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CRM exists to transform the lives of the homeless and needy, serving them through the love & compassion of Jesus Christ

 March 28, 7:00 p.m.
LifeBuilders Graduation - McDuff campus chapel

April 5, 8:00 a.m
The Human Race - St. Johns Town Center

April 17, 11:45 a.m.
Easter lunch - New Life Inn

April 24, 6:00 p.m.
Metamorphosis Fashion Extravaganza

McDuff campus chapel

If you would like to leave a legacy of enduring love
for the less fortunate, consider making a charitable
gift part of your estate plan. You can accomplish this
in any number of ways, and you will have peace of
mind in knowing that yourworldly blessingswill help
others for years to come.

For more information about how to make a
planned gift to City Rescue Mission, contact
Development Officer Ruth Ann Hepler at
904 421-5141 or rhepler@crmjax.org.

LegacyPLANNED GIVING:
MANY WAYS TO LEAVE A Contact Ruth Ann Hepler,

904.421-5141 or rhepler@crmjax.org

Below is a short list of things we need.
We appreciate anything you can contribute!

white towels
white wash cloths

white twin sheet sets including pillowcases
tissues
yarn

embroidery thread
pillows

2-pocket folders in multiple colors
men’s boxers

thumb drives for Learning Center
60 locker-style locks with keys

heavy-duty, commercial-style oven mitts

WHAT WE NEED
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Fear turns into
Love, Hope and Light

at CRM

5,348 nights of safe shelter

17,290meals served

101 students in the LifeBuilders program

39 students served in the dental clinic

111 students served in the medical clinic

YOUR GIFTS PROVIDED THESE SERVICES
FOR THE HOMELESS IN FEBRUARY
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Do you believe in miracles? At CRM, we see the miracle of
God’s love at work every day, transforming the lives of our
students. First Baptist Church parishioners Jamie and Joey
Vaughn recently shared in one of those small miracles, forever
touched by their encounter with two LifeBuilders students at a
Sunday service.

Jamie is one of seven contributors to the Seven Moms Blog,
published by Terri Brown at the Florida Baptist Convention
www.sevenmomsblog.com. For the month of
February, Terri asked Jamie to write something about love.
“What am I going to write about love that isn’t trite?” Jamie
thought. Little did she know that her inspiration would come in
the pew on Sunday. What follows is the blog that Jamie wrote
about what happened that day.

It was the tattoos on his hands that caught my attention. I
was offered a gentle handshake. “They call me Little John,”
he said with a low, gravelly voice. He was not your “typical”
worshipper at the big downtown church. Hair pulled back
into a ponytail, tattoos on his arms, neck and hands. No shirt
and tie for this dude, but he was ready: Bible, notebook, the
whole works. His anticipation was palpable.

With hands raised and voice singing “Arise, take your place,”
I became aware of this young man’s hands. On the knuckles
of his left hand, written in light green, was the word “fear.”
On the opposing hand, in much darker, bolder ink, was the
word “LOVE.” Had he planned it that way, or was that just
the way his days had played out?

Fear, love. What had happened in his life that would cause
him to write “fear” into his skin? How long had he lived that
fear? What about “LOVE?” What prompted that inking?

Throughout the sermon, he would nod his head in agreement
with the preacher, saying, “Amen!” or “That’s right!” The
way he handled God’s word made it seem as if he were starv-
ing. Maybe he was. Looking around me, some folks had their
Bibles opened, while others were engaged in cyber conversa-
tion. While some of us had such little regard for the Word,
here sat Little John lapping up every word that was being
preached. Yeah, starving is exactly how I’d put it.

Or maybe he was responding to the way the lovestruckhangs
on every word of his lover. Actively listening. Leaning for-
ward. Engaged. Waiting with baited breath for what morsel
of truth or love may come next.

Fear. Love. Over and over, the sight of his hands, lifted high
to the heavens, ran a loop in my mind. Concentrating on the
sermon was difficult as I tried to decipher what the Holy Spir-
it was saying to my soul.

Then I remembered. 1 John 4:18-19 says, “There is no fear
in love; but perfect love casts out fear…we love, because He
first loved us.”

Fear and love are both captors. Love creates a prison in which
you find perfect freedom and joy.

The man in front of me on Sunday morning had experienced
that perfect love. It was written all over his face. There was
no fear of appearing different or out of sync with the rest of
the group. He was there for one thing only, and that was to
feast at the feet of his Beloved; worship Him with abandon;
and pour back onto the Savior a portion of that perfect love
that had at one point cleansed and renewed his soul. I was in
the presence of a genuine love-fest, and I couldn’t tear my
eyes away.

I left the service that morning touched and changed and long-
ing for renewed passion for the One who had first loved me.

But the story doesn’t end there. Little John was accompanied
that day by another LifeBuilders student named Brian. Brian
wrote his own story about the random encounter with the
Vaughns, titling it We Are the Light of the World. What follows
is an abridged version of Brian’s account.

We then told this couple where we were from and what we
were doing there. It was a testimony of God bringing us off
the streets, off drugs and alcohol, and into a homeless shelter
right around the corner from this church.

Who knew six months later we would be standing here sur-
rounded by hundreds of people but fixed on two as they
shared how they were encouraged, which in turn encouraged
us. Moments later our friend, Pastor McLeod, walked up. It
is because of him we are here. He goes to the City Rescue Mis-
sion once a month. He preached the first sermon I heard the
very night I got there. Moments later our other friend, Donna,
walked up. She gives us a ride to church. We met her through
Pastor McLeod. We all, being from different places and back-
grounds, stand here in a circle sharing God’s grace and love.
Then there’s Edward and his wife Evelyn, who on their day
off, come just to hang out with us. There’s also Dave, our su-
pervisor at the Mission, who walks out Christ-like character
before us every day.

God uses people as His light. God told us that we are the light
of the world and to go let our light shine. As I sit here and
think about the people that God has strategically placed in my
path, that lighted path, to help me in my Christian walk in this
dark world, I am just flabbergasted by how awesome He really
is! In not knowing which way to go sometimes, I look around
and remember that God has already lit a path for me in the
people that He has placed in my path.

Fear turns into

Love, Hope and Light at CRM

www.crmjax.org 904.387.HELP (4357)

Gifts In Memory of
In memory of Keen Stanley,

given by John Heilmann.
In memory of Keith Plumstead,

given by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hardison,
Mr. Claude Jaycos,

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Moll,
and Ms. Carmen Murphy.

In memory of Ramona Smith,
given by Mr. and Mrs. Eric Delong.

In memory of Cheryl Waerman-Clain,
given by Ms. Marie Morse.

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Blair,
given by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Blair.

Gifts In Honor of

The following gifts were made to CRM last month:

On Thursday, April 24, CRM’s McDuff campus
will look more like FashionWeek in New York
City! Youwon’t want tomiss this extraordinary
annual event featuring the lovely ladies in our
LifeBuilders recovery program. They will be
modeling the latest styles, from formal wear
to casual looks. We welcome donations of
clothes, purses, shoes, and jewelry. Come at
6:00 to have a snack and shop the boutique,
where you can buy a new outfit for yourself

MetaMOrPhOsIs FashION

This year CRM is excited to announce that we are
participating in Hands On Jacksonville’s The Human
Race! We invite you to run or walk with us at the Town
Center on Saturday, April 5 at 8:00 a.m. Registration is
simple: just go to: www.handsonjacksonville.org/race.
If you don’t have online access, call Sherry Warren at
421-5157 for a registration form. Half of your
registration fee goes straight to City Rescue Mission!
For the 5K, the fee is $40 through March 29, $45 from
March 30 to April 4, and $50 on race day. The 1-mile fun
run is $24 no matter when you register. Online registra-
tion closes on April 2 at 10:00 a.m. This is a chip-timed
race, so if you have your own chip, indicate that when
you register and deduct $2 from your entry fee. (But you
can’t use your own chip if you sign up on race day!)

Pick up your race packet at any 1st Place Sports location
on Thursday, April 3 and Friday, April 4. On race day,
packets will be available at the race site starting at 6:30
a.m. If you would like to ask your friends and family to
sponsor you by donating directly to CRM, even better!

Are you a fast runner? Awards will go to the top 3 men
and women overall, first master male and female, and
top 3 men and women in each age group (ranging from
10 to 75 and older).

When you register, you will automatically be entered
into the Birdies for Charity contest to win a $5,000 cash
prize! And if you win, Hands On Jacksonville will also
win $5,000! Just guess the number of birdies that will be
made at the 2014 PLAYERS Championship in May. The
tie-breaker will be the correct guesser of how many balls
go into the water during the tournament.

Just look for TEAM CRM when you get
to the Town Center on race day!

JOIN USON
APRIL 5TH

AT THE
TOWN CENTER

or for one of our students! The show runs from 7:00 to
8:00. In lieu of tickets, we are asking for a $15 donation.
To reserve your spot in advance (or to volunteer for the
event), call Sherry Warren at 421-5157 or email her at
swarren@crmjax.org. Walk-ups are welcome too, but
reservations help us calculate a head-count in advance so
we can plan better. And we’re giving the guys a night off:
this is a women-only party!

Extravaganza
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