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Executive Director
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FROM PENNY’S PEN

DON’T GET
COLD FEET

On Page 4

Annual Sock Drive

OUR 70th
ANNIVERSARY

On Page 3

Legendary Pat Boone in Concert

STAY CONNECTED
Donate online:
donate.crmjax.org

“Like” our page on Facebook:
facebook.com/crmjax

Follow us on Twitter:
@CRMJAX

View our photos on Instagram:
@CRMJAX

Graduates Giving Back
Roughly 15 of our graduates are now CRM employees giving back by 
impacting the lives of others. Page 2.

At 15, Victor Serebriakoff’s teacher said he would never finish school, so 
he quit and started working odd jobs. Seventeen years later an evaluation 
revealed his IQ: 161! Victor went on to become an author, inventor, and 
perhaps most significant, chairman of the International Mensa Society.

Many people want to accomplish something “significant,” but feel that only big 
things count. However, Matthew 6:4 suggests God appreciates things that go 
unnoticed by others...especially in the area of generosity.

Did you know retirement plans provide a simple way to make a “significant” 
charitable gift? Retirement assets willed to a loved one are subject to income 
and Estate taxes, which can leave just 30 cents on the dollar! But designating 
these funds to a non-profit like City Rescue Mission eliminates taxation 
and assures 100% goes toward eternal work. You could leave a legacy of 
“significance”, while still blessing your family with other assets that make 
greater financial sense.

Don’t miss what’s hidden in plain sight. Consider donating your retirement 
assets and leave a significant impact for generations to come!

For the full version of this article, ask for a FREE copy of “How to Live a Life of 
Significance” by simply contacting Paul Stasi from City Rescue Mission at (904) 421-
5192 or pstasi@crmjax.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at

www.christianwill.org/crm

Greatness Hidden in Plain Sight

Sandal weather will soon be ending and homeless and needy on our 
Jacksonville streets will be the first to be impacted by the discomfort 
of having no socks or dry socks. Did you know 
the #1 item requested by those on our streets 
in socks? It is also the item that wears out more 
quickly than any other article of clothing.
Would you, your church, school, or business 
hold a Sock Drive? Socks can be of any size, 
color, or style and can include men, women and 
children. The socks will be distributed to our 
needy community in time for the cooler temps 
that are sure to be around the corner.
All socks can be dropped off at  426 S McDuff Ave.  Please label them 
“Sock Drive”.

Help Protect the Feet on the Street
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25% of CRM’s Employees Consist of Former Students.
As we think about Labor Day, we often see 

it as the mark of the end of the summer. This 
is the time of year when children are back in 
school, new church programs begin, and the 
weather begins to cool off.

Historically, Labor Day marks the creation 
of the labor movement. It is an annual 

homage to all of the contributions that workers have 
made to companies and to this great country of ours. The 
first governmental recognition came through municipal 
ordinances passed during 1885. And by 1896 Labor Day 
became a national holiday.

We, at City Rescue Mission want to acknowledge and 
honor all of the staff and volunteers, past and present 
whose labor makes what we do here at the mission possible. 
Without our dedicated and wonderful staff and volunteers, 
all of whom are faithful stewards 
of the generously donated dollars 
of our supporters, God’s work 
here couldn’t be done.

We believe in what we do, and 
know the amazing change in our 
student’s lives, 25% of our staff 
are former students. We believe 
that this is a strong testament to 
who we are and unmatched by 
most social service organizations.

So, we decided to focus our 
cover story this month on those 
individuals. It is a cumulative story, rather than a specific 
individual.

What brought you here to CRM?
My life was unmanageable. I was on probation. I knew 

how to beat the system. I would go to NA meetings to 
comply with my probation, but then upon leaving the 
meeting, go out to get high. They talked about a “higher 
power” in the meetings, but that higher power was always 
myself. There were many times when I stopped using, but 
I was equating abstinence to recovery. This was only an 
illusion. Nothing was deposited in me; I was simply not 
using drugs. You can’t build anything upon that. I had no 
conscience. I had been taught about the effects that drugs 
had on my body. But, I didn’t care about all of that. i just 
wanted to get high, to take away the pain and numbness 
from feeling hopeless.

While each person’s story is unique, they all acknowledge 
that God had His hand in the way in which they came to 
the Mission because He wanted to save their lives.

Why CRM?
In my opinion, the 30 day and 90 day programs are only 

a set up; you can’t make the change that is really needed 
in that short of a time. I was blessed that the CRM program 
is about a year long, if the program was shorter, I would 
still be looking at the world through a fog. The length of 
the program gives time enough to work on myself at my 
own pace.

City Rescue Mission has a strong spiritual foundation. 
I realized that I had to surrender everything, and needed 
Jesus’ love, mercy, forgiveness, and grace. I did not have a 
drug problem, I had a sin problem. I learned how to deal 
with the sin in my life, and understood God’s forgiveness. 

The root cause for my using was a 
spiritual condition.

I had always heard “once an 
addict, always an addict.” CRM 
helped me to understand that 
this is not true. Now, I know that 
just because I had an addiction, 
it doesn’t mean I am an addict...
it doesn’t define who I am. Yes, 
having an addiction is a serious 
condition, but God redeemed me 
and it no longer has a grip on me.

The workforce development 
part really helped me to get on track getting and keeping 
a job. I really benefitted from all of the classes that are 
offered.

Where would you be if it wasn’t for CRM?
I turned my life over to Christ and became a new 

creation. God is no longer just a name in a book. I now 
have a relationship with Him. I see God in everything...He 
is real. He is the living word. He dwells in me. He never 
leaves me nor forsakes me. I have the blessed assurance 
that Jesus is mine.

I want to thank everyone who supports CRM for 
everything. There is no family out there that isn’t impacted 
by an addiction in some way. It touches all of us. Our 
supporters make the difference of life change. I was headed 
down a path of self-destruction. If not for CRM, I would not 
be alive today.

From
Penny's

Pen

Dear Friends,

As I pulled out of the parking lot 
last week I stopped to glance at some 
activity that was taking place with staff. 
It took me a moment to realize that the 
folks milling around were all graduates 
of our LifeBuilders Program here at City 
Rescue Mission. While driving home 
that evening I reflected on the impact 
of the transformed lives that I had just 
watched and the tears welled.

From Resident Assistant, to 
Counselor, to Chef, Case Manager, 
Kitchen Manager and Thrift Store 
staff, CRM is proud to employ former 
students as 25% of its total staff. 
That is how much we believe in the 
transformation of lives and knowing 
others will benefit from the care of staff 
who have “been there, done that” and 
know that all is possible through the 
love and compassion of Jesus Christ. 
Just think of the ripple effect that God 
can make when you invest in just one 
changed life. It not only changes the 
life of our students, but it effects their 
family for generations.

Then, on top of that, the effects are 
multiplied with individuals like our 15 
staff members who had been students 
as they go out and now help others.

Thank you for your investment in an 
amazing group of people who have so 
very much to share. Your gift blesses 
others for generations to come.


