin D. 
Roosevelt.

As we think about freedom, it is natural to 
think about this great country and encroaching 
forces that threaten our way of life. But, let’s 
consider another form of freedom.

As Roosevelt so aptly stated, we live in the prison of our 
mind – our mental prison. This prison occurs because one’s 
past or present experiences are so 
bad. The mind doesn’t have walls 
or razor wire around it; but people 
are trapped in their mental prison 
because of thoughts, emotions, 
and feelings. Until we take these 
negative thoughts captive, as 
mentioned in 2 Corinthians 10:5, 
the propensity to fall into addictive 
behavior is great.

While there is a crisis in 
America with the amount, type, 
and availability of drugs, two individuals exposed to the 
same drug will not become addicted the same way. In other 
words, each person’s susceptibility to addiction to anything 
is directly related to their mental prison.

There are many common addictions. They include 
drugs, alcohol, sex, gambling, 
nicotine, and even television, video 
games, and work. As we have seen, 
addiction is a spiritual sickness 
caused by a deep inner pain. This 
pain could be from childhood or 
whatever is going on in a person’s 
life right now. When pain is 
experienced, relief is sought, rather 
than turning to God, many turn 
to other behaviors. Whatever the 
behavior, it soothes the pain and 
brings relief, but it is short lived. 
So, the behavior is repeated. It then becomes an escape 
behavior which creates dependency, addiction and more 
bondage. Thank God we have a Savior who can take this all 
away.

One workbook used in our recovery groups is called 
“Freedom from Addiction,” by Neil Anderson. He says, “I am 
not a product of my past, but I am a product of the work of 
Christ on the cross and I can now rest in His finished work, 
walk by the Spirit and not carry out the desires of the flesh.” 

Anderson goes on to say that he estimates that “about 
15% of the Bible-believing community are living free and 
productive lives in Christ. About 70% struggle with their 
thought lives, having little peace of mind. The other 15% 
are in total bondage. They can’t read their Bibles or process 
steps to freedom.” These are the areas we focus on in our 
LifeBuilders program.

We asked several students what freedom meant to 
them. This is what they said:

“Not being caught up in 
bondage to worldly things.”

“The old me is gone and I am 
a new person. By being this new 
person, I can forgive others.”

“I tried to find freedom from 
pain by using drugs. Now, with the 
help of CRM, I am fully submitted 
to God’s will. I am no longer held in 
bondage to my old identity because 
that died. I know that I am a new 
child in Christ. All of my sins are 

forgiven and now I can have real freedom with peace, joy 
and hope for the first time in my life.”

“I am now free in my mind. I was locked up in my mind; 
I couldn’t do anything that was right. Coming to CRM gave 
me an opportunity to get free. I can use the tools I learned 

here to have my mind free and full 
of positive things.”

“I am now right with God. I am 
clean and sober. Thanks to CRM, 
I have Christ in my life and my 
relationships with my family have 
been restored.”

“I was trapped in darkness for 
a very long time. I am free from the 
bondage that I once was captured 
in. CRM and God has done so much 
for me.”

Each of us needs spiritual 
healing from something in the past. Only Jesus can set the 
captive free. John 15:5 says that apart from Him “we can 
do nothing.” As Christians, we have truth and authority to 
bind the enemy and to set the captives free (Luke 4:18). 
During the time our students are with us at CRM, God 
transforms lives and they become free to live the life that 
God intended. Is God calling you to invest in this kind of 
freedom? The need is greater now than ever and your help 
is essential.

An Honor Among Peers
CRM Recognized with Two Awards

URGENT NEED: Renovation of Food Storage Annex
This project involves the retrofitting and repurposing of an existing 
building to move food storage and processing to one warehouse 
location. CRM serves about 20,000 meals per month. This will allow for 
more efficient handling of all products. Project Investment: $157,000


