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Connect With CRM Online

WE’VE REACHED
A MILESTONE

On Page 3

Celebrate 70 Years With Us

STAY CONNECTED
Donate online:
donate.crmjax.org

“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

The Heart of a Giver
Inside the hearts and lives of three of CRM’s volunteers, donors and 
partners. Pages 2 and 5.

Getting our priorities out of order can sometimes deliver unfortunate 
consequences. That’s why it’s important to regularly determine which items 
on our plate are “essential” to creating a full life and the legacy we wish to 
leave behind.

In his NY Times’ bestseller Essentialism: The Disciplined Pursuit of Less, Greg 
McKeown states, “Essentialism isn’t about getting more done in less time. It’s 
about getting only the right things done.” As Christians, some of the “right 
things” should include putting energy into our relationship with God, others 
and considering how those “essentials” impact the decisions we make. One 
“essential” that can have a big impact on our loved ones and the ministries 
we care about like City Rescue Mission is creating or updating our Will. An 
updated Will is a perfect way to communicate what is most essential to you 
and help you live out 1 Peter 3:11 - to “seek peace and ensue it.”

To discover three important questions you can ask yourself to live more in 
tune with you “essentials” request our free bulletin.

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “Three Questions for an 
Essential Life” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue Mission at (904) 421-
5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at 

www.christianwill.org/crm

What is Essential?

CRM Exists to Transform the Lives of the Homeless and Needy, Serving Them Through the Love and Compassion of Jesus Christ.

Many thanks to the following Jacksonville/
St. Augustine area Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club 
stores for donating grants to City Rescue 
Mission totaling $16,400!

• Jacksonville Wal-Mart Store #3702
• Jacksonville Sam’s Club Store #8116
• Jacksonville Wal-Mart Store #5054
• Macclenny Wal-Mart Store #1205
• Jacksonville Wal-Mart Store #1173
• Jacksonville Wal-Mart Store #3309
• Jacksonville Market Store #5818
• Jacksonville Wal-Mart Store #1090
• Jacksonville Wal-Mart Store #1444
• Middleburg Wal-Mart Store #3308
• St. Augustine Wal-Mart Store #579
• Jacksonville Wal-Mart Store #1082

Here at CRM, we work with men and women who have lost hope. 
But we know what can happen when these lost souls find hope! 
We ask that you share in the joy of giving hope and help us build 
our 2016 Cross of Hope that demonstrates the amount of care 
in our community. This Cross will be displayed at our McDuff 

location. It’ll face the street and serve as a beacon for the entire 
neighborhood.

Our hope is that having this cross in the yard of our McDuff 
campus, along the road, will provide inspiration to everyone and 

leave no doubt in anyone’s mind as to what we’re all about.

You’ll receive further information in the mail soon about how you 
can help our 5th Cross of Hope be one of the best ones yet!

For information now, visit our webpage
crmjax.org/crossofhope2016

Cross of Hope 2016
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Love in Action: It Starts at the Heart
A Look Into the LIves of some fAIthfuL GIvers

Seventy years ago, God called Jacksonville 
businessmen and church leaders to begin a 
mission to reach out to the poor and homeless 
with soup, soap and salvation. Today, we 
continue to offer this solace, but additional 
services have enabled 
us to expand our care to 

include medical and dental treatment, 
and a long-term recovery program 
with a focus on life transformation. 
This would not be possible without 
the partnerships in the community 
or the hundreds of volunteers and 
donors who generously give to this 
ministry of the Lord. The mission 
simply wouldn’t exist if it were not for 
you. The individuals featured in the 
following stories have been part of the mission for years 
and shared what they “love” about City Rescue Mission.

Dan Miller: Dan is the President of North America 
Business for GloDea. This small business began in a 
Jacksonville garage in 2009 through the innovative design 
work of Ignacio Santos and the creation of his first chair. 
GloDea kept growing as it developed more furniture and 
additional products in a workshop/warehouse 
located near City Rescue Mission. Being of like 
mind with CRM in regards to putting people 
back to work, Dan and Ignacio decided to 
collaborate with us and hire students once 
they entered the work phase of the program. 
They believe, as business people, they need 
to help individuals who have veered off the 
path.

Dan’s first experience with CRM was 
as a volunteer at the thrift store with his 
church. He enjoyed meeting and working 
with CRM students who help there. He saw 
them maturing in their faith and noticed 
that they were hard workers. GloDea has 
since hired several students for various jobs 
at the company. Dan observes that they arrive to work 
early, have a strong work ethic, are appreciative of their 
job, and are always ahead of the curve. Dan trusts that 
if someone has made it through our program, they will 
be sincere about their work. Dan has seen many who 
had hit bottom, but recovered and are doing well. Dan 

states, “City Rescue Mission is a super program. It is a 
long and comprehensive system. I encourage other small 
businesses to look to CRM as a source for employees. It is 
good for business owners.”

Dr. Karen McCarthy: Twenty-three years ago, Dr. Karen 
McCarthy began the medical clinic at City 
Rescue Mission after hearing a lesson 
on servanthood at her church. She sees 
her volunteer work here as her ministry 
serving the Lord. McCarthy says, “It is a 
ministry of love and restoration where 
we can see God’s miracles everyday. It is 
a blessing. I get to see God’s love working 
through all of us.” Some of the students 
have kept in touch with Dr. McCarthy 
after graduating. She remarked, “God 
not only transformed the life of the 

person who went through the program, but it has a 
generational impact on their children and grandchildren 
as well.” She went on to say that we are beings with a 
spirit, soul and body. CRM deals comprehensively with 
all areas. The word of God transforms the mind, the 
medical clinic helps with the body, and the remainder 
of the program guides from a spiritual perspective. She 

said that this is home missions. Additionally, 
she leads a weekly women’s Bible study, and 
Dr. McCarthy and her husband, Dennis, have 
financially supported CRM this entire time. 
They truly believe in giving time, talent, and 
treasure.

William (Bill) Ahrens: In 2003, Bill Ahrens, 
Nursing Program Coordinator at The University 
of North Florida, visited CRM with the Dean 
and fell in love with what happens here. Their 
philosophy is that nursing needs to move out 
of the hospital and into the community. “A 
lot of nursing care will be at the community 
level. So, incorporating this throughout the 
curriculum of the college learning experience 
is of great benefit to our students.” Bill 

believes strongly that the faith-based aspect of CRM is 
important as well. The combination of the two provides a 
wonderful learning environment. Students can learn and 
the community benefits. This helps the students develop 
compassion for all populations.

continued on page 5
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Dear Friends,

As we marvel at the good works that 
have been done here over the past 70 
years, one thing is clear: None of this 
would happen without the support of 
the community. In the cover story you’ll 
read about three people who gather 
to walk with and support the students 
and guests who rely on CRM for Hope, 
Healing and Change. Truth is, so much of 
what happens here is dependent on the 
over 800 active volunteers that provide 
the love and care that is needed daily.

Whether it is Church Relations, The 
Learning Center, Volunteer Coordination, 
Teaching, Mentoring, Serving Meals, 
Kitchen Help, Van Driving, Store Sorting 
and Merchandising, Running the Clothes 
Closet, being the Main Receptionist, 
Policy Making, Medical and Dental Clinic 
staffing, Donating items/funds, WE 
DEPEND ON YOU!

Your generosity provides meals and 
shelter. Your gifts make it possible for 
homeless people to receive the help they 
so desperately need. Your donations get 
people off the streets and into programs 
that will change their lives and give them 
the Hope, Healing and Change. So, this 
February, please know you are loved and 
appreciated by all of us here and most 
importantly, the folks on the street and 
in our LifeBuilders program. From our 
hearts to yours: THANK YOU for blessing 
this ministry and having a HEART FOR 
THE HOMELESS.

continued from page 2
The nursing field experience for the students is not only 

helping in the medical clinic, but they also assist in other 
areas such as serving meals to the homeless.

Health Benefits of Volunteering: 
Did you know that there are health benefits to 

volunteering? “Over the past two decades, a growing 
body of research indicates that volunteering provides 
not just social benefits, but individual health benefits as 
well. This research has established a strong relationship 
between volunteering and health; those who volunteer 
have lower mortality rates, greater functional ability, and 
lower rates of depression later in life than those who do 
not volunteer.” (Corporation for National & Community 
Service article, The Health Benefits of Volunteering: A 
Review of Recent Research).

Tips for Volunteering: (NationalService.gov)
• Have you waited your whole life to volunteer? Why not do it now? 

Do something you never thought you would do but would love to try.
• Look for opportunities that meet your skills and interests. Many 

organizations can benefit from your particular personal and 
professional skills.

• Stay active and strong - volunteer! With a few extra moments of 
your time, you can change your community, your world, and you can 
change yourself.

• You can use your volunteer activity as an opportunity to focus on self-
development.

• Volunteer with friends and family. Talk with people at work about 
volunteering together. Many companies now give staff paid time off 
for community volunteer hours.

We would love you to become involved with City Rescue Mission. We 
have so many volunteer opportunities for you. Volunteer Orientation occurs 
monthly. Go to crmjax.org/volunteering for more information and to see 
the full articles referenced above. This is a ministry of love and compassion. 
As you get involved, you too will be able to tell others what you love about 
our mission, and our cause. City Rescue Mission has been transforming lives 
of the homeless and needy through the love and compassion of Jesus Christ 
and offering hope, healing and change for the past seventy years. With your 
time, talent and treasure, we will continue to meet needs in His name for 
the future!

Dr. McCarthy in her early 
days at the Medical Clinic.

Dan Miller speaking at our Fall 2015 
Graduation.

Bill Ahrens being 
honored at our 
Spring 2015 
Graduation 
for his years of 
service. He will 
retire this coming 
Summer.

“It is a ministry of love and restoration where 
we can see God’s miracles every day. It is 
a blessing. I get to see God’s love working 
through all of us.” - Dr. Karen McCarthy


